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Messiah’s Mission Statement

"We, the members of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church, desire to praise our Lord, nurture the churched and
reach out to the unchurched in and around the Bellevue area,
so that all may believe in Christ and receive the gift of eternal 
life."

Our Order of Worship
Page 38 in Christian Worship

Hymns: 80 - 83 - 88
Psalm: 72, page 93

Today’s message: based on Titus 3:4-7

“The Inheritance of My Baptism”

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for

Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your
horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of
Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and
kill me.” 

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD.’  3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the
one I indicate.” 

4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at
Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met
him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to
the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice
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with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited
them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely
the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 

7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his
appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD
does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of
Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one
either.”  9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said,
“Nor has the LORD chosen this one.”  10 Jesse had seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD
has not chosen these.”  11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the
sons you have?” 

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is
tending the sheep.” 

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he
arrives.” 

12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a
fine appearance and handsome features. 

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the

presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the
LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to
Ramah.

Second Lesson: Titus 3:4-7
     4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior
appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we
had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life.
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Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:15-17, 21,22
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all

wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. 
16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one
more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.  17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

     21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was
baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened  22

and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom
I love; with you I am well pleased.”

RESPONSIVE PRAYER:

Lord God Almighty, Source of all energy and power, we
come before You in awe and wonder.  No power on earth can
cleanse us of sin and enable us to stand in Your presence. 
But through Baptism You have washed away our sin and made
us Your children by the power of the Holy Spirit. Thank You
for opening the gates of heaven to us.

O Lord, we often struggle to appreciate the wonder of
Your love.  Send us the Holy Spirit in all His power to open
our eyes to see and our hearts to trust.  Strip away the false
reasonings that would tempt us to wander from the faith You
have given to us.  Restore to us the joy that our faith is
meant to bring. 

As we begin a new year in Your name we ask Your
blessing on our lives.  Keep us safe as we travel.  Give us
good health and secure employment so that we might take
care of our families. Bless our family members with a

-3-



stronger faith, good friends and good health. Bless them
with Your presence and power, guiding them on the way to
eternal life. Bless us as we serve You.

Watch over our children, our parents and our friends. 
Give them good health and a settled heart.  May they find
joy in their relationships with You and with others. May Your
healing hand be with them in sickness and distress. Send
Your angels to do Your will in all our lives.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent Prayer

In Jesus’ name we also join in praying - “Our  Father in
heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your kingdom come,
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

COMMITTEE SIGN UP Interested in serving on one of
our committees? Or, have you enjoyed serving and would like
to do it again? Please take a look at our “Committee Sign Up”
sheet in the activity hall. If you would like to continue serving,
please put a check after your name. If you would like to
volunteer, please write your name under the committee you’re
interested in. Terms of service are for one year only, but can
be renewed if you want to “exercise your option.”

OPEN FORUM/VOTERS MEETING Please put this on
your calendar: Sunday, January 23rd at 9:00am. Our annual
report will be presented by our committee chairmen, giving you
all (men and women) an opportunity to ask questions and
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Our Response to God’s Gifts:

New Years Eve - 40
Sun. early - 74
Sun. late - 95

Total:   209
Offerings: $

rejoice in the work our Lord has accomplished through us.
After our open forum, our voters will gather to conduct

the business of the church. If additional time is needed, we’ll
recess and continue after the second service. 

TEEN GROUP MEETING will be held in between
services this Sunday at 9:15 am. We will share information on
the upcoming WELS Youth Rally in Knoxville, TN (June 28-July
1) as well as discuss regular meeting opportunities. If you
cannot attend, contact Pastor Schultz for more information.

ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK:

Wednesday 5:30: Catechism class
Thursday 6:30: Worship service with Communion
Sunday 7:45: Worship service with Communion

9:00: Sunday School
9:15 Bible class

         10:15: Worship service with Communion
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Serving Sunday in the Lord’s house
Usher team:   7:45: Team #7 Dave Maccoux’’s team

          10:15: Team #8 Steve Popke’s team
Cleaning:   A. Smith, Sitzman, Micoliczyks

Serving next week in the Lord’s house 
Usher team:   7:45:  Team #9 Chris Dolch’s team
                    10:15:  Team #10 Jeff Rindfleisch’s team
Cleaning:   D. VanPay, T. Lemmens, S. Liebeck, R. Peterson,
J. VanPay
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