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“The Narrow Door of Heaven” Pentecost 14 

 Luke 13:22-30 

 September 11, 2022 

May the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. Amen. (2 Thess 2:16-17) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

It’s GameDay! Our favorite team is playing today against 

the Minnesota Vikings. Next Sunday night, we play the Chicago 

Bears in our first home game, some of you are looking forward to 

going to the game. Go and you drive by Lambeau. And you see 

gates all over the place, people fitting into an NFL stadium to 

watch their favorite team in action. Fans trickle in and then it starts 

to grow and get bigger. All the fans want to find their seat before 

kickoff. But what happens when all those fans 80,000 of them are 

trying to use all these gates and they have issues getting in – 

mobile ticketing…or a lack of workers post-COVID? There is a 

long line of people waiting outside the stadium, even though the 

game is being played inside and kickoff has already happened. 

Many fans over the last year shared in the frustrations over trying 

to get in to the game. You would think you'd have no problem, you 

see how wide the gates are yet difficult to get in?  

In a very spiritual way, Jesus tells us today that The Door 

to Heaven is Narrow. Heaven isn't as easy as it might seem to get 

into. In fact, the point that he makes to us in our gospel lesson here 

today that this door to Heaven is narrow. 

And how did that topic of conversation even get brought 

about? Well, someone came to Jesus and asked him as we have 

right away in our lesson.  
23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going 

to be saved?”  

Do you have questions that you'd like to ask Jesus like this 

person did? Do you have friends who might want to ask questions 

of Jesus? I mean…we're confident that we’re going to heaven, 

right? But why? Is it because I've been a good person. Is it b/c I've 

done a lot of good things…b/c I've been nice to people…b/c my 
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faith is something that has been passed on down to me. So, yeah, I 

don't really need to pay as much attention to it because I'm already 

in the club. 

The first thing that we want to think of and consider how 

God's love has opened that door very, very wide. 

Think of all the ways in the Bible that Jesus taught that 

truth? A great example is how Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3 – a 

teacher of the law who came to him at night, he didn't want his 

friends to know. Didn't want to out him for who he was. Jesus told 

him – a man must be born again to see the kingdom of God. 

Nicodemus thought, “Wait…I have to enter back into my mother's 

womb? After that exchanged Jesus summarized the truth that 

God’s love opens heaven wide when he said – God loved the 

world so much that he sent his one and only Son that whoever 

believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. Jesus took 

away all sin of all time and opened heavens doors wide. And how 

many different ways does the Bible state that truth? 

But yet is this a difficult truth to believe. Well sure, God's 

love is so great, it's so wide it encompasses everyone. Jesus didn't 

only die for a few people’s sins or just the people that are sitting 

here right now. Jesus died for everyone. Jesus died to pay for the 

sins of the entire world. Going back to Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden and until Jesus comes again. What Jesus did on the 

cross is an accomplished fact and the testimony that the Bible 

shares with us of God's love for sinners. God's love you and me! 

The only truth that we need to think of when we try and 

answer this question of the man that came to Jesus and asked Lord 

are many are only a few people going to say be saved, Jesus 

answered.  

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through 

the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and 

will not be able to. 

“Make every effort” – what exactly is Jesus saying? 

God’s love is great, and it’s a free gift. Heavens doors are narrow 

and it’s difficult to get in. It's like trying to get into Lambeau and 

the mobile ticketing isn't working and there's not enough people 

working at the gate. Am I going to get in…when it’s time?  
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Jesus couldn’t have said it any more plainly – I am the 

way…not, there are many ways to Heaven. I am the way and the 

truth and the life. No one comes to the father, except through 

me. You know how we might go on to our map app on our phone 

and it'll give us at least three different suggested routes. Well at 

least it does for me and you wonder well which way is the best 

way to go? I can go north, I can go south or I can cut right in 

between that looks like the fastest route in might even tell us the 

time. It might even tell us if there's police on the way. There might 

be many ways for us to get to a destination. But when it comes to 

heaven, there’s only one way – Jesus. 

How often have you heard from the world around us – from 

your friends and family and neighbors – what a great person Bob 

was. All the great things he did. Or as you see all the flattery over 

Queen Elizabeth now that she’s passed away – and all the great 

things she did. And she did a lot of what we consider – “good 

things.” Is this what it means to “make every effort?” 

Neither you nor I could ever make it into heaven on our 

own. Jesus did all the hard work of paying for our sins. And Jesus 

simply said, Whoever believes in me will have eternal life. It 

really is that simple – believe in Jesus and be saved. Yes, the door 

to Heaven is narrow because of that. It is an explicit truth – there’s 

only one way. 

Many struggle with that truth. It's because they were trying 

to make every effort to enter into heaven – on their own. For those 

in Jesus day…they may have thought, “If I keep all of these laws 

of these OT (and some, manmade laws of the Pharisees) laws, I’ll 

earn God’s favor.  If I just do all these things, like checking off the 

boxes, then I'll get to heaven, right? I'll be one of your chosen, 

right? It doesn't work that way. And that's the point that Jesus is 

making for us.  

What does it then mean to “make every effort” – he gives 

this example –  

many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 

Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you 

will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door 

for us.’  
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“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from.’  
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 

taught in our streets.’  
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’  
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, 

when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 

in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 

People will come from east and west and north and south, and 

will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 

Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first 

who will be last.”  

 

There are many who think they know Jesus. But in their 

heart, do they really believe and trust that he's their Savior from 

sin? It's easy for us right now to point to other people. But what 

about you? Do you believe and trust in Jesus?  

That is Jesus’ plea for every single one of us here today. 

And as we think about this door to Heaven being very narrow – 

many will enter only to leave.  

“Make every effort…” has the thought behind it of an 

athlete struggling or striving for something. And we look at the 

way in which Jesus struggled and strove to pay for our every sin. 

Keeping us in the faith and keeping us on that narrow path and 

through the narrow door. The last thing that he wants to have 

happen is for the devil to try and snatch away our faith from us. 

That’s why we say it's important to hear God's word regularly. 

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who hear the word of God and 

keep it.” The apostle said, “Grow in the grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”  

Make every effort – to diligently read and study God’s 

Word. That’s where the Holy Spirit is doing the hard work of 

turning your selfish sinful flesh from stone to a heart that loves 

Jesus. 

We all have spiritual questions to ask. The biggest question 

that you and I can ask is sort of a self-assessment. Am I growing? 
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Am I struggling? Am I somewhere in between? “Well Pastor, it 

depends on what day you ask me.” And, even the pastor could say 

the same. How do we keep on that narrow path and through the 

narrow Door to Heaven? Keeping your eyes focused on Jesus. The 

one who won for us salvation. And the one who is Forgiven our 

every sin.  

God has blessed us with people in life. To hold us 

accountable. Fellow Christians to help guide us. When we might 

have those difficult questions ourselves. They point us to our 

Savior who gives us the straight answers.  

Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, 

and first who will be last.” 

God wants us to avoid complacency. How can your church 

assist you in this fight? This weekend we celebrate Welcome Back 

Sunday. A new start to Sunday School and Bible Class. How are 

we growing in our faith? Are we making every effort in making 

use of every opportunity available to us to grow in that faith? 

Coming to church. Going to bible class. Opening up our Bibles 

daily and in devotion. Do you need a little nudge? Do you need a 

push and encouragement? Ask your fellow Christians to hold you 

accountable. Come talk to your pastor.  

When we think about the encouragement that God gives us 

in Scripture, he tells us quite plainly the wonderful truth that he's 

the only way to heaven. The door to Heaven is narrow. Make every 

effort…by growing in your faith your whole life long. 

Let’s pray – Lord Jesus, we thank you for the 

encouragement you give us in your Word to grow in our faith and 

trust in you. You tell us the truth about those who might want to 

get to heaven. And you give us the encouragement to continue to 

grow in our faith and trust that you have heaven waiting for us who 

believe in Jesus. Bless us in a new year of Sunday School and 

Bible Class. Bless our congregation as each of our members 

continues to strive and grow in these different ways. Bless all of 

these things and bless the different ways in which we encourage 

each other to believe and trust in Jesus. It's in his name we pray. 

Amen. 
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Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus…Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching 

as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, 

“Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the 

narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will 

not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 

the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, 

open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from.’  
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 

taught in our streets.’  
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come 

from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’  
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, 

when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 

in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29 

People will come from east and west and north and south, and 

will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 

Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first 

who will be last.”  


