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“Getting Ready for Jesus?” Advent 1 

1) Luke 21:25-36 

2)  November 28, 2021 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 

and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve him…To him 

be glory now and forever. Amen. (Rev 1:5-6) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

If you hadn’t noticed, stores across the nation have been 

getting ready for Christmas. Displays, row after row of the latest 

gadget and TV, and toys upon toys have taken over every 

Walmart, Target and Best Buy. This is how America gets ready for 

Christmas. This is how America gets ready for Jesus? 

As Christians you and I know that Christmas isn’t all about 

toys and games and….but it is all about getting ready for Jesus.  

This morning, Jesus tells us what he wants us to know and 

why we need to know it in how we Get Ready For Jesus. 

Today is the first Sunday of the church year and also 

known as the first Sunday of Advent. And when we think about 

Advent, we want to focus our thoughts on the coming of Jesus. Not 

only his coming at Christmas, but that we prepare our hearts for his 

second coming. When he will come either on the last day or the 

day we die to take us home to be with him in heaven.  

Getting ready for Jesus can be both a question and a 

statement. But when you read through our gospel lesson, the first 

thing that our Lord tells us here today, is he wants us to get ready 

for his coming. And what does he want us to know as we get ready 

for his coming? Well, those are the thoughts that it has before us in 

the first few verses. Now, before I read those for you again, I want 

you to think about this. Jesus is right near the end of his Earthly 

life. He says these words to those who were there on Tuesday of 

Holy Week. Now, earlier in Luke 21, he had talked about the 

destruction of the Temple… 

What does he want them to know? We'll take a look what 

he says here in verses 25 through 28.  
25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On 

the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the 

roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 
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bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When 

these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

Now, when I read these words, there can be two lines of 

thinking. Either doom and gloom, or be in awe at what the Lord 

will do.  

Have you ever seen one of those end of the world movies? 

Right Hollywood calls them, a blockbuster film often airing 

sometime in the summer or at Christmas? Because they want as 

many people as possible to go and see them. I know growing up as 

a kid. I enjoyed going to the movies and watching those type of 

movies and thinking about while is this what the end of the world 

is going to look like. Well, take it from Jesus himself. When he 

says that there will be these signs. It's not only here in Luke 21 

throughout Revelation and throughout many other parts of the 

Bible our Lord and savior talks about the end of the world.  

What does that look like in terms of our society? It might 

look like Doom and Gloom throughout our society. As we think 

about recent events that have taken place here in Waukesha. We 

think about those random acts of violence, or perhaps even planned 

acts of violence and we think about that when tragedy strikes. 

Hurricanes and earthquakes. Wars and rumors of wars. Before the 

end comes. But is it all about the Doom and Gloom predictions? Is 

it all about that fear and worry that men might have in their hearts. 

Is it that way for a Christian when we think about our own getting 

ready for Jesus?  

Well, as we get ready for Jesus, Jesus wants, first of all, to 

comfort us, with these words and think about that last phrase there 

in verse 28, when he says that your Redemption is Drawing 

Near. Now, certainly, we know that because of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, because he came to Earth and took on human 

flesh because he lived a perfect life and died on the cross.  

Our Redemption – being bought back from sin, death and 

the power of the devil – is complete. But when Jesus refers to our 

Redemption being drawn near he wants us to think about more 

importantly, our Salvation. He wants us to think about our being in 

heaven with him when we die. Now, how do we know that? That's 



3 

a certainty, because of all the comfort and all the promises in the 

Bible.  

God wants you to get ready for him and God wants you to 

continue to get ready for Jesus. Coming to take you home to be 

with him in heaven. By being prepared. By knowing that believing 

in Jesus – you will enter into heaven. It really is as simple as that. 

Getting fur, ready for Jesus means knowing the facts that we don't 

have to be worried. Put that as Christians we can take heart 

because surely our Redemption, our Salvation is Drawing Near. 

And it's closer today than it was yesterday, and it'll be closer 

tomorrow than it is today.  

Now, not only does he want us to know the what about his 

coming. He also wants us to know the why behind it. He wants us 

to know a few certain facts of those details. Now, the first thought 

comes just in terms of paying attention to what those signs look 

like, as we get ready for Jesus. Listen to what our savior says.  
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and 

all the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you 

see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God 

is near.  

Here in verses 29 and following. After Jesus had said that 

about those signs. He told them this, Parable, look at the Fig Tree 

and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is near even. So when you see 

these things happen, you know, that the kingdom of God is near 

Now, this is a hard thing to put, think about isn't it? Because we've 

just gone into our winter hibernation. So to speak, when we see no 

forms of life in the trees and everything around us because all of 

those leaves have fallen, but imagine with me for a moment that 

day in the spring, when you will see those little Sprouts of Life 

coming.  

In the same way God wants us, as we think about that, life 

coming. To pay attention to the facts that are all around us. When 

you see these things happening, you know, that the kingdom of 

God is near. And how do we know that the kingdom of God is near 

God continues to remind us of all those wonderful promises 
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throughout his word. He tells us that the kingdom of God is in fact 

in our hearts.  

It's already been established. There. It happened at your 

baptism when you were brought into gods family and it continues 

to grow and strengthen, at the as the Holy Spirit grows that faith in 

your hearts. Now, the kingdom of God that's near is also when we 

think about his return and not only does he want us to pay attention 

to that and get ourselves ready and prepared for that. And these are 

loving gospel encouragement, sore imperatives, that remind us of 

what he wants us to do. Listen to the last few verses. Of what our 

Lord tells us.  
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 

dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day 

will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35 For it will come 

upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be 

always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape 

all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 

before the Son of Man.”  

Now, the first point he makes there in those last few verses 

is being careful, being careful or else. Now, would be very easy to 

fall into many of the traps and wanderings of the world. When we 

think about getting ready for Jesus, and being fearful and filled 

with anxiety, like much of the world around us, certainly is, that's 

why you see those blockbuster movies make millions and millions 

of dollars.  

Because there is much fear and trepidation about that great 

day. But it doesn't have to be that way with a believer. And the 

first warning that our Lord gives us here today is that he wants us 

to be careful. And why does he want us to be careful or your 

hearts will be weighed down with dissipation drunkenness and 

the anxieties of life. Now, when your heart is filled with worry 

and anxiety.  

There's really two ways that you can go about it. You can 

do as this warning suggests and you can fill yourselves with any 

one of a number of addictions like drunkenness. Like drugs like 

pornography. Because your heart is so full of fear about what's to 

come, your heart is so full of fear and worry and anxiety. Because 

of your life right now.  
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Because the troubles that are in your life because the 

troubles that are in the world around us and the trap that Jesus says 

here is to be careful or else. This will certainly can and will 

happen. Now, the warning also comes with it and encouragement. 

And that loving encouragement is not to go down the ways of the 

world and how they handle worry and the anxieties of life and that 

it will that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  

But he wants us to, as he says There To Be watchful and 

then also to pray, tell think about standing watch. And being 

watchful and praying. The loving encouragement from our Lord to 

always be on the watch, to always be on the lookout for white 

might come. I like to think about when we think about the last day 

this way and it's described in other places in the Bible. It's like the 

beginnings of birthing pains for nine months on an expecting 

mother will wonder when that day will come and will continue 

with anxious anticipation until their newborn arrives, but they don't 

know the exact moment. They only know that it will indeed come. 

They get ready. They prepare for that day. They paint the nursery. 

They get everything ready because they want to bring their child 

home from the hospital and love it. As only a newborn can be 

loved by their parents.  

Now, when you think about being on Watch and being 

ready, how are you ready for Jesus? Are you on the watch and 

ready by reading? Your were reading the word of God daily, by 

continuing, to hear those loving encouragement from your savior 

building up your faith in him. So that when he comes says, he 

encourages us here that we might be able to stand.  

Another way in which he tells us that we can do that. And 

standing watch is also to pray when we think about the prayers of a 

Christian. He encourages Us in his word – Cast all your anxiety is 

on him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7) All of those fears, 

all those worries, all that trepidation that you might have about life, 

or even the life to come. Give It All to Jesus. Why? Because your 

Lord and Savior is the one who helps you get ready. For his second 

coming. Your Lord and Savior is the one who came the first time. 

And loved you so much and loved the world so much that he died 

to take away the sins of the world. And as he ascended into 

heaven, after he had risen from the dead, we hear that same loving 
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encouragement as he had shared on that day of his Ascension that 

he will come back in the same way to take us to be with him.  

What does it mean to get ready for Jesus? To continue to 

keep your hearts focused and prepared on his second coming. It's 

very easy to get distracted. By all of the trappings of the world is 

very easy to get wrapped up here, over the next month and focus 

solely on the material blessings of Christmas. But when we think 

about getting ready for Jesus. That’s what Advent is all about. And 

that is what God wants us to do. Not only today and during this 

time of the church year, but every day. What's the world doing to 

get ready for Jesus? Sometimes it might make you scratch your 

head and wonder. But perhaps you can think of your life as a 

Christian and know that God continues to prepare you to get ready 

for his coming again. Then perhaps when your unbelieving friends 

have those same type of questions, you can share the good news of 

your Savior. And that through faith in Jesus, no one needs to worry 

about that day because that's a day for Christians – where those 

who believe in Jesus. That all of those preparations and getting 

ready for his second coming will come to fruition. Or as we hear 

his loving encouragement here. That that day of salvation, that day 

of redemption is Drawing Near.  

 

Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for both these words of 

warning and also loving encouragement. As we think about your 

second coming, continue to help us prepare our hearts and get 

ready for you. Not by following after all of the things of this world 

as the world gets ready for Christmas, but to look at the coming of 

Jesus – as he came to be our savior from sin, and as we prepare to 

receive you again on that last day, continue to bless us as we get 

ready for you and for your coming again. In Jesus name, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
 

 
25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the 

earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 
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and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, 

apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly 

bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When 

these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”  
29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all 

the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves 

and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these 

things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  
32 “I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not 

pass away until all these things have happened. 33 Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with 

dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day 

will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35 For it will come 

upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be 

always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape 

all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand 

before the Son of Man.”  

 

 

 

 


