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"What Does Baptism Mean For Me?" Epiphany 1 

1)  Matthew 3:13-17 

2)  January 12, 2020 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. To him 

be glory now and forever. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

As you come into church every week, you probably notice 

several pieces of furniture up front here –  

- The pulpit 

- The altar 

o In some churches it might be free-standing 

where the pastor can stand in the front or behind 

it 

- The font 

o When we think of font, we aren’t talking about 

the type of script on your word processing 

system 

o We’re talking about the baptismal font 

o The pastor will take the child or adult and say, 

“I baptize you in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

What is it? Why is it so important for you and me? Those 

are the questions we want to answer today as we  

Today, we think about the baptism of Jesus. And, we think 

about baptism’s importance for you and me.  

What does God give me in baptism? 

At Jesus’ baptism we are told that heaven opened, the Holy 

Spirit descended as in the form of a dove, and God the Father said, 

“This is my Son, whom I love, with him I am well pleased.” 

Jesus went from being known as the carpenter’s son to now being 

known as God’s Son. 

Jesus had been God’s Son from all eternity. He was right 

there with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit at creation.  But 

here, it’s important to be reminded that Jesus is God’s Son who 

pleases God in every way. How? B/c he was perfect in every way.  
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The apostle Paul says, “You are all sons of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ, have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither 

Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male or female, for you are all 

one in Christ Jesus.” B/c of our baptism, we have been clothed 

with Jesus. That means the perfectness and righteousness of the 

perfect Son of God becomes ours. 

We are God’s children through baptism. We are adopted 

into God’s family. We have the ability to speak with our heavenly 

Father in prayer. Heaven is our inheritance. 

Do you struggle with identity? Do you wonder at times, 

“Who am I?” Look no further than your baptism where you were 

marked as God’s dearly loved child. We are all sons and 

daughter’s of God through our baptism. 

God’s Spirit is mine through baptism 

In our second lesson we were told by Peter through his 

sermon in the early church about what took place at Jesus’ baptism 

– “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power.” Jesus was equipped and empowered for his ministry 

by God the Holy Spirit. This is where he received all the strength 

he needed to carry out the next three years of ministry leading up 

to holy week where he would suffer and die to pay for the sins of 

the world. 

Do you at times wonder where you get the strength to fight 

the attacks of the devil and all his lies and empty promises? You 

get the Holy Spirit through your baptism. 

Paul said – “[God] saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit whom he poured out on 

us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.” We’ve been 

given new spiritual life in baptism. The Holy Spirit comes to 

strengthen or create saving faith. 

We have the power to face all the problems and challenges 

of life. In work, marriage, health and relationships – the Holy 

Spirit is working in us through our baptism – to give us the 

strength to face the difficulties of a new day. 

Jesus took our place 
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When Jesus came to earth, he took on human flesh, was 

tempted in every way, and yet he was without sin. At his baptism, 

at his temptation in the wilderness, on the cross and at the empty 

tomb – every step of the way – Jesus was our perfect substitute. 

All the blessings of Jesus are now ours. 

Think about those blessings every time you come into 

church. And better yet, remind yourself and speak those words of 

comfort and peace every morning when you wake up – I am a 

dearly loved and redeemed child of God. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

 

 


