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"What Does God Require of Me?" Epiphany 4 

1)  Micah 6.1-8 

2)  February 2, 2020 

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 

perseverance. (2 Thess. 3:5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

What is good? Each of us has a different idea and 

understanding of what is “good.” For the 100 (+/-) or so here 

today, I would imagine that we would look back on the good 

things that we’ve done today, or in the past week. We look at the 

good things that others have done for us – paying it forward at 

Starbucks or like happened to me recently, paying for a tank of gas 

at a local gas station. 

But at times, it’s not only the good things that we think 

about – when there are so many bad things. 

This morning we come to that thought when we hear the 

scene played out for us in Micah 6. In v 8 we’re given a statement 

that can also act like a question when it says, He has showed you, 

O man, what is good. Then goes on to ask – And what does the 

LORD require of you? And this is what we want to think about 

this morning. 

There are many ways to answer that the wrong way. In fact, 

did you know there are roughly 95% of the population that 

believes in a God. 2.5% are atheist and about 3% are agnostic. This 

leaves the remaining 95% or so believing something about God 

and his requirements. 

Think about what Micah says –  

With what shall I come before the LORD  

and bow down before the exalted God? 

 

 The scene is a courtroom. 

- We are there 

o And I’m there with you 

- God is the righteous judge 

 

Micah lived about 700 or so years before Christ at a time in 

the history of God’s people where their moral compass was 
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pointing south – directly away from God. God had given the law 

through Moses at Mt Sinai. God demands – Be holy, as I, the 

Lord your God, am holy. 

Can I meet God’s requirements on my own? Is there a way 

that I can surrender my life and live for him? Is there any type of 

pain and agony I can inflict on myself to pay for my sin? For 

God’s people they would have remembered that a burnt offering 

was the only way to please God. And, there was one offering that 

was given that God considered acceptable. And we’ll talk about 

that in a minute. 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  

with ten thousand rivers of oil?  

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,  

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  

 

i. What if I gave all my wealth – 

everything that I am and everything that 

I have? 

b. We try to do this when we wrong someone. 

We’ll often say, “What can I do to make it up to 

you?” 

i. How about the pain of losing your 

firstborn son? 

1. A sin against an infinite God is 

an infinite debt 

2. Our sin is 

2. The right answers – How are God’s requirements met? 
8 He has showed you, O man, what is good.  

And what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God.  

 

a. God gave them the 10 commandments 

i. OT says there must be sacrifice for sin 

ii. NT – Jesus summarizes the law in two 

ways –  

1. Love God 
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a. Walk humbly with your 

God 

2. Love neighbor – 

a. Act justly 

b. Love mercy 

In OT history, there was one sacrifice that God accepted. 

Think about how God promised Abraham that his descendants 

would be too numerous to count. Well, in order to have 

descendants, he needed to have a son. And, because he was 100 

when he was finally given a son. But then, God asked him to 

sacrifice his only Son. And because Abraham trusted God’s 

promise, he prepared to do just that. 

Think about what God offered. He gave his one and only 

Son to take away the sins of the world. 

 

b. If you read the sermon on the mount, which 

we’ll hear over the next few weeks, you’ll see 

how you melt under the requirements of God 

c. Micah in context –  

d. What does it mean to “walk with God”? 

i. Your exposed and totally accountable 

ii. Your befriended and totally loved 

iii. Your being transformed and changing 

 

 

 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

Listen to what the LORD says:  

“Stand up, plead your case before the mountains;  

let the hills hear what you have to say.  
2 Hear, O mountains, the LORD’s accusation;  

listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.  

For the LORD has a case against his people;  
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he is lodging a charge against Israel.  

3 “My people, what have I done to you?  

How have I burdened you? Answer me.  
4 I brought you up out of Egypt  

and redeemed you from the land of slavery.  

I sent Moses to lead you,  

also Aaron and Miriam.  
5 My people, remember  

what Balak king of Moab counseled  

and what Balaam son of Beor answered.  

Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal,  

that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.”  

6 With what shall I come before the LORD  

and bow down before the exalted God?  

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  

with calves a year old?  
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  

with ten thousand rivers of oil?  

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,  

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
8 He has showed you, O man, what is good.  

And what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy  

and to walk humbly with your God.  

 


