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“True Greatness” Pentecost 22 

1) Mark 10:35-45 

2)  October 24, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

There was a series of commercials back in the 1990’s 

advertising Tombstone pizza. The premise was that there was 

someone about to die, and the executioner would ask, any last 

words…and then, “what do you want on your tombstone?” To 

which the person about to die would say, “Pepperoni and cheese.” 

They were funny commercials meant to make us laugh and 

purchase Tombstone pizzas. 

But what about the question right before they ask – what do 

you want on your Tombstone? Do you have any last words? And 

now you think about that. And really, the aspect of a tombstone is 

the aspect of the last words or an expression of how you lived your 

life. If you walk through a cemetery, for example, you see on a 

tombstone, what people want to be remembered by devoted 

husband, beloved wife, true friend and so many other things that 

might be placed there.  

You might even find a few things that people want to be 

remembered by like Gone Fishin or forever camping because that's 

what they were really passionate about in life. So, what about you? 

What are you passionate about? How do you live your life? Now, 

if you think about it, it's easy for us to look back. But then also 

think about where we are here and now and the aspect of how we 

live. Our life is an aspect that came up in discussion with the 

disciples and really an argument that they were fighting about on 

the road. And that's what we want to think about here. Today is not 

the just what they were fighting about, but more. So how God 

wants us to live our life. Our Lord and savior wants us to think 

about what true greatness really is. What we are achieving, what 

we're striving for and how to get it… In many ways. It's contrary to 

what the world says. But Jesus tells us how true greatness really 

comes. And it's really looking to him.  
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Now the disciples were arguing about who's the greatest in 

the Kingdom…Lord, we have a favor to ask from you can one of 

us sit on your right and one sit on your left. In your kingdom. Now, 

if you remember the disciples often thought like many in the world 

that that time, that Jesus was going to come and restore the 

Kingdom of Israel. Many looked at him. For example, when he had 

fed the 5,000. They looked at him as being their bread, King, they 

wanted someone to take away that Roman rule and Authority. And 

so Jesus when that happens perhaps this is what the disciples were 

thinking is can you place us in positions of high Authority? Like 

there is in the Roman government and every other government on 

the face of the Earth.  

Is that the way to achieve true greatness? In fact, even this 

question that the two brothers asked incited. The rest of the 

disciples were told in our lesson that they became indignant. 

They were very upset. They were very angry even. And what the 

disciples said?  

For someone asks you for a place of high honor or high 

position. You're probably going to think to yourself. Well, does 

that person really deserve it. What are you really asking for? And 

that's what Jesus said to the two disciples when he responded. You 

know, what it is. You're asking for, he explained to him and if you 

look at that phrase there in those phrases, it really is a baptism of 

suffering and even death. And that's what those two brothers James 

and John would face later on in life.  

But notice what he says and he explains it in contrast to the 

world. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that 

those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 

 In other words, this is the way that the world works, the 

world works in positions of authority and authoritarian types of 

leadership. Many lead by having control. The world works in Big 

corporations as CEOs and others do these very things that happens 

in governments and it happens all around the world. But then you 

notice what Jesus says right after he says 
43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 

great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants 

to be first must be slave of all. 
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 It's not like that for a Christian. You don't need to step on 

everyone else in order to succeed in life, in order to get that 

promotion or in order to get that raise. You don't have to as Jesus 

says here, exercise your Authority in this way or control in this 

way.  

But Jesus wants us to think about, and as he explains 

throughout the Bible. True greatness comes in a different way. 

First thought was that, we want to think about is imitating the 

humility of our Savior. It isn't that the humble attitude that Jesus 

took throughout his life. We're told about the position that Jesus 

left. Sitting at the right hand of God came down and took on 

human flesh was born of a poor virgin. In a lowly stable.  

Romans 8:9 – For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 

poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.  

The Apostle Paul tells us in Philippians chapter 2, that he 

was the one who humbled himself to the point of death and became 

obedient to death on the cross. When we think about what that 

aspect of true greatness really is. Would you ever think and would 

it work for you and your life? If you displayed that type of 

humility?  

It's difficult to comprehend, isn't it? Because we see the 

way that Jesus wants us to live and encourages us to live and then 

we see the way that the world and everything else. And the way 

that the world operates. Not only is it an aspect of humility and 

imitating that humility of Jesus. But it's also going to display itself 

then in our aspects of service.  

Let's think about that for a moment in order to be great. 

And in order to be considered truly great to have purpose and 

meaning for your life. Servant, and if that's not enough, be even 

slave of all.  

Sometimes it's difficult to do, isn't it? Sometimes we think 

of serving, whether it be at work in our own homes, whatever the 

case might be service, sometimes comes hard now. Why is that? 

There is something inside of us that says, well, I want what I want. 

There's that aspect of Pride just like the disciples had on display, 

even to go and ask Jesus. This is what we want. This is how we 
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want to live our lives. This is what we achieve and are striving for 

to have that position of honor and Authority.  

God placed us here on this Earth. To live our lives for him. 

Humility is the fruit of faith that says – Thank you Lord, for 

everything that you've done. For me. This is how I live my life. I 

live my life in Humble service to you. Being a servant and slave of 

all on display in your life or in the lives of others.  

It happens when the mother and wife devotes all of her 

time and energy to her family. To make sure that her husband and 

children are taken care of. It's that husband and father, that goes to 

Great Lengths. To make sure that everything is being provided for 

for his family. And setting that type of Godly example? Humble 

service comes when we think about the employer and employee 

relationship and you're doing your best, no matter what the pay. 

Because you want your boss or your company to succeed. When 

we look at these humble types of service and we think about these 

humble types of examples. 

And that brings us to the last point, which comes in the last 

part of our lesson here today.  
45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

Our Lord wants us to look to him. He tells us the Son of 

man did not come to be served. Yet he came to serve and to give 

his life. And that's what Jesus did for you. And for I When we see 

him stretched out on the cross, when we see that Crown of Thorns 

pushed into his head. It's not something that he asks for in order to 

be given a place of high position or authority. He did it because he 

loved you. He did it because he loves me. That's what Jesus did. 

He gave his life. And not only is that a true example of humility 

and a true example of service. A true example of love.  

That God would love me in spite of my human pride, all of 

that striving and longing for in my own life, where I looked to be 

truly great, in the eyes of the world, to receive some type of 

performance or an accolade, like having my name in the paper.  

Yet we see what Jesus did for you and I and giving his life 

for us. And what did he give his life for? It really is that last 

thought when he says, as a ransom for many.  
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Jesus bought us back from sin death and the power of the 

devil. He paid that Ransom price.  

God, demanded perfection. And yet we fall far short. And 

what did God do? He sent his one and only son Jesus to pay the 

price for all of our sins. The pay the price for every one of those 

times that we try and Achieve greatness in Earthly and worldly sort 

of way. We see Jesus, our Savior as the true embodiment of 

humility and service to others, to give up his life.  

Do you want to be truly great? How do you want to be 

remembered? Remember Jesus. He is the very definition of 

greatness. He did the great thing of saving you, me, and all the 

world. He humbled himself to the point of being obedient to death 

on the cross. So that we could have forgiveness and peace of mind. 

So that we could have truly great things – forgiveness here on earth 

and the guarantee of heaven.  

To remember the example of Jesus and how he lived his 

life. But even more importantly, to remember what he did for you. 

And for me. The son of man did not come to be served, but to 

serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. To give his life as 

a ransom for me.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord, Jesus. We thank you for these 

words of encouragement today. To remember, what true greatness 

really is the aspects of humility and service that you showed and 

displayed in our lives. The aspects that we truly don't deserve yet. 

You give it to us freely and how you humbled yourself to the point 

of death on the cross and how you served us and saved us from all 

of our sins. Help us to live out this greatness in our own lives as we 

love and serve others. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 

“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we 

ask.”  
36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.  
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37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the 

other at your left in your glory.”  
38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can 

you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am 

baptized with?”  
39 “We can,” they answered.  

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be 

baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at 

my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 

those for whom they have been prepared.”  
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant 

with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, 

“You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 

authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever 

wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many.”  


