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"The Way Home" Easter 5 

1)  John 14:1-12 

2)  May 10, 2020 

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 

perseverance. (2 Thess. 3:5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Home. There is great comfort in that short four letter word. 

When we think about “home” perhaps thoughts of our childhood 

percolate in our minds. Coming home after a day of school, or 

hanging out with friends – you knew mom would be there to ask 

you about your day, encourage you to get your homework done, 

offer you a home-cooked meal or a delicious baked sweet. And if 

you didn’t have the type of up-bringing that led you to say “home 

sweet home” perhaps you’re doing everything you can now to set a 

new paradigm for you and your family. 

If you’ve ever lived away from the place you call home – 

you can probably recall any of those return trips back. If we were 

to plop you back into that state and that city, there’s a good chance 

you would have great self-confidence in being able to find your 

way back – to the same neighborhood and streets where you grew 

up – that you would be able to say – “I know these streets like the 

back of my hand. I know my way home.” 

Home. You know where it and how it feels to be home. 

And you know how to get there. But the disciples? They struggled 

with the very concepts of where and what home is and how to get 

there. So much so that Thomas asked Jesus – v. 5 –  “Lord, we 

don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 

way?” Jesus’ words of comfort and encouragement are ours today 

as we consider – “The Way Home.” 

We continue our sermon series – “What happens when 

our plans fall through…” Today we focus on “…when our 

hearts are troubled.”  

On this day that we celebrate God’s gift of mothers, how do 

you envision home? What emotions well-up inside of you when 

you realize that you can’t visit your mom – either because she’s in 

heaven or because it’s safer for her to stay at home and distance 
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herself from you. It’s not easy to think about, is it? And it’s ok to 

admit – I miss my mom. 

The disciples. Jesus says right away in v 1 – “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled.”  

John 13-17 is one of the longest, if not the longest, 

discourses of Jesus in the Bible. Jesus is teaching his disciples 

about the kingdom of God. In John 16:33 Jesus said, “In this 

world you will have trouble.” Life wouldn’t be easy. And just 

before this chapter, Jesus said – “My children, I will be with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 

Jews, so I tell you now:  Where I am going, you cannot come… 

Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow 

later.” (John 13:33,36) Jesus is saying all of this during Holy 

Week, on Maundy Thursday. Jesus was going to be leaving? These 

are feelings of more than just troubled hearts – they were probably 

feeling alone, afraid, scared at what the future would hold. And 

Jesus knew what the disciples would face in the next 24 hours, and, 

the types of deaths that each of his apostles would die – basically 

ones without a home.  

What would Jesus say to calm their fears and troubled 

hearts – about the trouble…“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  

It’s like a mom would say to calm the heart of her child – “Don’t 

worry, everything will be ok.” But this is our Savior speaking. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust 

also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 

place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be with me that you also may be 

where I am.  

We have trouble in our hearts b/c we don’t know what the 

future holds.  

- If you’re young and single, you worry about who you 

will date and marry 

- If you’re an older person, you worry about your 

retirement 

- If you’re anywhere in between, we worry about our 

children and their future, who they will grow up to be 
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and who they will marry, how we’ll pay for braces or 

college, how we’ll make all this work 

The disciples were worried about – what does the future 

hold? 

Jesus describes the place where he’s going. Heaven is a real 

place. The bible tells us all about it. It’s a place where there will be 

no more suffering, no more tears, crying or pain. (Rev 21) And, as 

he says here, it’s a place where we will be “with me” forever. Our 

time on earth should be considered our time of grace – our time to 

come to faith in Jesus. Whatever we experience in the future days, 

weeks, months, and years on earth – it’s temporary compared to 

eternity. We’ll be in heaven. Jesus says, “I will take you to be 

with me that you also may be where I am.”  Jesus has prepared 

an eternal place for you with him. 

Home is a place that we are accepted. It’s a place where we 

belong. It doesn’t matter the size of the structure. It doesn’t matter 

the look. It matters most about the people who are there. And 

mom’s do a great job of making a house a home. Heaven is where 

we’ll be with Jesus. Jesus uses this picture of heaven as our home 

to calm our hearts no matter what is troubling it right now.  

 

Part 1 – Jesus tells us where we are going 

 

If you know where you’re going, it brings you great 

comfort. But the disciples were a little confused when Jesus said – 

“You know the way to the place where I am going.” But  

Do you know why those words are so important? It is 

because of doubt. Ever since the garden of Eden, the devil has used 

doubt as the biggest tricks of his trade of lies that he tries to sow in 

the hearts of people like you and me. Does God really love me – 

when my sin is so big and great? When I’ve made a mess of my 

life? Can God ever forgive me? “Do I really know the way to 

heaven?  Over and over we offer questions that lead to more 

questions. Where do we go for answers. Or as the disciples asked – 

how do I get there? How do I get to heaven? 

Thomas probably echoed what the rest of the disciples were 

saying when he responded –  
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5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you 

are going, so how can we know the way?” 

To the uncertain; the doubting; the troubled hearts of 

disciples – and to all of us with those same symptoms, Jesus 

answered –  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Jesus spoke to every last fear and trouble that any disciple 

of his, any person could ever have. You don’t ever have to worry 

or wonder about the way home to heaven. 

- Jesus became homeless for you. He left the comfort of 

his home in heaven and took on flesh for you and me. 

He kept all of God’s laws perfectly in our place. 

- He gave up his home. Foxes have holes, birds have 

nests, but the Son of Man has no place to rest his 

head. (Matt 8:20) 

- He faced abandonment. My God, my God why have 

you forsaken me. (Matt 27:46) 

Troubled by sin? Trouble by guilt? Trouble by fear? Jesus 

paid for them all.  

The knowledge of Jesus in our heart –  

- To Nicodemus (John 3) 

- To the thief on the cross – “Today you will be with me 

in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 

- Jesus is the Way 

- The Truth. Not only is he the way, “he is the truth.”  

With these words Jesus is saying, “I realize that at times 

you may question whether or not you’re on the right 

road, especially when that road goes through curves and 

valleys.  You may be tempted to turn back and try 

another route.  Don’t worry, I’ll be there reassuring and 

encouraging you, this is the right way.  I’ll guide you.  

Through my Word, you’ll know this is true for I am the 

truth.   

- The Life. And then finally, after I have put you on this 

road to heaven and after I have guided you the entire 
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way, you’ll see the end result. You’ll see that I am the 

life.”  

Part 2 – Jesus tells us how we’re going to get there 

 

The Way Home. Jesus tells us that heaven is real. It’s a real 

place. And it’s the best place you can ever want to be. And he tell’s 

us how to get there. Whenever your heart is troubled, dear friends, 

turn to John 14 and let your Savior encourage – “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled.” Jesus is the Way. The Truth. The Life. 

Amen. 

 

Let’s pray – Dear Jesus, in the midst of the suffering and death 

and trouble we face in the world, teach us how to have a renewed 

sense of what home is and that through you, we know the way to 

get there. Give us the peace that only you give that we may live 

our lives in full confidence of your promises. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in 

me. 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for 

you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 

You know the way to the place where I am going.”  
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are 

going, so how can we know the way?”  
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really 

knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, 

you do know him and have seen him.”  
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 

enough for us.”  
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 

have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen 

me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
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Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 

the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my 

own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his 

work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the 

miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the truth, anyone who has 

faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even 

greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

 


