
Build on the Rock 
Matthew 9:1-13 

 
God’s Word for Today 
Many in our world today have negative impressions of 
the church and what the church is all about. We have 
to admit, there are times when we in the church don’t 
help with those impressions. But if we take a look at 
the church as it is portrayed in the Scriptures, the 
church as God meant it to be, we see that the church 
is uniquely designed not only to bring God’s saving 
love to the world, but also to touch and positively 
impact individual lives. Is Church for a certain kind of people (usually people who “live right”)? No. 
In Jesus God loves all people and longs for his church to be a home for every lost sinner. 
 
 
 
WARM UP 
Which is more home to you: 
(a) the place you grew up?  
(b) Where you live now?  
(c) Other?  
 
What makes one place more like "home sweet home"? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read Matthew 9:1-13. 
What did the people expect Jesus to do? Why did Jesus forgive the man's sins instead? Why would 
that be considered blasphemy? 
 
 
 
 
How did Jesus demonstrate that he had indeed forgiven the man's sin? How did the people respond? 
 
 
 
 
What is surprising about Jesus' choice of Matthew? Why? What is the irony in Jesus' response to the 
Pharisees' criticism? 
 



Turn to Titus 3:4-7. What are we reminded of in this lesson? Who makes the "call to faith"? How? 
Analyze each phrase of Paul's description of what God has done for us. 
 

 
 
 

GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
If Jesus really does forgive sin, why do many Christians struggle so with their forgiveness?  What is 
more valuable to you: physical healing or forgiveness? Why? Who are the "Matthews" around you? 
 
 
 
The Lord still “desire[s] mercy, not sacrifice” (verse 13). Give examples of when Christians today 
might perform external works at the expense of works of mercy. 
 
 
 
In 2 Kings 5, we see the actions and attitude of Naaman and call it the “Naaman complex.” How do 
people today display the “Naaman complex” when they are in the presence of God’s people and 
God’s Son, Jesus? 
 
 
 
Is our church inclusive? Exclusive? How might we make it more attractive and welcoming to 
visitors? What can you do to help? Pray that the Lord give you guidance and strength in your 
Christian witness and life! 
 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13) 

✓ Key Response. It’s easy for us to look at the world around us and see all the sin and sinfulness. 
Should we expect anything less from sinners? We need to remember this phrase and learn it 
well – “Jesus calls sinners.” And the second phrase that closely follows – “Jesus calls me.” If 
we look at the world around us and see its’ sinfulness, but fail to see our own, we are no 
better than the Pharisees in our gospel lesson today. If this is something you struggle with, 
ask for the Lord’s help to teach you patience, love and mercy. 

  


