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“Your Identity in Christ” Christ the King 

1) Revelation 1:4-8 

2)  November 21, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Do you know who you are?  Well, that kind of depends on 

what hat you’re wearing. If you get your grandkids running after 

you, your identity would be grandma or grandpa. If you’re at your 

child’s game, your identity might be the parent of the child out on 

the court or field.  of said, little ones. Perhaps it's a parent at a 

game saying oh, that's my son, or that's my daughter out on the 

court. If we're at work, we might say I'm the vice president or 

employer of such business. It really depends on who we are. If you 

look at Twitter and you think of the top section of everyone's page, 

it'll list a section where people can write who they are and they 

might put every single title and hats that they wear. But this who 

we are depend on what we do. Does it depend on the hats that we 

wear in life? Is that really what our identity is?  

It's been proven as many studies have been taken of 

identity crisis. Much like the one that we're facing right now in our 

country, when we think of the phrase that's been used recently – 

the Great Resignation. Many people are leaving their job b/c 

they’ve been able to, the great resignation, many people who go to 

work and wondering, is this really what I want to do.  

But of all the things that might cause us anxiety of all the 

things that might trouble us of all the titles and hats that we wear, 

sometimes that we struggle with wearing them. That tells us here 

this morning, that none of those things matter, when it comes to 

our identity. There's only one thing that forms and shapes our 

identity. There's only one thing that God wants us to hold on to 

when we read this section of scripture – your identity is found in 

Christ. 

What does God mean when he tells us that our identity is 

found in Christ? I'd like to focus on Revelation chapter 1 here, this 

morning and specifically the latter half of verse 5 and verse 6. And 

as we think about our identity in Christ, it really is founded on a 
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few key facts. The fact that we're forgiven. We are a kingdom. We 

are priests. 

Now, when we talk about our identity and we look at all of 

those hats that we wear. There's one thing that centers around 

wearing all those hats and that's the thought, inside our head that 

says, have I done, well enough have I performed at a certain level 

as an employee as a parent or grandparent. Have I been the best 

parent? And yet, when we think about it, The thing that troubles us 

is that thought of guilt that weighs on our heart. We look at our 

identity and sometimes we struggle. Sometimes we have anxiety or 

worry because we haven't performed at a certain level. Wehave 

guilt.  Sometimes, as a matter of conscience. When we think about 

the things that God asks us to do when we don't do or the things 

that we don't do, or the things that we do that, God tells us not to 

do.  

We have guilt b/c of sin. When we think about our identity, 

we want to put all of our eggs in those baskets of the things that we 

do and sometimes do well. What happens when one of those things 

is taken away? For example, what happens when you're no longer 

an employee, and you're retired? All of those things in life can 

change at any moment. You could have a job one day and then 

leave it the next.  

We are reminded here – Do not to put all of our identity on 

the things that we do because we could never do them. Well 

enough. What do I mean by that? When we look at our 

performance, we know what God tells us in his word. He set the 

bar extremely high. In fact, so high that not a single. One of us can 

pass it. He says be perfect, b/c I the Lord your God and perfect 

or be. Holy as I am. Holy. And yet, how many of us can say that 

we're completely perfect in every way. Not a single one of us can. 

When we think about the guilt, sometimes that we carry, we 

sometimes might feel worthless b/c we haven't done that thing. 

Sometimes we look at our life and we look at all the things that we 

try and do. And we know that in myself. I could never perform up 

to God's standards of perfection.  

We don't need to hold onto that guilt because as the Apostle 

John reminds us here this morning. When it comes to our identity 

in Christ, the first fact that we want to think of is the fact that we're 
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forgiven. Listen to what the Apostle, John tells us here this 

morning. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins 

by his blood.  

To him, who loves us. Well, the him that's being referred 

to if you look back and just the sentence before is our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He loved you so much that he set aside the 

joys of heaven and he took on human flesh to be your perfect 

substitute. He knew that you'd fail. He knew that you wouldn't live 

up to the standards that God had said yet Jesus did it perfectly for 

us in every way. Your self-worth, your identity found in Christ is 

one knowing that your Savior loves you.  

We know about our Savior that he is our Good Shepherd 

who laid down his life for you and I the Sheep. We know about our 

Savior that he is the one. For every one of those times that we 

didn't do what God commanded or did what God didn't command. 

Jesus has forgiven us our every sin. Jesus is our perfect substitute 

Jesus. Paying the price for our sins when he died on the cross.  

When you think about that phrase – to him who loves us – 

it's not a one-time action. Although we think of right. Jesus. One-

time action on the cross is the payment for all of our sins. God's 

love for us in Jesus is ongoing. His love for us will never change. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever.  

When you're wondering or worrying about your own 

Identity or about your own self worth? Remember who you are 

that, you have someone who loves you. You have someone who 

has freed you from all your sins, from all of your thoughts. That 

might hold you captive. Jesus has paid for them all.  

The first title that we can think of and giving ourselves is 

that we are forgiven and redeemed, child children of God. 

Forgiveness that Jesus was on the cross. That became our own God 

tells us in the Bible and ties That forgiveness one by Jesus on the 

cross, to our baptism where through water in the word. We were 

connected in adopted into gods family. Where we were marked 

redeemed children of God. We think about the strength that God 

gives us when we come forward to the Lord's table. We continue to 

be reminded over and over again that we are forgiven. As Jesus 

says, to us take a neat, taking drink. This is my body. This is my 
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blood given and poured out for you for the Forgiveness of all of 

your sins. You're forgiven.  

Not only are we forgiven but we're also a kingdom. What 

is the Apostle John mean by that? When he says, Here in our 

lesson to him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by 

his blood. He goes on to say in verse 6 …and has made us to be 

a kingdom and Priests to serve his God and Father.  

What does it mean that we've been made a kingdom? Well. 

Think about our lord Jesus. Think about the kingdom that he has 

established Brett. There was a false narrative or impression that 

was being made on many of the people of Jesus day who wanted 

him to be a bread king or someone to overthrow Roman rule. But 

yet, Jesus is so much more than that as he has conquered sin and 

death. We celebrate here on this Sunday that Jesus is Christ the 

King. And it's true. He is the king of kings and Lord of lords. But 

look at that thought of you are a kingdom. Literally, meaning you 

are kings ruling with Jesus. That we sit alongside our King Jesus 

and where is Jesus now. Much like we confess in the Creed, and 

we'll do here in a few minutes that after Jesus suffered died and 

was buried. He rose again, and is seated at the right hand of God, 

the Father Almighty.  

To know that Jesus is ruling on your behalf right now that 

he's working. Absolutely everything for your good gives us great 

comfort. But to know that you are in his kingdom right now to 

know that everything that Jesus accomplished here on Earth. The 

victory that he's one for you to give you the Forgiveness of sins, 

new life and salvation is yours. It's your inheritance. It's his free 

gift to you.  

Jesus is indeed our kingdom. And we are in that house of 

kings, that Jesus is our savior and we are indeed forgiven gives us 

the great comfort of knowing that, our identity, when it's founded 

in Christ. That it truly is a blessing that it relieves all of our anxiety 

and all of our worried, but it also helps us in our day-to-day life 

when we go about living.  

And what does that mean that you are also a priest? Well, 

we use the word today and we might think of how it’s used ithe 

Catholic church. It's heavily used that word. Priest. We think might 

think of a minister, right? Someone who shares the gospel going 
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back to Old Testament times and even in Jesus day. The thought of 

a priest – one who served in the temple and who offered sacrifices 

for sin. And yet, that is one way that this word is used. But when 

we think about we are priests, I'd like you to also think of other 

terminology and definition that applies to you and me in our day-

to-day life. In 1 Peter 2, God tells us that we are a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God…that you 

and I might declare the praises of God.  

You might struggle with your identity. But you know, you 

are forgiven, you know, you are in a house of Kings. But also 

know that your priest and that your purpose in life is to declare 

God's praises. Doesn't that affect how we wake up in the morning 

and think about our day? I'm not just waking up to be a parent. But 

I'm waking up to serve others and declare God's praises and 

everything I say and think and do whether it be at home, at work, 

in the neighborhood, in my free time, whatever it might be 

everything I do in life is done to the glory of God. Think of how 

that might affect your day-to-day living. When your identity is 

refreshed and renewed. When you know that you are a forgiving 

and redeemed child of God. And that you can continue to declare 

the Praises of your savior in everything that you do in life. We 

declare the Praises of the one who's called us out of Darkness into 

his wonderful light. Romans 12:1 – In view of God’s mercy, 

offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. 

This is your spiritual act of worship. 

Do you struggle with that question – Do you know who 

you are? Maybe you are worried about the future? About what job 

you might take or a role that will change. Remember that? Your 

identity is founded in Christ. Are you at a point in your life as a 

parent or grandparent where sometimes you might question those 

things. Remember what your identity is and remember who you 

are.  You are a dearly loved and redeemed child of God. You have 

a Savior in Jesus, your king who died to take away your every sin. 

And now you are a kingdom and Priests to serve him day and 

night. Serve him and give your all to the glory of God to the one 

who's loved you and continues to love you. And has freed you 

from all your sins.  



6 

Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for your 

wonderful gifts to us. Most importantly, the Forgiveness of all of 

our sins. You've renewed and restored our lost identity when you 

died on the cross – to take away not only our sins but the sins of 

the entire world. Help us to live for you throughout our lives, with 

this new and renewed identity that we are indeed children of God 

and that in everything we do we might serve you. Bless our every 

word, our every thought, our every action, that it might give you 

glory. And that we might sing your praises – the praises of our 

King – to all the Earth. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen.  
 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

 4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia:  

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 

and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn 

from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his 

blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve 

his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and 

ever! Amen.  

7Look, he is coming with the clouds,  

and every eye will see him,  

even those who pierced him;  

and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of 

him.   So shall it be! Amen.  
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 

“who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”  

 


