
Jesus Gives...Faith; Hope; Life  
John 11:17-27, 38-45 

 
God’s Word for Today 
We are drawing ever closer to Holy Week, when 
Jesus undergoes the incredible events of his Passion.  
Now, two weeks before that begins, we hear about 
our progress from death to life.  Through faith in 
Jesus, we are raised from our spiritual death to a new 
life in Christ, and we are nurtured in this new life 
through the Word and Sacraments.  
  
 
 
WARM UP 
When was the last time you attended a funeral? What was it like? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read John 11:17-27. 
When Jesus heard about Lazarus’ sickness, he said this had happened so God might 
be glorified. What did he mean by that? 
 
 
 
On an earlier occasion Mary had shown great trust in the Lord (when she sat at Jesus’ 
feet and listened to him) while Martha had been distracted with serving. This time, 
however, the tables were turned. How did Martha’s faith shine? 
 
 
 
What does Jesus mean when he says in verse 25, “I am the resurrection and the life”? 
 
 
 
Read John 11:38-45. 
Martha had expressed a strong faith. Yet we see her faith severely tested. What 
command of Jesus did she object to? 
 
 
 



Again we see Jesus’ unity with the Father. Jesus knew the Father would allow him to 
perform this miracle, yet he made his request so everyone could hear it. Why? 
 
 
 
In verse 43, we hear Jesus' command, "Lazaraus, come out," and Lazarus obeyed. 
Even the dead rise! Name another time in Scripture when marveled at the power of 
Jesus' command. 
 
 
 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
When have you been faced with a tough situation that ended up stretching your faith? 
What would have been different for you if that struggle had simply been avoided? Would 
it have been beneficial to have this situation removed from your life completely? (cf. 
Romans 5:3-5) 
 
 
Have you ever attended a funeral where there was no sense or hope of eternal life, as 
in v. 25-26? How did you go away from that experience? What difference does this 
hope make for you? How do you share this hope with others? 
 
 
What are some "old grave clothes" that still must be shed for you to more and more 
experience freedom in Christ? 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
 

✓ Key Verse. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. 
(John 11:25-26) 

 

✓ Key Response. Jesus is your confidence. Jesus is your hope. Remember, the 
words Jesus spoke to Lazarus, he will speak at your grave on the Last Day - 
"__________, come out!" In this we place our hope. 

 


