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"God’s Righteousness Is Ours" End Times 1 – Reformation 

1)  Romans 3:19-28 

2)  November 3, 2019 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be glory now and forever. Amen. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

When you go on a trip to a far away place, you tend to have 

a conversation – “How are we going to get there?” If you’re going 

to a far away place, you might have that conversation with your 

spouse and ask that question. You could travel by 

• train – you might have two days worth of travel, but 

if you take your laptop or a good book, at least you 

can get something done 

• car – this isn’t too much fun at all. Perhaps some of 

you will be driving down to Florida for the winter. 

You might have two or more days of travel; the 

extra expense of a hotel stays; and who really wants 

to sit in a car that long? 

• airplane – this is by far the fastest way to get there. 

Especially if you are able to find a non-stop flight. 

You’ll be there and back before you know it. You 

won’t be “wasting” days and time on travel. 

 

“How do we get there?” That’s a thought in a spiritual 

sense that we can ask ourselves after reading our second lesson 

from Romans 3. It’s not a question of how we get to our favorite 

vacation destination. Rather, how do we get to heaven? In Martin 

Luther’s day, there were many who thought you could get there if 

you were a good person, or if you tried you’re hardest to do good 

things for God and try to earn God’s favor? But is that what the 

Bible teaches? 

We want to focus on what God says in how we get there – 

how we get to heaven. We want to focus on how we get into a right 

relationship with God. We want to remember that “God’s 

Righteousness is Ours.” 

In Martin Luther’s day, the church was teaching that you 

could earn your way into heaven. They were practicing the sale of 
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indulgences as if people could earn God’s favor. And in Paul’s 

day, as we hear in the section before our lesson – if I keep the law 

or obey God’s commands, I can earn God’s favor. The group of 

people who often taught this were the Pharisees. But, is that really 

what the Bible teaches. 

“But now…” Paul is starting a new section where he wants 

to distinctly separate the first part from the second part of what 

he’s saying. In other words, “You were thinking that you could 

earn God’s favor…But now…there is a new, different and better 

way.” It’s not by the law that you earn your way into heaven, there 

is a new way. 

This begs the question – “Why do we need God’s 

righteousness in the first place?” 21 But now… 23 for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God…” There’s that thought inside each 

of us where pride says, I’ve been a good person. Or, I’ve done more 

good than bad. We try to give ourselves a pat on the back. But what does 

God say about keeping the law? He doesn’t say we need to do just a few 

good things. He says we need to do everything well. 

Jesus said it and restated the law that was declared in Leviticus – 

“Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matt 5:48) Can we 

describe ourselves this way – as perfect? We measure ourselves by our 

performance in many ways. If you’re filling out a job application, you 

will submit your resume and all of your work accomplishments and what 

sets you apart from other candidates. If you fill out an application for 

college, you list all of academic accolades and volunteering that makes 

you stand out from the crowd. We take the mindset the world tells us – If 

you do something, you earn something. But is it that way with God? 

“The wages of sin is death.” (Rom 6:23) What we’ve earned 

b/c of our works is death. We might object and think that we’ve been 

good or done more good than bad. Again, the Bible tells us – “Whoever 

keeps the law yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all 

of it.” (James 5) Here Romans 3 tells us - 23 for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.  

Where does this leave us in relationship to God? Is God mad at 

us? Will he stay angry with us? Will he ever forgive me? Martin Luther 

was plagued with guilt over the fact that he could never please God on 

his own. He was traveling on his way back to school and a lightning bolt 

during a thunderstorm struck near him. He woke up to the fact that he 

had great fear over death and didn’t know what to do about it? 
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Then Paul goes on to say – 24 and are justified freely by his 

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. What God 

is telling us here is that an exchange took place. All of those things that 

we try to earn are not needed. We gave our sins and shortcomings and 

failures to God. We gave them to Jesus. In return we receive Jesus’ 

perfectness and righteousness. We have been bought back from sin, 

death and the power of the devil. 

We’ve been declared not guilty of all our sin. We don’t have to 

fear and worry over sin or even death itself. 

Jesus lived a perfect life in our place. God set the bar high – he 

tells us to be perfect. Jesus never sinned. Jesus always honored and 

obeyed his parents. Jesus never worried or spoke a bad word or hated his 

neighbor. Jesus kept all of God’s laws perfectly in our place. 

When the wage that we deserve for our sins is death, Jesus paid 

for that too. Jesus went to the cross carrying the weight of the sins of the 

entire world. Not just the ones we couldn’t carry – he took them all – our 

sins, worries and failures. When we worry about sin, death or 

shortcoming in our performance, we look to Jesus and find the free and 

full forgiveness that he won for us on the cross and in the empty tomb. 

God’s righteousness and that need to be “at-one” with God – we 

have it – not b/c of what we’ve done – but b/c Jesus did it for us. We 

have the peace with God that we so desperately seek. 

How do we get it? How do we hear about this peace with God? 
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify… God tells us in 

the Bible this good news about Jesus. So many different religions in the 

world claim that they have the way and the path to heaven and to God 

and to a spiritual peace. God tells us in the Bible – there is no other way 

but through Jesus. Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.” 

We get that peace with God every time we hear God’s Word – 

and every time we come to the Lord’s table – and every time we 

remember back to our baptism – we hear that our every sin has been 

washed away. 

“How do we get there?” There are many people who perhaps 

wonder and worry about the same thing. How do I get to heaven? How 

do I have peace with God? You know the answer. You can point them to 

the same peace that you have. You can point them to the exchange that 

took place and the righteousness that we have and that we are at one with 

God. You can point them to Jesus. Amen. 
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The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole 

world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared 

righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of sin.  
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been 

made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 

righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a 

sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to 

demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his 

justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus.  
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On 

that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain 

that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 


