
1 

 

“What Should We Do About the Weeds?” Pentecost 9 

1) Where did they come from? Matthew 10:34-42 

2) What do we do with them? August 2, 2020 

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 

perseverance. (2 Thess. 3:5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Weeds – the biggest pain in all the world. You try having a 

successful garden or a nice green lawn, and the only thing that weeds 

are good for is to mess it all up. They grow everywhere that you don’t 

want them to. You pull them once and they come back even faster. 

You do everything you can to try and get rid of them because you 

know that if you don’t, they will threaten to overtake everything.  You 

want to be able to walk barefoot in your lawn – so you make sure it’s 

free of dandelions and thistles and you use fertilizer and lawn 

treatments to rid your lawn of them. In the garden of Eden, God 

cursed the ground as a result of man’s falling into sin. And ever since 

we would agree that weeds are nothing more than a pain. 

In our gospel lesson this morning, Jesus tells us in a spiritual 

way that there are weeds that try and choke out your faith and the 

work of the church. While it might be tempting to simply pull them 

out and get rid of them like we do in our gardens or in our lawns, 

Jesus insists that we must use different tactics. This morning we ask, 

as the workers did in Jesus’ parable, “What Should We Do About 

the Weeds?” 

Where did they come from? 

Jesus’ parable starts out by telling us that there was a farmer 

scattering good seed and planting in his field.  But while all the 

workers were asleep, the farmer’s enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat. The word that Jesus uses for the “weeds” is a plant 

that looks like wheat – has a stalk and head, but the wheat seeds are 

black, and the only thing that you can say to tell the two apart from 

each other. They deceptively look like wheat when both plants first 

grow.  If you were to simply try and pull the weeds, there would be a 

good chance that you would uproot the wheat as well. Jesus 

explained, “The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy 

who sows them is the devil.” 
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Imagine that your asleep at night, and the enemy, perhaps it’s 

your neighbor, comes into your yard and plants weeds into your 

flower bed, or into your garden. How upset would you be? Probably 

very upset. 

So, who or what are the weeds in our life? The only way we 

can answer that question is by looking at where they come from.  

Jesus says the weeds in the world are sown by “the devil” and are 

“sons of the evil one.” The weeds are anything that come from the 

consequences of sin.  For us that could be when we have doubt and 

worry about financial strife or lack of earthly health.  It could be when 

we question God’s will for our lives and His love for us. God tells us 

about the devil – he’s a “roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) 

Weeds that pop up in our lives can also come from attacks on 

our faith by others. Maybe there is someone at work who is always 

challenging your faith, or it could even be a family member who tries 

to say something smart when you try and share the hope of your faith. 

And weeds can also display themselves in a Christian congregation. 

They would be anything contradictory to God’s will for His Church 

here on earth – anything that attacks the gospel ministry. 

The fact of the matter is that there are some weeds in all of us.  

And what God should do is get rid of everyone of us because of the 

sinful nature that stubbornly resists God and His Word every chance it 

gets. The workers identified the weeds and asked, should we pull 

them up?  And Jesus simply said, “No, b/c while you are pulling the 

weeds, you may root up the wheat with them.  Let them both 

grow until the harvest.” 

Thank God that he “doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve or 

repay us according to our iniquities” (Psalm 103:10). Thank God 

that he doesn't weed out his church on earth like we weed out our 

gardens. Thank God that for Jesus’ sake he patiently forgives many 

times over the sins of the wheat even when we act like the weeds. 

Each and every one of us has been changed from an ugly looking 

weed into a beautiful sprout of wheat, and that was done solely as the 

result of God’s patient love and forgiveness in Christ. Jesus willingly 

endured the cross for all of our impatient times, our impatient words, 

our impatient hearts.  Jesus perfect life and innocent death are ours 
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and covers over all our sins.  The forgiveness we have through Jesus 

motivates us to offer forgiveness to others. There might be people 

who act like weeds among us. God’s love in Jesus allows us to be 

patient with them as we share the good news of Jesus with them.  

Because God wants to bring in all the wheat at the harvest. 

What do we do with them? 

Maybe that gets us to thinking – you really want us to let the 

weeds continue to grow right up until the harvest? That is the thought 

that Jesus explains. Jesus says, “Let both grow together until the 

harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the 

weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 

wheat and bring it into my barn.” It certainly is a difficult point to 

understand.  We often think about the evil that is in the world.  We 

might be tempted to think that God doesn’t care that the devil is hard 

at work in our lives – even in the life of the Church.  The devil is 

trying to use sin and temptation as weeds in our lives to get us to sin. 

Ever since the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, 

the reality is that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.”  But the hopelessness of sin doesn’t end there. That passage 

from Romans 3 continues to tell us that we are “justified freely by 

his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  

Man has fallen short of the perfection that God demands. So God, in 

his love, sent Jesus to buy us back.  God justifies us, or declares us 

not guilty, for Jesus’ sake. And while sin and evil will always be a 

part of the present age, we look forward to the harvest where God will 

bring us as wheat into heaven. 

When we find ourselves wanting to dwell on the evil and 

weeds in the world, God is right there reminding us about his love and 

his power.  He tells us, “Call upon me in the day of trouble. I will 

deliver you and you will honor me.” (Psalm 50:15)  

How do we get this power? It comes to us when we meditate 

on the promises God gives us in His Word. It happens when Christian 

parents bring their child to the font and God washes away all sins 

through water and the Word and continue to bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord. It happens when a Christian 

ridden with guilt over something they’ve done wrong comes to the 
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Lord’s table to be refreshed with the life-giving forgiveness of 

Christ’s body and blood poured out for all our sins. 

Think about the last phrase of our lesson this morning in 

Jesus’ explanation to the parable in verse 42-43 – “The Son of Man 

will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom 

everything that causes sin and all who do evil…Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” 

That’s the kind of resurrection power of the Last Day that all who 

believe in Jesus have!  Gone are all the lasting marks of sin and evil in 

the world – weeds wiped out forever! The righteousness that Christ 

won for us makes us shine like the sun – perfect and holy forever! 

Washed clean in the blood of the lamb! 

So, “What Should We Do About the Weeds?” It would be 

great if the weeds of life were gone forever right now – whether they 

be the weeds in our gardens or yards, or the weeds of sin in our lives. 

But Jesus reminds us this morning of God’s plan until the harvest. 

God has made you a beautiful stalk of wheat. Jesus will come again 

on the Last Day to harvest you into his kingdom. And the weeds, what 

should we do about them? Continue to come to God in repentance 

that you are led by the Spirit to be a stalk of wheat. Continue to bring 

your prayers to God that His Word might work among the wheat. And 

continue to share the love of Jesus with the weeds, so that they, too, 

can be ready for the harvest while there still is time. Amen. 

 

Let’s pray – Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for planting the seed 

of faith deep in our hearts and causing it to continue to grow. As we 

see the weeds of evil and attacks on our faith, may we come to you 

fervently in prayer, and give us zeal to tell the world the good news of 

Jesus. In his name we pray. Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 


