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“The Generosity of Discipleship” Pentecost 6 

 Luke 9:51-62 

 July 17, 2022 

May the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. Amen. (2 Thess 2:16-17) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Have you ever had that moment where you were hesitant to 

get into the water? You have that moment when you're standing in 

front of a body of water, it might be a lake and might be a pond, 

whatever it might be, might even be a pool, but you're hesitant. 

You're unsure. What that water temperature is and you're not quite 

certain if you should get in or not. So what do you do? You dip 

your toe in the water, just a little bit to see what the temperature is 

like. It's something that I want to get into. Is this something that I 

don't want to get into? I know my kids or grandkids might be 

encouraging me or my friends might be encouraging me, “Come 

on in the water's warm!” Even though the air temperature might be 

cold outside. Even though there might be other uncertainties…Do I 

get in?  

We think of the discipleship the same way we heard in our 

lesson, Jesus call to disciples call to his people. Follow me. And 

what was the reaction Somewhere overzealous and dove in 

headfirst or wanted to dive in head first. And then the second to 

wanted to If they're Towing, wanted to see how warm the water 

was weren't quite certain and had to take care of a few odds and 

ends around the house. When Jesus calls us to discipleship, what 

exactly does that mean? And the word that I want us to focus on 

today when we think of discipleship and what it means to be a 

believer. Following Christ is this generosity are giving Of our self. 

So often we tie that word generosity to money. We tie that word to 

our income. How generous do I want to be with my loved ones, 

with my family members, even towards myself. We might be very 

frugal and not want to spend a whole lot of money. We think that 

we're practicing good stewardship. And when it comes to 

generosity, there's not much giving that's there. But what about 
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when we're not talking about God's Gift of money, God's Gift of 

Earthly possessions and wealth? God wants us to think about our 

whole life, everything that God has given to us everything that God 

has blessed us with. How are we generous with that in order to 

look at this text in this lesson, that we have here before us?  

I want to do something just a little bit more. And not only 

think of the generosity of discipleship, but first think of the 

generosity of service and that thought really comes up, even in the 

verses that are after our lesson, which are read to you here in just a 

moment. But first, I want you to think about that generosity of 

discipleship in the greater context of what Jesus is doing here in 

Luke chapter 9, at the beginning of the chapter, he calls out and 

sends out the 12 Disciples – Follow me. And then, what do we see 

here at the end of chapter 9 and then leading into chapter 10? Not 

only is that calling out to the disciples follow me but Jesus then 

sends out the disciples and not just the 12 but the 72. Reminding us 

of Jesus sending us all out to follow him and serve as his disciples. 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and 

sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am 

sending you out like lambs among wolves. 

This will be the focus of our Gospel lesson next week. 

Today we think about this generosity of discipleship, what does it 

mean to be generous and have a generosity of service? Not only 

does Jesus call to us, follow me. But then, what is Jesus do? Being 

a disciple means that Jesus sends us out and how did he send out 

these disciples? He sent them out two by two and he told them the 

Harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

Harvest to send out workers into his Harvest field. Jesus calls us to 

follow him but he's given us a task. He wants us to serve him in his 

kingdom.  

Think about all of the Bible passages that tell us or describe 

how we serve our Lord and savior. Romans, for example, tells us 

In view of God's mercy, offer your bodies, as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God, this is your spiritual act of worship. 
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Or take for example, in Ephesians chapter 2, where the Apostle 

Paul tells those Believers there – we are God's workmanship 

created in Christ. Jesus to do, good works.  

You know how sometimes it's difficult to get motivated. 

I'm going to use kids, for example, you ask them to go and do 

something even in the midst of Summer, but it takes them a little 

while, and then a little while longer, and then even longer beyond 

that for them to finally get up and do the thing that you may have 

asked them to do. Sometimes, we grown-ups get that way. We're 

not exactly motivated to go and do something.  

How motivated are we for service? How motivated are we 

to serve our Lord and not only serving our Lord, but serving our 

neighbor. Did you catch on that in Galatians, chapter 5 in our 

second lesson for today? There are a lot of commands and a lot of 

encouragement that the Lord gives to us through, Paul's letter to 

the Galatians Christians. But one that really sticks out to me is this 

Love your neighbor, right? It doesn't got tell us love your neighbor 

as yourself. How are we doing in that service? As Jesus sends us 

out two by two? Sending out every one of his disciples to serve 

him in his kingdom.  

Remember that the Harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 

Who in your Harvest field? Did you spend a little bit of time who 

and your Harvest field in your neighborhood in your community, 

amongst your circle of friends? Could you offer an invitation to 

Who amongst those people that you interact with on a regular basis 

but you have the opportunity to plant a gospel seed to. And it 

might not be a full-out explanation of who Jesus is and what he's 

come to do. But sometimes it simply happens by how you live 

your life and acts of service in acts of love. In your neighborhood, 

in your community, amongst your friends, whoever it might be It 

isn't that what God has called us to do. So instead of having a 

difficult time getting the motivation to get up and do something. 

How about we think about that call that God has given to us as his 

disciples to serve It's not something that he wants us to be half-

hearted about like that person standing at the edge of the pool or 

the edge of that body of water and dipping their toe into God wants 

us to be generous in that service to him to love our neighbor as if 
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we're showing that same love to our Lord and remembering that, 

God is the one who's given us that call to serve him by serving 

him, and loving others that gets us to our main point. Live a life of 

unselfishness – you’re here to serve 

When we think of that generosity of discipleship, that call 

for total commitment to Of Our Lord. Savior. It's kind of difficult 

to have that desire built inside of us to serve our Lord, with our 

whole heart…if we don't first understand that it takes that 

generosity of service of serving others. What do we mean by that?  

 

Generosity of Discipleship 
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.”  
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 

father.”  
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 

you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let 

me go back and say good-by to my family.”  
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”  

 

Jesus has this interaction with three different men. And it 

goes like this as they were walking along the road. A man said to 

him. I will follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied. Foxes have 

holes and birds of the air have nests but the son of man has no 

place to lay his head. So, the first man, And a, an eagerness and a 

desire to do whatever it took. I'll come follow you Lord. But what 

about the 3rd man? What type of Savior was he looking for?  

 

Was he looking for the one who could he could vote in at 

the ballot box and could change politics? Was he the type of Savior 

who he could see changes in other ways and other facets of life. Or 

was he the one as Jesus described here who had no place to lay his 
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head? Who had a Manger as his first bet. Who took on the crown 

of thorns outstretched arms, found himself bloodied and beaten. Is 

that the type of Savior that you're looking for? Come – follow that 

one.  

Now, the second and third man are very close and alike in 

the sense that they had to do something else.  

Now, how many of us love our family? Right, I do. Isn't 

this difficult to think about, I have a funeral to attend to. I have a 

family member in my family to go and say goodbye to look at the 

Prophet, Elijah. Who had to go back had to sacrifice the Yokes of 

oxen And then went and followed Elijah and followed the Lord's 

call. For us. Jesus isn't meaning to be harsh in this sense. But how 

many of us when it comes to the call of being RC disciple and a 

follower of our savior say first Let me go and do something else. 

God wants us to be. Absolutely, 100% totally committed to 

following him. But if I were to give you some time to come up 

with a list of things you could do first, I imagine that we could 

probably come up with quite a few.  

First, the Lord, let me go and do this other thing rather than 

serving you in your kingdom. It's difficult for us to give up our 

whole heart to Jesus. If we don't consider all of the unique 

ramifications of what Jesus is calling us to  

Go and proclaim the kingdom of God or as he says, in 

verse 62 to the third man. No one who puts his hand to the plow 

and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God. Now I 

can't imagine Elijah the farmer being out in the field and Elijah 

come and say leave everything behind. Leave your job, leave your 

means of income, and come and be in my attendant,  

Read in the verses before. This was God's call. This was 

God's command. This is absolutely 100%, the way that it was 

going to play out. Elisha, you'll be the successor to Elijah.  

No one who puts their hand to the plow and looks back 

is fit for service.  

Looking back on the things that we've left. Looking back at 

all of the other things that could be of great benefit monetarily 

familiarly and in so many other ways to us. But forsaking 

everything. For Jesus the picture is this – right in the word, first 
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has that idea or mindset behind it. My priorities when Jesus is 

telling this story, my priorities are flat-out wrong.  

No one who puts their hand to the plow and looks back 

is fit for service. It was an agrarian society. You could run into a 

lot of things – a rock, and other things. You could ruin your 

equipment or run out of seed. In other words, don't look back 

because you have to stay focused on what's right in front of you.  

Do you hear Jesus calling you? To be his disciple. To serve 

him in his kingdom and to follow him. It's difficult. To think of it 

to put our cell following first into that. Jesus – for our sins to pay 

for every one of those times that we've Failed to follow his call. It's 

not easy and so often it is so difficult. But even those times that we 

failed our Lord's call and we failed to follow him. Jesus forgives us 

for that too. Do you understand? The whole meaning and the full 

weight of what Jesus did for you.  

Do you understand that? Jesus is your savior from sin. And 

what his free and undeserved love, what his grace is for you. And 

for your life?  

Jesus calls you to serve as he calls you to discipleship, 

follow me. Go out into the kingdom of God, serve and love your 

neighbor, in your neighborhood, in your community, amongst your 

family and friends, be my disciple, it'll reflect itself in those fruits 

of faith that you displayed, It'll show itself in the way that you live. 

But before you get to any acts of discipleship, before you get to 

any type of service, remember God's grace for you? Then he sent 

his son Jesus to be your only savior from sin. Who wouldn't want 

to follow Jesus? The one who loved you and put you first.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord God again, we thank you for your 

encouragement – to remind us that you have called us to 

discipleship to follow you, to be your disciple and to make more 

disciples. Help us do this to wholeheartedly – to love and serve 

you and to serve others. In your kingdom, bless us in this service 

and help us to focus. Not on ourselves. But on you the one who 

loved us first and gave up his life for us. We ask this all in Jesus 

name. Amen.  

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 
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49 “Master,” said John, “we saw a man driving out demons 

in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of 

us.”  
50 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said, “for whoever is not against 

you is for you.” 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent 

messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get 

things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome 

him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the 

disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you 

want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But 

Jesus turned and rebuked them, 56 and they went to another 

village.  
57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.”  
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.”  
59 He said to another man, “Follow me.”  

But the man replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my 

father.”  
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but 

you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  
61 Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let 

me go back and say good-by to my family.”  
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.”  

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent 

them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where 

he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, 

but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

 


