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“Questions That Need Answers” Pentecost 5 

 Luke 9:18-24 

 July 10, 2022 

May the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. Amen. (2 Thess 2:16-17) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

“Hey Siri…” 

- What’s the weather forecast for the day? 

- …help me settle this debate with my friend? Who was 

the MVP of Super Bowl 31? 

- Or, you wonder if you’re even asking the right question 

–  

o How much does it cost to own a dog? 

o How much will my kids love a dog? 

 

We like asking questions that have an answer. And with 

today’s increased technology, we receive those answers instantly. 

Many of these questions are not life or death. But some 

questions may be more serious than asking Siri – asking our doctor 

about our health. Asking a financial advisor about our retirement 

strategy. When a child asks their parents serious life questions. 

In the verses before us Jesus poses questions to his 

followers. Isn’t it usually the other way around – that us, his 

followers, ask questions of Jesus? 

- Jesus, will you help me? 

- Jesus, why did this happen? 

- Jesus, where are you leading me? 

But before we can really bring our questions to Jesus, we 

need to clearly and correctly answer the questions he has for us. 

They are important questions, questions that have to do with our 

evaluation of him and our relationship to him. Those are questions 

that need an answer. So let’s spend some time looking at Questions 

that Need Answers – Do we know who he is; Do we know who we 

are?  

Do You Know Who He Is?  
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Jesus was experiencing a time in his ministry when “many 

of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him” (Jn 6:66). 

This explains why Jesus in our text pointedly asks his disciples to 

state their opinion concerning him. 

He asked, “Who do the people out there say that I am?” 

All kinds of answers came back. All of them showed a high 

opinion of Jesus, but all of them indicated a lack of understanding 

about Jesus. “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and 

still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back 

to life.” 

 

“Who,” he asked, “do you say that I am?” 

 

There were more that were following at that time when he 

asked this question but he simply said who do you say that I am 

now? I think of it in terms of this way, right. A group of disciples 

sitting there with Jesus, who do you think the spokesman was – of 

course, it had to be Peter. Peter was the one who piped up and said 

right away – “You are the Christ of God.”  

People are saying you're Elijah…you're a miracle worker 

one who's doing a lot of good things out in the in the world and out 

in society, helping people with very specific needs in the 

community, healing the sick, even raising the dead. Some think 

that you're John, the Baptist….Some think that you're the 

Forerunner, you're the one to come to tell people about this 

promised Messiah.  

But what about you? What about you followers? And 

Believers of Christ and it is a great confession that Peter gives. He 

says the Christ, the of God, if you look at other gospel lesson 

specifically in Matthew, it says that Peter answered. You are the 

Christ, the son of the Living God. We won't get into more detail 

about Matthew 16, but that's the instance, where Peter also then 

very soon after Rebuked by Jesus. After giving this wonderful 

confession of Faith disciples sometimes, our misguided to 

Sometimes we ask of Jesus. Rather than letting him tell us who he 

is. For example, how often in our prayer life, don't we expect Jesus 

to Simply Be A Miracle Worker, Lord, if only you would help me 
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in this way, If only you would take care of this immediate problem 

or injury or serious health, scare that I have. What happens when 

we put all of our eggs, in the basket of Jesus, being a miracle, 

worker, and taking away all of our problems. We miss who Jesus 

really is. Isn't it as simple as what Peter had announced about? 

Jesus. That Jesus is the Christ of God, that Jesus is the Messiah or 

the anointed one.  

The Jesus is the one who God promised all the way back to 

the Garden of Eden that he would send his son. To take away the 

sin of the world. That he would send his son to crush sin death, and 

the power of the devil once and for all. Isn't it as simple as that. At 

times, it's hard for us. To say those words and then yet believe the 

very simple truth. That Jesus is our son. Because sometimes when 

it comes to Jesus, we want more and we want him to bend his will 

to our own sometimes faulty thinking. 

Now, as much as we asked about and think about Jesus, 

first question there, who do you say that I am? Jesus goes on to 

have that conversation with his disciples. He went on to tell them 

about the suffering and shame rejection and crucifixion that he 

would endure because of the sins of the world. But then he said to 

them –  

New Identity 
23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 

follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a 

man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very 

self? 

 

The second question that really needs an answer is, do you 

know who you are? We know who Jesus is. He's the one who's the 

savior of the world, there's no mistaken identity. Jesus tried to be 

very plain with his disciples and tell them the son of man must 

suffer must die. And then three days later will rise again. But when 

it comes to our life, Do we know about our identity? What happens 

when we try and place all of our identity mistakenly? We try and 

place it in worldly, possessions or things. We try and place it on 
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wealth or on job status. We can be the greatest accountant, we can 

be the greatest, whatever it might be, we might even be the greatest 

homemaker. Or retiree or whatever it might be. And yet what 

happens? If not everything goes, the way that we plan, What 

happens if, for example in our work life were like go. What 

happens if we place all of our identity on Who We Are? A pastor 

or whatever your title or status might be then identity. Often comes 

with it, a sense of sadness and loss because we've placed all of our 

identity in Who We Are. But did you hear in our second lesson 

today? Cool guy tells us very clearly that we are. You're a baptized 

child of Christ. There's no mistaking that identity, no matter what 

happens, no matter how many things change in life you can always 

rest on that identity of who you are. Not because of something that 

you do or a title or status that you earn or amount of wealth that 

you might collect. Your status as a redeemed child of God and it 

dearly loved child. Of God, never changes.  

When you were baptized God marked you, as his very own 

he adopted you and brought you into his family. You can rest 

assured when you asked that serious question and you wonder to 

yourself, who am I really? When You Face a change of jobs, when 

You Face a fork in the road in life, Your identity as God's child 

will never change. And it's because of Jesus. It's because of what 

Jesus has done for you. It's because he's bought and purchased you 

from sin, death in the power of the devil, not with gold or silver. 

But with his holy, Precious Blood and with his innocent suffering 

and death. Now, what does? God want you what does our lord 

Jesus want you to do with that life here today? Now, the question 

comes with this statement of Jesus here in these last three verses.  

What do you need to lose? That sense of identity or very 

self. Not putting all of that identity, and all of our self-worth in 

other things, but finding that sense of identity and self-worth only 

in Jesus, Not going to outside sources for reward or pleasure but 

finding your sense of value. And meaning in life, only in Jesus. 

Jesus asked some very pointed questions here today. Questions that 

most certainly need an answer, we think about those questions.  

What does God have for me in my life. What direction does 

he want me to go? It really comes down to the two questions that 
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we think about here today. When we're a believer in Christ and we 

face persecution when we face difficult things in life. To remember 

that, it's about who Jesus is. Jesus is our Lord and Savior. He's the 

Christ, the son of the Living. God. He's the one who came to take 

away sin and death forever.  

And when we're a Believer, following Christ, we continue 

to know what our identity is. Is that were redeemed children of 

God and that because of Jesus life death and Resurrection, we don't 

have to worry about what's going to happen in this life if we Face 

persecution or difficult things. Because we know that even at the 

end of this life, More importantly, there is the life to come. There's 

an eternity waiting for us in heaven because of Jesus.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus. We thank you for your grace 

and every blessing and the opportunities that you give us in life as 

believers to follow you. At times we might face persecution, but 

help us come into clearer focus on who you really are – our Lord 

and Savior from sin. And who we really are – We are your children 

dearly loved and redeemed. It’s in Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 

 

New Identity 
23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 

follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for a 

man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very 

self? 

 

 

 
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples 

were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”  
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19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say 

Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has 

come back to life.”  
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I 

am?”  

Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 

And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and 

he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  
23 Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after 

me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and 

follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me will save it.  

 

 


