
I Am the Gate; and Good Shepherd 
John 10:1-10 

 
God’s Word for Today 
All kinds of voices in this world beckon us to follow. Most 
lead us astray. It’s when we recognize the voice of Jesus 
leading us that we know we are on the right path. 
 
 
WARM UP 
As a child, what was your favorite pet? How did this pet respond when it heard your voice? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read John 10:1-10. 
What is the relationship of the shepherd to his sheep? 

Because of the hours of tender care, the shepherd would know each of his sheep by name.  The shepherd 

knows the distinct personality of each.  The sheep, on the other hand, would recognize the shepherd's voice as 

he calls them by name. The sheep follow because they know the voice of the shepherd while wary of the 

strangers'. 

 
 
 
Who are the sheep, the shepherd, and the robbers? (verses 1-5) 

The sheep are the believers. The shepherd is Jesus. The robbers are false teachers. 

 
 
Jesus changed his picture a bit in verses 7-10. How is Jesus the gate for the sheep? 
 
He is the way into the kingdom of God; he has opened the door to heaven by forgiving us. 

Jesus himself is the gate through which the shepherds must enter to get to their sheep.  He is the one through 

whom the sheep must go in order to find good pasture.  All who are truly shepherds (pastors, teachers and staff 

ministers) are those who believe in him as their Savior and guide their sheep only by means of his Word. 

In the three-year cycle of readings, Good Shepherd Sunday draws its Gospel lessons from successive 

readings of John 10. In this lesson, Christ only infers that he is the Good Shepherd. Rather, the great “I am” 

statement that sets the direction for this Sunday is “I am the gate for the sheep.” The preceding context of this 

lesson is crucial. After Jesus healed the man born blind, the Pharisees interrogated the man and his family 

about the healing. The Pharisees had already rejected Jesus as the Christ and were expelling from the 

synagogue anyone who confessed Christ. After throwing the man out of the synagogue, they verbally accost 



Jesus. This lesson is his answer to them. Jesus’ “I am” statements highlight the exclusivity of the Christian 

message. Christ is Savior, and there is no other! Jesus is the only gate for the sheep, and there is no other! 

When a man approaches the sheep, one only needs to see how he enters the pen. Does he use the gate, i.e., 

does he confess Christ as Savior? True shepherds use the gate, preach Christ, and love the sheep. False 

shepherds refuse the gate, reject Christ, and destroy the flock. 

 
What does Jesus mean when he says that we will have life “to the full”? (verse 10) 

We enjoy peace, joy, and contentment in knowing that we are God’s children. All things work out for 
our good. We look forward to eternal life. 

 
 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
How do you discern his voice from all the voices that vie for your attention? 
Jesus = TRUTH; the only way for us to know truth is to search the pages of Scriptures and compare 
the voices in our life to Jesus' voice of truth in our life. 
 
For example, the world regularly tells us there are many paths to heaven. In Scripture, Jesus tells us - 
"I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE." (John 14:6) Jesus is the true voice and path to heaven. 
 
 
How does it impact you - thinking of Jesus caring for you as the Good Shepherd? Name some 
things your Good Shepherd has done for you. 

He has led us to the living water of his Spirit. He has led us to the green pastures of his Word. He has 
supplied shepherds to care for our spiritual needs. He has led us along paths of righteousness, where 
nothing separates us from his love. 

 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.” (John 10:27-28).  

✓ Key Response. We get to know the voice of our Good Shepherd, Jesus, when we spend time 
daily in his word. Tonight before you go to bed, search the Gospel of John for one verse that 
speaks to you about how much God loves you. Read it out loud. Write it down. Try and 
memorize it as you lie in bed letting your mind think about what it means. Then try and recall 
it first thing the next morning to start your week following your Savior’s voice!  

  

 


