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“Neighbors” Pentecost 8 

 Luke 10:25-37 

 July 31, 2022 

May the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. Amen. (2 Thess 2:16-17) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 Picture you're driving home. You're on the way in to your 

neighborhood. You turn off the main road and you get back into 

the subdivision and you see one house after another. What's the 

thought that goes through your mind? Maybe it's garbage pickup 

date or two or three days later and you're wondering now, why in 

the world is my neighbor still have out his garbage can and 

recycling bin. I mean that was like three days ago. And you drive 

by the next house. I wonder what's going on there. Their grass is 

about a foot tall. Are they not around anymore? I mean, should I 

call the city on them and get the city to take care of the problem? 

And you drive by yet another house and another house and another 

house and you formulate your own thoughts and formerly your 

own opinions. About your neighbor. Is this ever happened to you? 

When you're driving home and you start thinking about these 

things. 

In Jesus day, there was a question that a man had asked of 

Jesus because that because he was innocent and wanted an answer 

but more. So he asked the question in order to test Jesus. In order 

to trip him up, when he had asked, simply who is my neighbor, I 

mean, you, and I can identify our neighbors, right? Can't we most 

of the time? Sure, the people that we drive by their houses on the 

way that we get to our own homes, But do we really know them? 

That's a thought that I think is important for us to ask especially in 

light of the society, in which we live. Hi, my name is Aaron. I'm 

from Messiah Lutheran Church and we're out in our neighborhood 

today to try and get to know our neighbors a little bit better. We 

have two quick questions that we'd like to ask you. What do you 

love most about living in Bellevue? What do you think the greatest 

need here in our community? It really is quite simple. A few of you 
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have had the opportunity to join us on our weekly canvassing 

expeditions here over the summer. And if you haven't, and you 

would still like to do it and perhaps the night hasn't worked for 

you, give me a call, I'd be happy to go out and knock on doors with 

you.  

I think about that question. And those questions that you 

might ask. I'm your neighbor and we're out trying to get to know 

our neighbors. How well do we know our neighbors? Another 

question that I think we sorely skip over and pass over. So often 

what we oftentimes do in our society is we drive home after a long 

day of work, We shut the garage door and we head into our cave. 

And instead of sitting out in hanging out in our front yards, where 

we might have an opportunity to get to know the rest of the 

neighbors who might be walking by, or whatever it might be, we 

sit in our nice fenced-in backyard. If that describes you, How well 

do we know our neighbor? When I think about this parable of the 

Good Samaritan today, it really is the focus of what we want to 

take a look at as we look at. The two men who had passed by on 

the other side, the priest and levite. And then we look at the third 

person who the gospel lesson tells us had pity or Mercy on the man 

who was beaten and robbed. And his heart had compassion, and 

went out to him and helped his neighbor in a time of need. What 

does it mean to be neighbors?  

I thought it was very fitting to come across this lesson here 

towards the end of summer as we've been asking these questions 

about our neighbors and getting to know our community here in 

Bellevue more. But I also thought it was a very fitting lesson for us 

to understand and study together. Because of in light of the society, 

in which we live, How often don't we find a story on the news that 

almost fits the exact description to a tee Of what took place in Our 

Gospel, us. And when Jesus told the story or the parable that 

Earthly story with the Heavenly meaning of the Good Samaritan, 

Time After Time. It happens in New York, Chicago, Los 

Angeles…and, a town near you. A person is beaten or robbed. An 

innocent bystander stand by with their cell phones, recording it all. 

And not helping their neighbor in need.  
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I'd like to read to you from our story and our Bible Lesson 

here today. We're Jesus on that one occasion, where an expert in 

the law? Stood up to test Jesus, and asked, what must I do to 

inherit eternal life. It's as simple as right. Keeping the law. Love 

the Lord, your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind and the second table 

on, love your neighbor as yourself. What must I do to inherit 

eternal life. Isn't that what life is all about about getting to heaven?  

For us as Christians and for us as Believers, I would like to 

think that we have that at the Forefront in our minds. About 

inheriting eternal life. However, you and I know properly as Jesus 

teaches us in the Bible that inheriting turning life. Isn't something 

that we must do as the man had asked, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life, but it's all about what Jesus did. And the fact that 

everything that needs to be done has already been done or 

accomplished, or is Jesus cried out from the crossed finished? 

God’s plan of Salvation to save us is complete. Knowing that Jesus 

is our savior from sin, knowing that Jesus lived and died and rose 

again in our place is all that you and I need to know in order to get 

to heaven.  

But this man had other intentions, He wanted to test Jesus 

and wanted to trip him up. Jesus gave a perfect summary of The 

Law of what you must do, right? If you complete this If you love 

God, and if you love your neighbor perfectly in every way you'll 

get to heaven. And you and I both know that there's no one on the 

face of the Earth that's ever lived. Outside of the perfect and 

sinless, Son of God, that can keep God's law perfectly including 

you and I. So we ask the follow-up question. Well, if I need to love 

God, which I think I've done. And then I have to love my neighbor 

while Jesus. Can you tell me who is my neighbor?  

Jesus tells them a story. There's a priest and a Levite. Who 

approached this man who has been beaten and left for dead. And 

what do they do? They're like those modern-day bystanders who 

are standing there with their cell phones recording, everything 

passed by on the other side, they might report about it. They might 

tell someone else what they saw today on the street, in the subway, 
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wherever it might be. Yeah, do nothing to help that person in their 

time of need.  

What are the reasons for that? Why don't you? And I 

oftentimes help our neighbor. Well, sometimes we have a 

difficulty difficult time identifying them. Sometimes we might say 

or think to myself? Well, I'll help my neighbor. Those people who 

look just like me and who live right here in my neighborhood. I'll 

help them. What about those who might look, differently, act 

differently think differently than us? Vote differently than us. I 

certainly can't help them. Do I have to help them? 

Oftentimes, there's other reasons that prevent us from 

neighboring and loving our neighbor as ourselves. It's a time 

commitment. You know, Jim across the street is going to come and 

talk to you. So, in order to avoid that potential problem, you're 

going to shut the garage door, get inside as fast as you can to let 

them know. I'm busy. Time commitments. Little did we know as 

we thought about it? Maybe 15 years ago that we'd be able to DVR 

videos and be able to watch them later. Send out emails, make 

phone calls from our cell phones. Safely while driving maybe over 

Bluetooth. And we thought it would free up time all this time. 

Perhaps that we could neighbor. But how often are we intentional 

about our time? In setting aside time to love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  

Another problem that comes up in addition to the two that 

I've already mentioned, often is a sense of fear. I fear what might 

happen next? I don't want my neighbor to get too close to me 

might be one thing that goes through your mind. This person might 

try and take advantage of me if I helped them out a little bit too 

much. Or sadly, we could simply say all together while he got 

himself into this mess. And now he needs to get himself out of it. 

He deserves what's happening to him?  

Friends. Is that loving your neighbor as yourself? How 

often aren't we? Like the priest and the levite and we'd simply 

rather pass by on the other side. We not would rather not offer a 

lending or a helping hand because we don't have time We don't 

want to approach our neighbor out of fear, whatever it might be. 

We fail as Neighbors. And the simplest solution in everything that 
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we see as problems in society that you and I can see very clearly 

and diagnose, And there is something that we can do about it. We 

can obey Jesus command. Because isn't that what a disciple of 

Christ does they follow Jesus? And don't you call yourself a 

follower and disciple of Christ? Listen to Jesus. Obey him. Love 

your neighbor as yourself.  

In Jesus short story, and Parable here today, he's simply 

saying, don't be like the priest and the levite. Who passed by on the 

other side? But look at the way in which the Samaritan. The hated 

Samaritan from another country. Looked at this person. It says that 

he had pity on him and took care of him. Took him to an end after 

bandaging. His wounds pouring oil on them even gave The 

Innkeeper. A little extra money to keep him as long as he needed. 

And if you run out of money, I'll reimburse you. When I get back, 

if that's not enough. The Deep means and ways in which, this man 

had compassion on another human being. On another person whom 

God created, and another person whom Gotta would love enough. 

To send his son Jesus to take away that person sins too. Isn't that 

often the biggest thing and the difficulty in which we overlooked 

the opportunities that we might have to build relationships with our 

neighbors? To have mercy on others.  

Oftentimes, it's because we fail to see how God loved us. 

How God had compassion and mercy on us because aren't we like 

that person. Who has been beaten and robbed and lying on the side 

of the street? Who can't do anything on his own and be left for 

dead because that's what our sins have done to us. And yet, what 

did Jesus do? Jesus went out of his way. He didn't shut his garage 

door, he didn't escape to his backyard. He loved us. He poured out 

his life for us. He had mercy on us.  

Now Jesus simply says, follow me. Listen to my voice. 

Love your neighbor as yourself, love in the same way that I have 

loved you.  

There’re ways that we can do this – love our neighbor as 

yourself. What does it actually look like in our lives? To have 

compassion on our neighbors. We can go and try to start all sorts 

of programs as a church. We can make those phone calls or get 

involved with government programs. We can look at all sorts of 
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methods and means in which to fix the problem – of a lack of love 

being shown amongst people.  

But do you know where it starts? It starts by you and 

learning about the love of Jesus more. And as we continue to grow 

in his love, we put our faith into action in our lives. Loving our 

neighbor as yourself.  

In our congregation, for example, in our most recent budget 

that we passed, we've started a compassion Ministry, the ministry 

in which we set aside money, both internally and externally to be 

good neighbors. How might we love our neighbors as ourselves? 

One of the ways in which we're doing that internally is we've 

created a partnership with Christian Family Solutions in which 

members would have the opportunity to sit down one-on-one with 

a certified mental health professional – a counselor for a one hour 

session at a time.  

Externally we look for ways and opportunities that we 

might show Christian love, and compassion like so Samaritan did, 

when he loved his neighbor as himself.  

One of the ways and ideas that are exploring right now is to 

make our parking lot and adjacent land a rest stop of sorts? We see 

many people walking by in our parking lot frequently. How might 

we show Christian love and compassion to them? Maybe we put a 

park bench to give the tired a break? Maybe put up a mobile 

library? And we continue to think of other ways and opportunities 

in which we can come together as a group of Christians here at 

Messiah to have mercy have compassion on her neighbor.  

Do you want to be a neighbor? Do you want to have other 

people be neighbors to you? Remember the one who loved you, 

died for you, came to be your substitute by being a perfect 

neighbor in every way. Jesus took away all our sins. It allows us to 

go and build relationships up with those who live in your 

neighborhood. To get to know and find out those who have needs. 

It's not evangelism. It’s simply following Jesus command and his 

call to Love your neighbor as yourself. It’s how believers live as 

disciples following Christ. And who knows? It might lead to 

opportunities to share and witness your faith in Jesus. 
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Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for the parable 

and story of the Good Samaritan and the encouragement to love 

your neighbor as yourself. Help us to look at different ways and 

opportunities and bless us in our efforts to build relationships with 

others – as we let our light shine to the world around us. We ask 

this all in Jesus name. Amen.  

 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test 

Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?”  
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you 

read it?”  
27 He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 

with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”  
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this 

and you will live.”  
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And 

who is my neighbor?”  
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from 

Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. 

They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 

leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down 

the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 

other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and 

saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 

traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he 

took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next 

day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the 

innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 

reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  
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36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy 

on him.”  

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 


