
The Road to Emmaus 
Luke 24:13-35 

 
God’s Word for Today 
The risen Jesus revealed himself many times to his disciples before he 
returned to heaven in glory. By his resurrection appearances, Jesus brings 
his people joy and equips them for service in his kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
WARM UP 
When you’re really down, do you want to be alone or with others? 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 

Verse 21 “It is the third day.” The English translation is somewhat misleading here. The 

sense is that Jesus is already into his third day in the grave. If something were 

going to happen, it would have happened by now. 

Verse 30 The breaking of bread here refers to a meal, not to Communion. 

 
Read Luke 24:13-35. 
What are the two disciples talking about as they walk (19-24)? What tones of voice do you hear? 
What hopes are dashed? What plans might they be making? How do they react to the “stranger”? 
 

The events of the last three days were certainly the talk of all Jerusalem. How could anyone not know? 
They assumed he was a traveler there for the Passover who didn’t have a clue what had been going 
on. 

 
 
What hope did they confess? What is the status of it by Easter Sunday evening? 
 

They had believed that Jesus was the true Messiah and that he was going to redeem Israel. They 
believed he was the prophet who was to come. They did not yet understand all that that meant, but 
they had put their trust and hope in him. Now, it all appeared to be over. It seemed that he had died 
and lost. It seemed that they had been mistaken. Even the vision of angels reported by the women 
was unconfirmed. The men had found only an empty tomb, no angels and certainly no Jesus. 

 
Why did Jesus rebuke these two men? How did Jesus help them? 
 

Jesus gave them a rather strong rebuke. He called them foolish and slow of heart. He was referring to 
their lack of understanding of the Old Testament prophecies. They should have known these things 



were going to happen. God had spelled it all out. Jesus proceeded to work through the Old Testament, 
beginning with Moses and the Prophets and explaining what they had prophesied about him.  

 
 
What did they do when they realized it was Jesus? What good news did they hear? 
 

Immediately, they returned to share the joy with the rest of his followers. They heard that Jesus had 
appeared to Simon Peter (an appearance that Scripture does not describe for us). 

 
 
What encouragement is found in this account to spur us on to study the Old Testament? 
 

We are blessed with the New Testament, which makes everything about Jesus clear to us. But if we 
only had the Old Testament, we would understand the basic truths about how Jesus would establish 
his kingdom—by his death and resurrection. 

 
 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
What is our only comfort when life doesn’t make sense to us? 
 

Jesus is alive. He has conquered all that sin does to us. He will take us home forever. 

 
 
What does the good news of Jesus’ resurrection inspire us to do? Who could you communicate 
these truths with today? 

 

To share that wonderful news with one another in the church and with those who still need to come to 
faith. 

 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the 

road and opened the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32) 

✓ Key Response. Jesus comes to meet you no matter what road you are traveling on. The next 
time you open up your Bible, may your heart burn within you as Jesus comes to you in 
Scripture and speaks to your heart. 

  

 


