
Jesus Counsels Us With A Comforting Promise 
John 17 

 
God’s Word for Today 
Jesus, our great High Priest, ascended into heaven, intercedes for us 
before his Father, and has secured our eternal life with him. His 
people today continue to turn to him in prayer and trust that he 
hears and answers every prayer made in faith. 
 
 
WARM UP 
What going-away gift have you received or given that still warms 
your heart or brings a smile? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read John 17:1-26. 

Note: This prayer has been called Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer because as he prayed, Jesus 

functioned as our High Priest. (One of the responsibilities of Israel’s high priest was to pray for 

the people.) Here Jesus prayed that God would be with him (verses 1-5), with his disciples 

(verses 6-19), and with all believers (verses 20-26). 
 
Describe the joy Jesus felt as he began his prayer. 
 

Jesus knew he had done everything his Father wanted. He had brought glory to his Father by putting 
his Father’s love on display before the world. He asked his Father to glorify him by exalting him to his 
right hand. The work of the Father and the Son made eternal life possible for the whole world, and that 
is the most glorious work in history. 

 
 
In verse 10, Jesus says that his disciples had brought him glory. What did he mean by that? Do you 
and I bring glory to Jesus, and if so, how? 

Lead the group into the context. God had chosen the disciples out of the world. These men had come 
to faith in Jesus, accepted his words, and found refuge in his name. Jesus had held them close to him 
during his earthly ministry. He had lost none of them (except Judas, a rebel “doomed to destruction,” 
whose evil God used “so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”). All the world would glorify Jesus for saving 
them, bringing them to faith, and keeping them in faith until the end. Every Christian brings the same 
glory to God, for every Christian is a display of God’s grace and power. 

 
 
 
What dilemma would the disciples now face? For what did Jesus pray? 

They would be without Jesus—“on their own.” They would be vulnerable. Jesus prayed that God 
would continue the work he (Jesus) had been doing. 



 

How would God keep the disciples safe in the days ahead? 
He would keep them safe through the power of the Word. That Word would sanctify them—keep them 
separate from the world and set apart for God. 
 

 
 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
For whom does Jesus pray as he continues his prayer? For what blessings does Jesus ask? 

Jesus widens his prayer to include all Christians. He asks that we share the same unity with him and 
his Father as his first disciples enjoyed. He prays that our unity with him and the Father might bring 
glory to God, witnesses to the world, and make God’s love abound in our hearts. 

 
 
How are your prayers for others like and unlike Jesus’ prayer? Do your prayers reflect the short-term 
urgent, or the long-term important needs that people have? What can you apply to your prayer skills 
from this chapter? 
Answers will vary. 
 
How important to you is unity with other believers? With whom do you share this unity? How can 
you experience more unity? 
Answers will vary. 
 
 
 
Do verses 20 and 21 support today’s ecumenical movement? 

No. Jesus is talking about the unity of faith, a spiritual unity based on unity with him and his Father. 

 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love 

you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”' (John 17:26) 

✓ Key Response. Jesus prays for you and asks that he be made known to you and continue to 
be made known to you. He wants God’s love in you and in all of us. How does this impact 
how you live? Remain in his love. Read John 15 this week to find out how to remain in his 
love. 

  

 


