
How Our King Conquered 
Matthew 21:1-11 

 
God’s Word for Today 
Today is Palm Sunday, named for that day nearly two 
thousand years ago when Jesus entered Jerusalem to the 
sounds of praise and adoration of the people there.  
Laying palm branches and their cloaks in the road, the 
people honored this prophet from Nazareth as their 
Savior.  Some surely saw their Savior from sin; others 
likely saw their earthly savior from the Romans and 
foreign rule.  But either way, the songs of exultation 
rose: “Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is he that 
comes!”  
 
 
 
WARM UP 
Highs and Lows: What was a high point from your life this week? A low point? 
 
 
How would you arrange for a visiting President to have maximum exposure in your town: what 
parades? tv talk shows or radio call-in programs? Where would he eat? Stay the night? 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read Matthew 21:1-11. 
The account of Jesus entering Jerusalem illustrates Jesus’ complete power and complete humility at 
the same time.  
 

• How does it show Jesus’ power? Jesus rode into Jerusalem as a king. (Also note that Jesus 

performed a miracle to procure the donkey on which he rode.) 

• How does it show Jesus’ humility? Jesus rode on the colt of a donkey. 

 
If you had been a disciple, how would you have reconciled Jesus’ humility with his accepting the 
praises of those who were extolling him as the Son of David? 

It is hard to say what the disciples were thinking. For a long time, Jesus had been dissuading his 
disciples from proclaiming his miracles. He had also spoken of his sufferings and death. But now he 
was entering Jerusalem as the King of the Jews and accepting the people’s praises. From hindsight 
we understand that now Jesus could be accepted as Israel’s King. In a few days he would die on a 
cross and win the victory over Satan he came to win. He would then begin his rule, not on a secular 
throne but at God’s right hand, ruling over all things for the good of the church. 

 
 
How does this section help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the 
nature of the kingdom in which we are serving? What kind of king and kingdom were the people 
expecting? 



Power and humility combine. Jesus is a great King. He entered Jerusalem to do battle with sin and 
Satan. He would succeed. Yet he could win the victory only if he humbly submitted himself to his 
Father’s will and went the way of the cross. We proclaim a great King, yet we do so in a spirit of 
humility. We cannot force people to believe. We must rely on the power of the Holy Spirit and know 
that many who reject the gospel will persecute us as they did Jesus. 

The people were expecting the power and force of an earthly king - a bread king. 

 
 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
How would you have reacted if you had been there to greet Jesus riding into town? Do you jump on 
political or religious bandwagons today? Why or why not? 
 
 
How does Jesus' humility resonate with you? How can you imitate him? 
 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. Our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.(Philippians 2:5) 

✓ Key Response. Jesus is our king. We watch his ride into Jerusalem during Holy Week to 
conquer sin and death for us. Because Jesus conquered, I conquer with simple trust in his 
promises. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


