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"Strength to Follow Jesus" Pentecost 6 

1)  Luke 9:51-62 

2)  July 21, 2019 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Are you looking for a job? (Reference teens looking for a 

job that I’ve talked to.) Let’s say that you were looking at the help 

wanted section or on an online website looking for a job, and you 

came across the description that this company will take anyone of 

any age, but there were a few stipulations that made you think who 

would want to take this job? Must work long hours and little pay. 

Must face fierce opposition. There is often little to no reward to 

what you do. If you think about that type a description that would 

be like asking me to go outside on Friday and work during the heat 

of the day and pick rocks. I would absolutely not want to do that. 

Who would want to do that?  

What about the call to follow Jesus that we heard in our 

gospel lesson? Does it sound like something that is enticing to 

you? When Jesus is faced with opposition. When Jesus found 

people who were ready to leave at a moment's notice when they 

had something better to do? This morning we want to find out what 

it means to follow Jesus. We hear and encouragement from our 

savior this morning. He tells us it's not going to be easy, and that 

there will sometimes be opposition. So what do we do when we're 

faced with the difficult task of following Jesus ? How do we get 

that strength to follow our savior? How does Jesus give us the 

strength to follow him?  

At the opening part of the section of scripture we find Jesus 

in Galilee in the northern part of the holy land. In order to get to 

Jerusalem he had to go south and he had to travel through Samaria. 

If you knew or remember about the relationship between Jews and 

Samaritans they hated each other. (Reference the parable of the 

Good Samarian as an example of the stark contrast in relationship 

between Jews and Samaritans). It stands to reason that when Jesus 

literally set his face for Jerusalem, he had a one-track mind. He 

knew his destination and where he was going. The problem was 

those who were there in this area did not really care to have them 
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stop by because they knew where he was going. The opposition to 

Jesus was fierce. The disciples solution was to call fire down and 

rain it on them. At that point Jesus rebuked them for thinking this 

way. You do not destroy your enemies simply for opposing your 

point of view, which is something that many in our society could 

learn today.  

Doesn't it seem like Jesus faced much opposition much like 

the opposition between Jews and Samaritans, much like the 

opposition to between Christian and non-Christian today? It's easy 

to look in the world around us and see that type of opposition, but 

what about the opposition that hits closer to home? Perhaps you 

face opposition from coworkers neighbors and family members 

simply for being a Christian? You claim to profess Christ and 

serve and love Jesus with all your heart and set out to do these very 

things of following Jesus throughout every aspect of your 

life…does it always seem worth it? Especially when you have it 

pushed back in your face. You call yourself a Christian but… What 

we want to remember is that we've been called by our Lord and 

that we have been sent out to share that good news of Jesus with 

others. This is one of the greatest aspects of our lives as Christians 

as followers of Jesus....When we do this, do we at times face 

opposition? When we share the good news of Jesus with a friend a 

family member or loved one?  

It’s not just opposition from the world around us, there is 

also opposition from within. Think of the opposition from within 

when it comes to not wanting to follow Jesus in our own lives? If 

you think about Galatians 5, our 2nd lesson today, Jesus explains 

what it means to be living your life of faith by the spirit . The 

section right before that he tells us what it's like to live in constant 

conflict with your sinful nature. Opposition also comes from my 

own sinful nature.  

Jesus knew exactly what he faced and that's what he had set 

out to accomplish. 

The second thought that Jesus gives us comes in the second 

part of this section of Scripture. He also reminds us that we need to 

have strength when we have opposition from other obligations or 

commitments in life. He offers several examples here.  
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57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.”  
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  
Someone is eager to follow Jesus and wants to follow him, 

but Jesus describes himself as being homeless. Do you really want to 

follow me? This is what it’s like – I have no home. The second person 

needed to go and bury a family member. And the 3rd person had a 

family commitment or an obligation that kept him from following 

Jesus.  

Do we often time have distractions or other commitments that 

keep us from following our savior? There are many distractions in the 

world around us and other obligations that come up in our life that 

threaten to take 1st place and primary importance in our life.  

There are times that we have to confess that we put other things and 

other people in first place and first priority over our Savior in life. 

Jesus gives us a simple command he says love your neighbor as 

yourself. And he says love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

soul and strength and mind. When we think about that very aspect of 

loving God and serving our Savior. We have to confess that we don't 

do it perfectly. That we don't do it with our whole heart. We fall short 

and turn back as those who are in our gospel lesson did.  

But did you notice the good news of the gospel in our lesson 

today? None of this deterred Jesus from where he had set out to go. 

We’re told in a very 1st verse that Jesus had set his face towards 

Jerusalem. He knew where he had to go and what he had to do. Do 

you remember what happened in Jerusalem to Jesus? He wasn't there 

to have a party thrown for him. He was there to be mocked and 

ridiculed, tortured and face suffering and death. He was there to pay 

for the sins of the whole world. He was there to pay for your sins and 

mine. Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross and rose again from 

the grave. To take away all of our sins. He paid for every one of those 

times that we've fallen short and following Jesus in our lives every 

one of those times that we failed to hear his command to follow him.  

What does it mean to follow Jesus? And where do we get that 

strength to follow him? It comes from looking to our savior. In every 

aspect of our life when we face opposition. From every one of those 

who don't want to follow Jesus or those who look down on us because 

we're Christians or they shame us for our Christian morals and values. 
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Every time that you're faced with turning your back on Jesus, look to 

the cross and see what Jesus did there. How he loved you and laid 

down his life for you. He paid the ultimate price and ultimate sacrifice 

to pay for all of your sins. When your faced with the same choices – 

Do I put my family or my work or career ahead of following Jesus or 

do I follow him? May you find strength at the cross when you 

consider the sacrifice that Jesus Made for you. Find strength in your 

baptism and in the Lord's supper where Jesus connects us to his 

suffering and death and resurrection. There he gives us strength to 

live a new life for him. When it comes to finding strength in your own 

life and to make those sacrifices and choices and follow Jesus, you 

find strength at the cross when you see what your savior did for you 

how he won you forgiveness of sins new life and salvation.  

Following Jesus isn't so bad after all. Maybe you’re thinking 

about everything you’d have to give up. When it comes to this life in 

the world that we live in come up we can't take any of it with us. 

Jesus secured for us our eternity and the eternal life in heaven. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on 

ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for 

him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was 

heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw 

this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven 

to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 and they 

went to another village.  
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.”  
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, 

but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you 

go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 

back and say good-by to my family.”  
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 


