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“Peace” Advent 3 

1) Philippians 4:4-7 

2)  December 12, 2021 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve him…To him 

be glory now and forever. Amen. (Rev 1:5-6) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

How's your December going so far? Good, bad or 

indifferent? Well, if it's good – you must not have had any issues 

here. This last week. Like the millions of people that probably 

were not relaxing, probably were a little bit worried because 

Amazon cloud services was down for a period of five hours. What 

are we going to do? When there's no presents at Christmas because 

you've already ordered all of them, but right, it could be bad if you 

didn't have all your presents order. And the thing that you were 

looking for, to get that loved one to get for your child, that present 

was out of stock or perhaps Amazon. Couldn't deliver it. Good and 

bad kind of describes our mood from time to time. It kind of 

describes the way that we interact with certain events that take 

place in our life.  

But I want you to remember the very last verse of our 

second lesson here today because it's one that not only do we want 

to remember here in the midst of what is always a crazy December, 

but it's one that you hear your pastors speak at the end of every 

sermon – “The peace of God, that transcends all 

understanding…”  

If your December so far is in that bad category or you find 

yourself in different about it. Remember that the purpose of God is 

indeed with you that peace of God that surpasses all understanding. 

We want to think about here tonight. Not only what it is. But how 

we go about getting it. 

Now, what is that piece of God, that peace of God that 

surpasses all understanding. Well you and I probably would want 

much like the Shepherds who were watching their flocks by night. 

They saw the angel of the Lord, and we're told in the Bible that 

they were terrified. If we were to look up the antonyms of Peace. It 

would be that word tear. Its that Terror that lies on our heart 



2 

because of anxiousness, because of worried, because of fears, 

Ultimately, isn't it because of things that are outside of our control?  

And when we look at those things that take place in our 

life, I'll call them events. The things that happen. Even our day-to-

day Affairs. We would categorize those things as being completely 

outside of our control. So, what's the one thing? That we don't have 

control of, but God does. And it's something that he wants you and 

I and all people to have it's that piece of knowing who our savior 

is. It's that piece of knowing that no matter what might happen in 

your December or at any point in time, in your life that God is 

always in control.  

An every day prayer - Lord, help me with those 

events that take place in my life. And when 

something happens when an event occurs that's 

outside of my control that might cause those 

feelings of hurtfulness that might cause feelings of 

fear and anxiety. Remind me of these two things – 

1. You will never leave me or forsake me; 2. You 

will work out this thing, no matter how painful, for 

my good.  

A prayer that you and I can pray for and ask God for each 

and every day of our life. From the moment we wake up to the 

moment that we go to bed. And fall asleep. There are those bad 

and indifferent, things that take place in our life and that leave us. 

With no peace in our hearts. But what's the one thing? That never 

changes. What's the one constant? That's always there? What's the 

one thing that you? And I? No matter how chaotic our December 

might be that we can always turn to.  

Isn't it the very reason that Jesus came into this world? 

Jesus said I have come, that they may have peace, and that they 

may have it to the fall. This isn't that what this savior born King 

came to do. He wants you and I to have the opposite of fear and 

worry and anxiety in our hearts. He wants us to have peace. It is 

we look at the section of scripture tonight. I want you to remember 

a few words and a few phrases of how we get that piece.  

What kind of piece is Paul talking about here? It's that 

piece of knowing that each and every one of our sins is Forgiven. 

It's that piece of knowing that God loved you. God loved me. God 



3 

love the whole world so much that he sent his one and only son to 

take away our every sin. It's that piece of knowing. That no matter 

what, guilt What Fear, what shame we have that Jesus went to the 

cross and paid for every single one of them. To have the piece to 

know that God took out His wrath and his punishment on his only 

son.  

When it comes to having peace in our hearts. The peace 

that God wants us to have is knowing that it's not about what you 

and I do. But to know that it's all done. That your salvation is 

complete. The peace of God that surpasses all understanding. 

To know that your every sin is Forgiven. And to know that you 

will spend eternity with God forever when you die. That's why 

Jesus came and that's why we continue to celebrate it every 

Christmas. And as we think about here at Advent, we prepare for 

Jesus coming again. When he can give us peace for all eternity and 

in all perfection. N 

ow I want you to think about with me, a couple of the 

verses here that we have before us. Let's start. First of all, with 

verse 4, where our Lord says through Paul – Rejoice in the lord 

always, I will say it again Rejoice.  

Now, the first thing that we want to do when it comes to 

having this piece is to think about our lives of rejoicing. When you 

focus on something, do you focus on the Bad and the negative 

things and aspects of life? Or, are you focus on those things that 

are truly good? What do we think about all the things that are in 

the world? All the things that are outside of our control. I would 

call it one, big massive drain on life. The things that take away all 

of your time and all of your energy and leave you feeling, empty. 

Are those the things that you and I really want to spend time and 

focus on? And it really is a matter of setting our priorities in what 

we focus on. And our Lord tells us here to Rejoice.  

What does he want us to rejoice in? Well, you have to jump 

ahead to verses 8 and 9. They're not included in our lesson here 

tonight, but I'd like to share those with you. Don't focus on all the 

negative things in life, but rather Rejoice. Rejoice in the things he 

wants us to think about Paul went on to say – Finally, Brothers. 

Whatever is true. Whatever is Noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable if 
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anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think about such things. 

And whatever you have learned or received, or heard from me 

or seen in me, put it into practice. And here he says, again and 

wraps up this section where he says, in the God of Peace will be 

with you. You can rejoice b/c you know that your every sin is 

Forgiven. You can Rejoice because you have the ability to think 

about those truly Noble and wonderful, and excellent, and 

praiseworthy things. Those things that have truly been given gifts 

to you from your lord. Spiritually – God has given you faith in 

your savior Jesus. Physically – We can look at all of the wonderful 

blessings that we have around us the roof over our head. The 

ability to come here and worship. The relationships that we have in 

life, all wonderful blessings and gifts from our savior.  

V. 5 – Let your gentleness be evident to all the Lord is 

near.  

Now, think about that word, gentleness for a moment. 

That's the idea of being kind being loving being considered. Right. 

And God wants us to be different from the world and the society 

around us. When he asks us and encourages us to go and do these 

things.  

And when you read the end of this verse here, don't you 

get? Just a little bit of urgency with it as well. When our Lord tells 

us that he's near you really could take that one of two ways. You 

could take it in the sense of and something. I've heard from many 

of you here recently – Pastor, is the end of the world coming? And 

you look at the world around us, and it would be very easy to say. 

Well, these are signs of the things that God, that our lord Jesus had 

predicted will come. Yes, the Lord is near there's something that 

Jesus had said two thousand years ago. That these things will 

happen and then the end will come. But what about the thing that 

gives us peace? What about the idea that the Lord is near? That 

gives us the peace that surpasses all understanding? 

For example, if you're afraid of the dark. If you don't want 

to sleep on a level of the house, where no one else is. Perhaps you 

might also be under the age of 16. If that were to be the case, you 

would want to know that someone is near, someone is close by 

that. You could call out to even in the middle of the night to have 

that comfort of knowing that that person that you love is near you.  
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Isn't the Lord near us? When we go through those trying 

and troublesome times in our lives. It's important for us to 

remember the encouragement that we have from our Lord and his 

word. For example, when we find ourselves lonely or anxious or 

depressed. Do you hear the words of your Savior as he said to his 

disciples? Surely, I am with you always. To the very end of the 

age.  

Or to think about the way that Jesus had described it to 

those who questioned. Where is the kingdom of God? It's not as if 

you can point to an on a map, not here it is, or there it is, but the 

kingdom of God is within you. To know that our Lord Jesus 

reigns in our hearts. To know that Jesus is our savior from sin and 

that we reign with him. To know that the Lord is near as a 

comforting thing. Because we know that our savior is by our side 

and with us every step of the way.  

V 6 – Do not be anxious about anything but in 

everything by prayer and petition with Thanksgiving present 

your requests to God. Now, do you remember the days when you 

were younger and for some of us much younger when it seems as 

if there were no cares and worries in the world? Right, but then, 

what do we know about life? We grow up and those anxious 

thoughts and the difficult things that we have to face in life only 

continue to grow and grow and life gets more complicated. But do 

you know who's greater than any anxious thought or worry that we 

might ever have. It's our savior Jesus.  

The devil is the one who wants you to have anxious 

thoughts. God wants us to identify those lies of the devil, as 

opposed to the truth of his word. He wants us to Cast Away and all 

of that anxiety and worry in, doubts and fears, that the devil tries to 

plant in our hearts. In fact, he tells us in scripture cast all your 

anxieties on the Lord because he cares for you.  

And that's what the Apostle Paul says here too, doesn't he? 

Don't be anxious about anything. Sometimes that's easier said 

than done. Sometimes we might use that word or phrase, put mind 

Over Matter. But he wants us to identify those lies and cast them 

out and cast them on him. He wants us to bring every request. 

Every worrisome in trouble, some worry that we have on our heart. 

To bring in present to him. 
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Jesus is the one who died to pay for every worry. He took 

away our every sin. So that our debt has been paid in full with 

God. When you think about the peace of God, that surpasses all 

understanding – think about Jesus. The one who takes away every 

sin. It has taken away your every sin. The one who we put our 

hope, and all of our trust in when we think about the desire of 

many in the world today, it is peace. Not just in the month of 

December, although all of us would hope for perhaps a little bit 

more of it during this month. But to have that true peace of 

knowing that you have a Savior and to have that true peace of 

knowing where you will be when you die comes only through 

Jesus.  

What do you want for Christmas? What do you desire to 

have? If it truly is peace…Put all of your hope. Put all of your trust 

in Jesus. Think about the ways in which you can rejoice. Continue 

to show your gentleness and kindness to others. Bring those 

prayers and petitions and requests to God. But above all – treasure 

the peace of Jesus in your heart. And continue to run to it more and 

more. In the midst of trouble. In the midst of worry and fear. Know 

that you have peace because of Jesus  

 

Let’s pray – Dear Lord, Jesus. We thank you for giving us the true 

peace, that surpasses all understanding. We ask that you continue 

bringing it to us more and more through the daily struggles of life 

that we might face. Remind us that our every sin is Forgiven and 

that the piece that we need comes only from you. We know that it 

will be a struggle for us at times in our lives. And when it is 

remind us of these two things, That you are always with us and 

will never leave us or forsake us and that you will work out all 

these things for our good. We ask it all in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 

Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not 

be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 
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And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things. 9 Whatever you have 

learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it 

into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 

 

 

 


