
Build on the Rock 
Matthew 9:1-13 

 
God’s Word for Today 
Many in our world today have negative impressions of 
the church and what the church is all about. We have 
to admit, there are times when we in the church don’t 
help with those impressions. But if we take a look at 
the church as it is portrayed in the Scriptures, the 
church as God meant it to be, we see that the church 
is uniquely designed not only to bring God’s saving 
love to the world, but also to touch and positively 
impact individual lives. Is Church for a certain kind of people (usually people who “live right”)? No. 
In Jesus God loves all people and longs for his church to be a home for every lost sinner. 
 
 
 
WARM UP 
Which is more home to you: 
(a) the place you grew up?  
(b) Where you live now?  
(c) Other?  
 
What makes one place more like "home sweet home"? 
Answers will vary. 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read Matthew 9:1-13. 
What did the people expect Jesus to do? Why did Jesus forgive the man's sins instead? Why would 
that be considered blasphemy? 

The people fully expected Jesus to heal the paralytic. 

The removal of paralysis and the removal of sin—both are beyond the ability of ordinary man 
to accomplish. Forgiveness, though, was the greater of the two tasks. Jesus performed the 
miracle of healing the paralytic (the lesser miracle) to show that he also has the power to 
accomplish the forgiveness of the man’s sins (the greater miracle). Jesus used the healing to 
prove that he has power to forgive sins. If he could not conquer sin, he would have no power 
over its effects. 

Is that blasphemy? In Jewish theology even the Messiah could not forgive sins, and Jesus’ 

forgiveness of sin was a claim to deity—which they considered to be blasphemous. Unless 

Jesus is what His deeds reveal Him to be, the scribes are in the right; because they refused to 

accept that revelation, they finally condemned Him to death. (Matthew 26:63–66) 



How did Jesus demonstrate that he had indeed forgiven the man's sin? How did the people respond? 
Jesus healed the man. Both healing and forgiveness by the effective word alone are divine 
actions, impossible for men; but a man can speak forgiveness without authority and escape 
being exposed; but the word of healing will either expose him or vindicate him because the 
result will be verifiable now, on earth. 

The people praised God. Matthew’s comment in the second half of v. 8 "Men" looks forward 

to the apostolic church, where the word of forgiveness will be spoken with divine validity (Mt 

18:15, 18–20). Forgiveness will no longer be an uncertain, far-off event of the Last Judgment 

but an on-earth present reality. 

 
 
What is surprising about Jesus' choice of Matthew? Why? What is the irony in Jesus' response to the 
Pharisees' criticism? 

Matthew gives us this personal information about himself. Matthew was employed by the 
Roman Empire to collect taxes from the people of his country. Not only were tax collectors 
notorious for their greed and corruption, but as a tax collector, Matthew was in personal 
contact with Gentiles. Of course, Gentiles were regarded as unclean, and so Matthew was 
disqualified from entering the temple. Jesus reached out to Matthew and called him to 
become one of his disciples. Jesus also went into Matthew’s home and ate with other tax 
collectors and sinners. All are welcome into God’s kingdom. In fact, only those who know 
they are sick and repent of their sins can become its members. This truth would continually 
be in the minds of the disciples as they went forth to preach the gospel. 

Have you heard the phrase - "The pot calling the kettle black." The irony is that the Pharisees 
had difficulty seeing their own sinfulness because they were self-righteous. They thought 
they were healthy, when indeed they were just as much "sinners" as those with whom Jesus 
was eating. 

 
Turn to Titus 3:4-7. What are we reminded of in this lesson? Who makes the "call to faith"? How? 
Analyze each phrase of Paul's description of what God has done for us. 

God the Holy Spirit makes the call to faith through our baptism which, through water connected 
to God's Word, offers and gives the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Consider these words of Luther's Small Catechism -  

THE POWER OF BAPTISM  

Third: How can water do such great things?  

It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God's Word which is in and with the 

water and faith which trusts this Word used with the water.  

For without God's Word the water is just plain water and not Baptism. But with this Word it is 

Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and a washing of rebirth by the Holy Spirit.  

Where is this written?  



St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, "[God] saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 

by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

This is a trustworthy saying."  

 
 Analysis of Paul's description of what God has done for us -  

• “kindness and love of God our Savior” God saves us out of love and kindness. 

• “he saved us” A reference to Jesus, who lived a perfect life and died for us. 

• “not because of righteous things we had done” Our salvation is not a reward for our 
goodness. 

• “his mercy” God’s mercy alone saves us from our sins. 

• “washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” Through Baptism, God joined us 
with Christ and then gave us the Holy Spirit. Note the power in Baptism. It 
saves us by joining us with Christ. 

• “generously” The Lord is not stingy with his blessings. He is generous. 

• “our Savior” Again Paul reminds us of Jesus and his work for us. 

• “justified by his grace” We are declared not guilty solely because God is gracious. 

• “heirs having the hope of eternal life” We have an inheritance awaiting us, eternal 
life with God. 

• “a trustworthy saying” There is no doubt about what Paul tells us here. 

 
 

GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
If Jesus really does forgive sin, why do many Christians struggle so with their forgiveness?  What is 
more valuable to you: physical healing or forgiveness? Why? Who are the "Matthews" around you? 

Simple answer - we're human. Many Christians often struggle with their forgiveness because they 
think their sin is so "horrible" or that "God can't forgive me." We need to remember the example 
of Matthew as one where the church is a hospital for sinners. The Apostle Paul is another prime 
example. Read Paul's conviction in the forgiveness Jesus won for him in Romans 8:28-39. The 
father welcoming the prodigal son back into his household. (Luke 15:11-32) The bible is full of 
examples of forgiveness. 

 
Answers will vary. 
 
Who are the Matthew's? Those considered to be outcasts of society. Answers will vary. 

 
The Lord still “desire[s] mercy, not sacrifice” (verse 13). Give examples of when Christians today 
might perform external works at the expense of works of mercy. 

Answers will vary. One example is of church members doing official duties before the 
church service while avoiding the first-time visitor who needs help and could use a 
sign of friendship. 



In 2 Kings 5, we see the actions and attitude of Naaman and call it the “Naaman complex.” How do 
people today display the “Naaman complex” when they are in the presence of God’s people and 
God’s Son, Jesus? 

Naaman was a great man, with an equally great pride in his abilities. He had probably never 
been ignored by someone he went to visit, nor was he ever told to wash in a dirty little river 
like the Jordan. He wanted to be in control, and he was clearly out of control in the presence 
of Israel’s prophet and Israel’s God. 

People today want to do great things for God. They want to offer him money, build great 
buildings for him, earn his favor, and pay for the blessings he has given them. While there is 
nothing wrong with doing great things for the Lord, everything we do for him—every act of 
worship—must be done out of thanks for his gracious gifts of love and forgiveness. 

 
Is our church inclusive? Exclusive? How might we make it more attractive and welcoming to 
visitors? What can you do to help? Pray that the Lord give you guidance and strength in your 
Christian witness and life! 

Jesus showed mercy to a paralytic by forgiving his sins and healing him. He showed mercy 
to Matthew by calling him to be his disciple. Mercy, not sacrifice, is what our Lord wants of 
us. 

Put yourselves in the shoes of a visitor. If you were them, how would you want to be 
welcomed? How would you welcome someone into your own house?  

You might think to yourself - "I can't do that. I'm not that outgoing..." Remember, God is 
using you to further his kingdom and his name. 

List some examples of what you can start doing next Sunday to make our 
church a more friendly and welcoming church. Remember, this is your church! Each 
and every one of us are like Matthew, and we needed Jesus to invite us into His Kingdom. 

 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” (Matthew 9:13) 

✓ Key Response. It’s easy for us to look at the world around us and see all the sin and sinfulness. 
Should we expect anything less from sinners? We need to remember this phrase and learn it 
well – “Jesus calls sinners.” And the second phrase that closely follows – “Jesus calls me.” If 
we look at the world around us and see its’ sinfulness, but fail to see our own, we are no 
better than the Pharisees in our gospel lesson today. If this is something you struggle with, 
ask for the Lord’s help to teach you patience, love and mercy. 

  


