
Build on the Rock 
Matthew 7:15-29 

 
God’s Word for Today 
At this point in the church year, our focus shifts from 
the life of Christ to the life of the Christian. In today’s 
worship, our Lord reminds us that he wants his people 
to put his Word into practice in their lives. May it be 
said of us that our faith is clearly seen in action. 
 
 
WARM UP 
Have you ever been in a house threatened by a natural disaster or calamity? What happened? 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 

Note  

Verse 29 “He taught as one who had authority.” Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount was 

authentic because every single word uttered by Jesus pulsated with divine power 

to convict people of sin and absolve them of their guilt. In contrast to the Jewish 

religious teachers who trotted out lifeless, worn-out, legalistic demands that they 

themselves could not keep, Jesus’ teaching was fresh and powerful and perfectly 

in accord with the intent and spirit of the inspired words of Moses and the 

prophets. 

 
Read Matthew 7:15-29. 
When warning against false teachers, Jesus tells us to recognize them by their fruit. Yet he gives us 
no instructions on what kind of bad fruits to watch out for. How, then, are we to evaluate such false 
teachers? 

Believers, who have grown in Christ and have seen the Holy Spirit work in their hearts, have gained 
insight into the nature of the piety God wishes. We have heard Jesus describe the fruit of the 
Pharisees and have heard him tell us that their righteousness falls far short of his will. We have also 
come to know and understand God’s Word and can evaluate false teachers by the fruits of their 
mouths, that is, their teachings. The true believer may not be clever, but he or she has a purity of heart 
that enables him or her to see through the hypocrisy of false teachers.  

 
Who are the false prophets you need to be on your guard against? 
Answers will vary. Use this time to explore false teachers and their message and compare it to the 
Bible. For example, Joel Osteen is one of the most famous TV figures. He has a message of 
prosperity gospel. 
 
 



Jesus says (verse 21) that not everyone who claims to be one of his teachers shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven. What would disqualify a person? 

Lack of true faith in Jesus, which alone inspires people to serve the Lord in the spirit and way he 
wants. Jesus here is talking about people who preach and teach things that may sound close to his 
Word but depart from it. They are people who perform miracles but do so with a different source of 
power. They even drive out demons but do not do so with the power of the gospel behind them. Again, 
the average believer who is pure in heart can see through the words and actions of such prophets and 
evaluate them for what they are. 

 
 
How do the two house builders reflect the people who heard Jesus? What kind of commitment is 
Jesus calling for here? What is the alternative? 
Jesus’ disciples were the primary hearers. The Sermon on the Mount was full of comparisons like 
this one. Jesus is calling the disciples to build on the rock solid truths of the kingdom of God and 
not on the shifting sands of worldly or man-made thinking. 
 
 
To be a “wise builder” at this point in your life, do you need to learn more or practice what you 
already know? Or both? 

Answers will vary. 
 
 

GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
In verse 22 Jesus grants the fact that false teachers may “drive out demons and perform many 
miracles.” What should this alert us to when we hear of great healings and spectacular spiritual 
accomplishments? 

We are to test a spiritual teacher’s legitimacy on the basis of whether or not his or her teaching aligns 
with the doctrines of God’s Word. Even Satan masquerades as an angel of light and can give power to 
people to do miracles. 

 
 
How would you describe your spiritual foundation? Shaky? Solid? Brand new? Slowly wearing away? 
Rebuilding? What would you have to tear down in order to solidify that foundation? How do you 
need others to help you in the process? 
Answers will vary. 
 
 
How do we build on the rock? 

We build on Jesus. When we are joined with Jesus by faith, we will produce the kind of righteousness 
that he wants—righteousness that is right and fitting for members of his kingdom. As we grow in grace 
and listen to Jesus teach us about what true piety consists of, we will more and more shape our lives 
around his instructions. 

 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 



 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who build his house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24) 

✓ Key Response. Consider the words of Jesus in how you are building your faith spiritually. 
Check your foundation. Avoiding the shifting sand of worldly and new age thinking. Build 
your life around the Rock. Reinforce and continue to build your life around the spiritual, 
rock-solid truths of God’s Word.  

  


