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"Who’s First?" Pentecost 18 
1) Mark 9:30-37 

2)  September 26, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It’s a scene that takes place all across America. It’s sibling 

against sibling. On the way to school – they race out to the car to call 
dibs on sitting in the passenger seat. Who’s first? Racing to get through 

your assignment at school, a project or task at work – to beat out your 

classmate or your co-worker. Who’s first? 
The race is the same in the NFL, College Football, and across all 

of sports. In the Ryder Cup – it’s a race – the first one to 14/14 ½ wins, 

and with it, comes bragging rights. 

In the midst of Our Gospel lesson here before today. Because we 
think about that question of whose first. We tend to want to pit one 

against another brother against sister, classmate against classy. A wasp. 

Yes, employee, when we think about that aspect of who's the greatest? 
We want to learn exactly what it means to be the greatest. 

Jesus appeared in Transfiguration glory. As what he did for his 

disciple, you notice what he says, right away at the beginning.  
30 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did 

not want anyone to know… 

He takes them aside to teach them. How important it is to be a 

disciple of Jesus. To learn from our Savior about what it is and who is to 
learn those things about what is Jesus doing over and over again? So, 

what do you think that is because they didn't get well. Then he don't 

forget these truths when it would come time for him, too.  
31 

…He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three 

days he will rise.” 
32 

But they did not understand what he meant and 

were afraid to ask him about it. 
Jesus was teaching them that the whole reason he came to earth 

was to sacrifice.  He would willingly give up his life as the payment for 

the sins of all people.  Then he would rise from the dead so that all would 
rise, and all who believe in him would have everlasting life.  By teaching 

them this great truth about himself, Jesus was also teaching them that the 

first part of discipleship is sacrifice.   
Last Sunday we heard Jesus say that if anyone wanted to be his 

disciple, he must take up his cross and follow him.  Because Jesus 

willingly sacrificed himself on the cross for us so we could go to heaven, 
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Jesus’ followers lovingly sacrifice for him.  But sacrifice is not a popular 
message.   

You see the disciples had mix ideas of what it means to be great. 

It makes the ideas of what it meant to be Jesus disciple. And Jesus 

wanted to share, because you just wanted to share with them the truth, 
about the kingdom of God, and ultimately for you, and for me, what it 

means to be a Christian to put all and all of our hope in all our trials. 

Jesus Christ, one who's here teaching, and his disciples paying time, 
removing themselves from the crowd and sharing them. W. It's not about 

me.  

Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the 

servant of all.”   

 

When it comes to being a disciple of Christ point that Jesus 

wanted to get across to them, is that your life ought to be a life of humble 
service. It's not about running to the car to try and be first and beat your 

brother or sister. It's not about being the most popular.  

Imagine you’re a fan of the last place team, picked last on the 
playground. Setting aside your own needs and desires for others. When it 

comes to that act of service, and what it means to be first is the last is 

very difficult for us to comprehend in our society. Because we don't have 
in our society has the sole Center Point which many other cultures do. 

But I do. And we strive and work for money and things and power and 

glory in theme notoriety amongst other. People, what did you do with 

your life? What important things did you set your part out for an 
accomplished? But it's life all about accomplishments and about all the 

things that you can achieve. Jesus. Define that great fulfillment in 

everything that we do. He's saying that in order to be first, we ought to 
serve others.  

36 
He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 

him in his arms, he said to them, 
37 

“Whoever welcomes one of these 

little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 

does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 

Is it necessarily just a child? But? That's very kind of have a very 

high place in society. Now. I wonder if this is my own speculation 
children weren't always off. That if you have, But Jesus, here is one. 

Where are we? Jesus little children with no longer, you guys enjoying 

our Lord and savior. The name of Jesus as the one who came to take 
away our every sin. And when you look at our lesson here before us 

today, he think about the disciples who had gas. What's the rate?  
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Put aside our way. Your worship. Who's first? When it comes to 
the time that you have, who's first? What do you think about that person?  

Remember – who put you first? 

Let’s pray – Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for giving us 

these wonderful words of encouragement. To be reminded of what 
greatness looks like and what it means to be your disciple, your follower. 

Help us to always look to Jesus, not only as an example, but as our 

perfect substitute. Amen. 
The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 
30 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not 

want anyone to know where they were, 
31 

because he was teaching his 

disciples. He said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 

into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 

rise.” 
32 

But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid 

to ask him about it.  
33 

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked 

them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 
34 

But they kept 

quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the 

greatest.  
35 

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone 

wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.”  
36 

He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 

him in his arms, he said to them, 
37 

“Whoever welcomes one of these 

little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 

does not welcome me but the one who sent me.” 


