
1 

“The Inheritance of My Baptism” Epiphany 1 – Baptism 

1)  Titus 3:4-7 

2)  January 9, 2022 

You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 

name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. 

6:11 

 Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Do you remember the story in the Bible about the lost or 

prodigal Son? There was a young man who went to his dad and 

asked him for his inheritance before his dad had passed away – 

“Dad, I want what's rightfully mine.” So the dad gave him his 

inheritance ahead of time. What did that young man go and do? 

The younger brother went and spent all of that lavishly on himself 

in wild living. Perhaps we can imagine he went about life with the 

motto – Eat, drink and be merry. But he came to his senses when 

he realized that all of his wealth, all of his money was gone and he 

had spent it foolishly. And he was left to eat the pods of the pigs in 

the pig pen.  

He went home – tail between his legs – and his father 

welcomed him back. The father took him in through his grace and 

mercy, and welcomed the young son, even though he had spent 

everything foolishly, welcomed him back into his family.  

We think about an inheritance and you think about 

something that's given to you as a gift. We can think about this 

story of The Prodigal Son and see most certainly what not to do – 

Do not take your inheritance and spend it foolishly. Value and 

treasure it for what it truly is – a gift.  

Imagine you were to receive an inheritance. You think 

about it being something that is given as a gift to you, but most of 

the time, it's from a family member. It's something that's passed on 

down to us or that they leave with us in their will. And it's 

something that we don't receive until they have passed away. But 

an inheritance is something that we want to think about today. 

Certainly as its told to us in our second lesson from Titus Chapter 

3 and we hear that loving encouragement from our Lord – The 

Inheritance of My Baptism. Something that's been given to us as 

a gift. Is it gift of our Savior. We want to think about how that 
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inheritance of our baptism makes us feel humble. And how it fills 

us with hope.  

Now, imagine that you were there and you heard at the 

reading of the will that you were going to be given some form of 

inheritance. Perhaps it was a great sum of money. How overjoyed 

would you be? You’d probably feel very, very thankful. 

In v. 7, the apostle Paul describes the blessing of our 

baptism in this way “…so that, having been justified by his 

grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.”  

Just that thought, and that word of being heirs – something 

that we receive as an inheritance. But when we think about that 

will being read, imagine that you were sitting there and instead of 

hearing what you’ve received, you were asked to declare your sins 

in thought word and deed over the past five years.  

The Bible paints a picture of stark contrast about what we 

deserve vs the inheritance that we receive.  
4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 

appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. 

We’re saved! Not because we've been a good person. Not 

because we've done something good to earn God's favor. The Bible 

tells us it's the exact opposite of that – God gives us the inheritance 

of our baptism. 

Not because of righteous things that we had done. In 

Ephesians 2, Paul tells us – we were once born dead in our 

transgressions and sins. God tells us in the Bible about the deep 

need for baptism – even for infants – when in Psalm 51 we’re told 

– Surely I was sinful from birth, sinful from the time my 

mother conceived me. Our parents are sinful people. We didn’t 

receive an inheritance from them. We received the curse of sin. It 

only makes sense that they gave birth to sinful people – you and 

me.  

All of us needs to hear those wonderful words about the 

inheritance of our baptism and of what we received. But just 

thinking about it – that it’s b/c of God's mercy, doesn't that make 

you and I feel humble? It’s not b/c of righteous things we’ve done! 

There are times where we’re filled with pride – we’ve thought of 
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ourselves as better than others, or just as good people. But there's 

no good thing inside of us that could ever earn God's favor.  

It's not because of righteous things that we've done. It's 

purely because of God's mercy. Hearing that good news of the 

Gospel – even though we deserve to be condemned and cast off 

into hell because of our sins – God, in his mercy, has saved us. 

Doesn't that make you feel humble?  

When we think about the inheritance of our baptism and 

what we receive from God? It ought to make us feel humble. But it 

also fills us with hope. What do you think about your baptism and 

the pastor? Is there? Perhaps it happened as a young child. Maybe 

you came to Faith later in life. But the water was sprinkled on your 

head and the pastor pronounce those words. I baptize you in the 

name of the father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit, you can 

see very visibly. What took place in what happened, right? Water. 

And then you heard the word connected to that.  

But a miracle took place. And that's the thing that should 

fill you. And I with hope the hope of knowing what happened. And 

the Apostle Paul tells us that here in our lesson. He says he saved 

us through the washing of rebirth and Renewal by the Holy Spirit 

whom he poured out on us generously through. Jesus Christ, Our 

Savior. Think about that, for a moment. It should fill us with hope 

and give us encouragement to know exactly what happened at our 

baptism that a washing of rebirth and renewal took place. It wasn't 

just a mere washing, like we would wash the dishes, or we'd wash 

our clothes and do our laundry, but was, it was something more 

profound and had a deep impact on us and in our lives. We were 

connected through our baptism to everything that Jesus has done 

for us. And what happened at our baptism – a miracle occurred. If 

we were born dead in our transgressions and sins? What happened 

is God connected us through baptism to everything that Jesus has 

done for us because Jesus has lived a perfect life in our place and 

died on the cross and risen from the grave. Our sins are left behind 

and we have been forgiven. That's the first thing we want to think 

about when we think about this blessing of the inheritance of our 

baptism, and the fact that it fills us with hope know that through 

your baptism you've received forgiveness.  
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You've been marked as a dearly loved and redeemed child 

of God, and you've been brought into his family. But there's more 

it tells us through the washing of rebirth and Renewal by the Holy 

Spirit. We think about that rebirth that took place leaving that old 

Adam, and that sinful nature behind. Through our baptism. We 

were born again. And became part of God's family and that 

renewal that takes place as something that happens over time. We 

think about every time that we hear the word of God, every time 

that we study it in devotion. Every time we come to church and 

hear God's word – the Holy Spirit continues to do something in us. 

What took place at your baptism? That faith that you were given in 

Christ. Our Savior continues to be strengthened every time you 

hear it. That's the renewal process that takes place and it's what the 

Holy Spirit does through his Word. What started at your baptism 

continues to grow throughout your life. The inheritance of our 

baptism. Isn't it such a wonderful and special gift that God has 

given to us?  

How often don't we simply celebrate our birthdays? We 

know the day that we were born. But how many of us reflect on 

our baptism. How often do we reflect on it? We could reflect on it 

more. Remember our baptism and remember what took place 

there. When we think about this gift that's been given to us. It 

finally ends in that hope of eternal life to know that through 

everything that God had done for us. That he sent his one and only 

son Jesus to take away our every sin that because Jesus has risen, 

we too will rise. And we have the guarantee of eternal life that we 

will spend eternity in heaven with Jesus when we die through the 

faith that we have in our savior. That's the type of hope that 

changes us. That's the type of hope that transforms our life.  

Do you see how this good news of your baptism and what 

took place there has changed your life. How it's given you hope? 

How it's giving you that wonderful promise where you know 

what's going to happen to you when you die. You know that power 

that it gives you to transform your life – no matter how grave your 

sin is that you might commit, you have forgiveness through Jesus. 

Those ruined relationships that you have been restored through that 

forgiveness that you have in Jesus. No matter what you might face 
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– you have the hope of eternal life. That's what God has given to 

you.  

Can you imagine not knowing your Savior? How many 

more people in your life need to hear this good news about Jesus 

and what he's done for them? How many more could also share in 

this inheritance? We ask that God give us those opportunities; and 

we share that good news of our Savior. We continue to bring our 

children forward for baptism. We ask that we have the opportunity 

to remind them; and to tell others of what our Savior has done for 

us. It's the good news of the Gospel. It certainly makes us feel 

humble because we know that we don't get what we deserve yet, 

God in his love and mercy has given us freedom. He's given us 

forgiveness. He's given us Jesus. And he's given us the hope of 

eternal life.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord God, we thank you for this gift of 

baptism through the power of the Holy Spirit. You have brought us 

into your family and forgiven our every sin. Continue to work in us 

and remind us of the inheritance of our baptism every day of our 

lives. And as we have opportunity, give us the strength and 

encouragement to share this good news with others. It's in Jesus 

name we pray. Amen.  

 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 
5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out 

on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, 

having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 

having the hope of eternal life. 


