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"God So Loved the World" Christmas Day 

1)  John 3:16 

2)  December 25, 2019 

When the time had fully come, God sent his son, born of a woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 

rights of sons. (Galatians 4:4-5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Can you believe it’s finally here!?! It’s Christmas! We 

spend our time planning and preparing for Christmas. And of all 

the Christmas traditions that each of us has, there is probably one 

thing that most of us share in common. A shared experience  

- Batteries. Check. 

- Scissors. Check. 

- Screwdriver and other tools to put the kids presents 

together. Check. 

- Dad? Where’s dad? It’s time to open presents. 

Gift opening is a shared experience. “It’s time to open 

presents” is something that the kids or grandkids shout in joyful 

glee. And you may even hear them exclaim – “This is the best 

Christmas present ever!” We look out and enjoy everything that 

we’re doing together as a family. 

The presents are unwrapped, each person has their own 

pile, under the tree or in a corner of the room – whatever system 

you have to try and keep things nice and tidy. At one time there 

were finely wrapped presents. And now with the present removed 

all that is left is a bunch of empty boxes. 

Christmas only happens once a year. But what happens 

tomorrow? Next week? And the rest of the 364 days of the year? 

This morning we look at the gospel of John and are reminded of 

the true meaning of Christmas. Why did God love the world so 

much to send his one and only Son into the world. 

Have you ever felt like the stack of empty boxes after 

you’ve opened your presents? At times in our lives, we have and 

feel a certain sense of emptiness and brokenness in our own lives 

in the world around us. 

- Started with Adam and Eve 
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- Why is there so much anger, hatred, lying, jealousy, 

deceitfulness and pride? 

- But we also see these things in our own hearts. 

 

In John 3, a religious leader named Nicodemus approached 

Jesus and had a deeply spiritual question. He wanted to know how 

to get to heaven. You would think that as a religious leader he had 

his life together – but he had his doubts. He came to Jesus at night 

b/c he didn’t want anyone else to know. 

Nicodemus asked one question after another, and Jesus 

kept responding with the good news of the kingdom of God. 

Finally, he shared with him the words that we want to ponder 

tonight –  
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 

have eternal life. 

There is a deep void in our hearts. Sure, today is supposed 

to be a wonderful day – a day full of joy and peace. But the day 

after Christmas and when we get back to work and to our every 

day lives? There are the great valleys and canyons of worry and 

doubt and fear that can fill our lives. 

That’s why God sent his Son. For all the emptiness, 

brokenness, loneliness, doubt and guilt over sin – it causes us to 

wonder and worry – could God love me? Could God forgive me if 

he knows the things I’ve done? 

Think about what God did – about what he gave. “‘Yes,’ 

says Jesus. ‘God loved the world.’ That includes you! Can you 

believe it? Jesus assures you today that, even if it seems that no 

one else loves you, God does.  

“You can be sure because of what he gave you. ‘God so 

loved the world that he gave…’ Gave what? What did God give? 

A new car? The best present this Christmas? A million dollars?  

“‘…he gave his one and only Son…’ If you had ten sons, 

you wouldn’t give one of them to save another person. Imagine 

that your child was in the hospital recovering from an illness. A 

doctor comes into the room and tells you that there is a child a few 

rooms down who is dying. But that child will live if you are 
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willing to give her your child’s heart. It will mean, of course, that 

your child will die. But the other child will live. Who would agree 

to such a thing? Who would be willing to make such a sacrifice? 

“Your God would. Your God did. He gave his one and 

only Son. That is what our celebration is all about. That little baby 

in the manger is God’s gift to you, to the world. That little baby—

wrapped not in paper but in swaddling clothes, that little baby—

placed not under a tree but in a manger, that little baby is the 

greatest gift you will ever be given. No matter what you unwrap it 

will not compare. Because that little baby did for you what no one 

else, least of all you, could do. He restored your relationship with 

God. He willingly went from lying in that manger to hanging on a 

cross where he paid the penalty your sins and mine deserve. The 

baby whose birth we are here to celebrate took our place and paid 

our price so that God is now able to say, ‘I forgive you. I no longer 

hold your sins against you.’ 

Of all the things you put on your Christmas wish list – did 

you have eternal life on it? Maybe you’re like me and you are 

horrible about putting a wish list together for your loved ones to 

buy you presents at Christmas. You may not put the best list 

together, but God did it for you and the forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life is right at the top of the list.  

‘God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.’ Eternal life! What could be better? What could be 

better than knowing that, when you leave this life, God will 

welcome you into his heaven, that you will spend forever in a 

place without the pain and suffering and sadness and sickness of 

this place?” 

Do you feel empty? Broken? Wonder what the next 365 

days of the year will bring until next Christmas? Sit at the manger 

and marvel at the wonderful gift God gave to you and me –  
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 



4 

 

 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 

not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 


