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“The Grace of Christmas” Christmas Day 

1)  John 1:1-14 

2)  December 25, 2021 

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 

way. 2 Thess 3:16 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

The gifts of Christmas. What do you think about the events 

that took place last night or the events of today? Do you marvel at 

the gifts that you got the gifts that were placed under the tree, the 

gifts that were wrapped in that greatly decorated paper and perhaps 

in your household, every person got a separate piece of wrapping 

paper. Some might call that the magic of Christmas. When we see 

all of the Christmas trees, the bulbs and ornaments, and everything 

that we put into Christmas. But what do parents teach their 

children when it comes to the gifts of Christmas, they want to 

teach their children from a young age on. It's better to give than to 

receive.  

Now, about the gifts of Christmas. We could say we like to 

receive gifts in any and every point in time throughout the year, 

not just at Christmas, but even on our birthday we love receiving. 

But when it comes to giving, that seems like it's just a little bit 

harder to do. Oh, we like receiving and we do like giving…we like 

the fulfillment that it brings. But when it's those things and those 

gifts that we give that are completely unexpected or the gifts that 

we receive that are completely unexpected - it makes it that much 

more special – whether it be at Christmas or a birthday.  

For example, our congregation had the opportunity over the 

last few months to give gifts to the guests of BALC. I can share 

with you is that they were greatly. Whether it was the the boots and 

coats drive that we did back into September and October or the 

Christmas presents Christmas gifts for kids that we did here over 

the last month. So many at the center came in and said how 

thankful they were to receive. You’re gifts to them are truly 

appreciated!  

Now, when you look at the gifts of Christmas, is that all 

that Christmas is really about? Because if it were left to the 

wrapping paper and all the empty boxes that are strewn about your 

living room unless you've already picked them all up – that's all 
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that Christmas would be – one big pile of emptiness. If it would 

only be about those types of gifts and those types of presents, the 

food, the lights and tree with all the bulbs and ornaments.  

Christmas is so much more than the gifts of Christmas. I 

want us to remember a word in a phrase today that John shares 

with us in his gospel lesson from the Gospel of John, chapter one 

that we read here just a few moments ago – The Grace of 

Christmas.  

Now that word Grace really means a gift – an undeserved 

gift. And when we think about the grace of Christmas, it's that 

undeserved gift that you and I have received from God. The first 

question that we want to think about here today, when we think 

about the grace of Christmas, is what is Christmas really all about?  

Well, it's about that word made flesh. It's about that word 

that John tells us about in the very first verse –  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  

We think about Christmas, and we think about Jesus being 

born in a manger. The word being made flesh. But, is that the way 

that the world thinks about Jesus, is that the way that the world 

promotes Christmas? We've seen those decorations in stores and 

all the presents that you could possibly ever imagine to buy – for 

many months. And yet the grace of Christmas is nowhere to be 

found in any store. The grace of Christmas comes only on the 

pages of Scripture.  

Who is Jesus? The world might say that. He is a great man. 

A prophet someone who shared great moral teachings, who taught 

people the difference between right and wrong. Encourage people 

to love one another. All the great teachings that are passed on to 

this very day. But many people will look at Jesus and think of him 

not as a king. Not as the savior. And most certainly not as our 

scripture lesson tells us today, the word made flesh.  

What does it mean that Jesus is that word made flesh? 

Well, the Bible tells us everything that we need to know about 

God. It tells us about who God is and it tells us about what he's 

done to save us. We think about that being the main message of the 

Bible – how Adam and Eve fell into sin. Yet God given a promise 

that he would send his one and only Son to crush the devil's head. 
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In the beginning was the word and the Word was with God. 

We're reminded that Jesus was there right at the beginning. He was 

there at creation. He was the word. And now, God wanted to do the 

most marvelous thing that he ever could at Christmas. And that's to 

give you and I the gift that we most certainly don't deserve.  

There's a phrase in a Christmas song that we hear all the 

time this time of year – and that is that you receive presents based 

on whether you're naughty or nice. Did you make the list?  

Well, the sad reality is the reason that Jesus came – the 

reason that Jesus is the word that took on flesh – is because you 

and I had been sinful in every way. The reason that God had to 

send his one and only Son to take on the sins of the world is 

because you and I have sinful natures who commit grievous acts 

against our holy and righteous God – in thought, word and deed.  

Jesus is the word made flesh. He is the grace of Christmas. 

He's that undeserved gift for you and for me. But do you notice 

what the Apostle John says here? And it's really towards the end of 

our verse, when he says the word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. Now, when I read that passage, I can't help 

but think about the gospel account from Luke Chapter 2. And 

when you thinking that gospel account, it's like right in the middle 

of what we had gone back and forth and read responsively here just 

a few moments ago. The Virgin had an infant son, a baby. And 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger. 

What does it mean that – the Word became flesh. It means 

that God literally took on human flesh. He became one of us. Got 

left the joys of heaven and became that baby born in a manger. In 

Hebrews 4 – For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 

been tempted in every way just as we are yet was without sin. 

Jesus is the God-man. True God and true man. Who took on 

human flesh to be one of us to be perfect in every way. Throughout 

the 33 years of his life on Earth, he never once committed a sin, 

not in thought, not in word, not in deed. And why did Jesus also 

need to become one of us? Not only so he could keep that perfect 

law of God in our place. But as this passage tells us so that he 

could be tempted in every way just as we are (face temptation like 
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we do), and yet he was without sin. He is the Word that took on 

flesh.  

But notice what that second part of that phrase says, it says 

that he made his dwelling among us. Now, in Old Testament 

times, it would have been a great sight and great to the hearers ears 

to hear that word of God spoken. So much so that the one speaking 

everyone would have turned their attention to when that word was 

read. And that would be the center of attention, that was their way 

that they worshipped. And if you go back even further and you 

think about this phrase that the word was made flesh and made his 

dwelling among us. The word is that he literally tented – set up 

camp or tabernacled among us. And for all the Old Testament 

readers, they knew that God's dwelling was with them for the 40 

years that the Israelites had wandered. In the wilderness. They had 

set up that Tabernacle as the place of worship and their God 

dwelled in that most holy of holies. God was with his people. 

That's the Grace of Christmas. That Jesus Took on human 

flesh and pitched his tent among us. That he would become just 

like we are in every way, yet was without sin. The grace of 

Christmas – is that free gift that you and I don't deserve.  

If you read through this lesson from John, what does it tell 

us? It tells us that the world does not recognize him. The world 

doesn't see him for who he truly is. When you look into the 

manger, do you recognize your Savior? Do you see that word made 

flesh who made his dwelling among us? You see the one that's full 

of grace and truth.  

You and I as Christians have an opportunity. To do more 

than a Hallmark movie or any other type of Christmas presentation 

in this world ever could. And that's to share the good news about 

Christmas. That's to share the good news about the grace of 

Christmas. It's that free and undeserved, love that you and I don't 

deserve. Yet, God gave it to us freely. God loved us so much that 

he would send his one and only son to take away our every sin.  

As you sit and stare at the Christmas tree, or look at your 

Christmas presents or all the wrappings that remain of it. Think 

about the grace of Christmas. And think about what God did for 

you and for me. Think how Jesus is this baby born King? That God 

would literally take on human flesh. That he'd live among us –  
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that he tabernacled among us. And that he did it for me. When you 

think about what you and I don't deserve, we think about God's 

love for us in Jesus. That's the true Grace of Christmas. And that's 

the best gift of Christmas that we could ever receive.  

 

Let's pray – Dear Lord God, we thank you for the truth of 

your word, that you sent your one and only son Jesus to take away 

our every sin. He truly is the one who is the word made flesh and 

made his dwelling among us. As we celebrate Christmas, let us 

always be reminded of this true Grace – that we have the 

forgiveness of all of our sins, new life and salvation. Help us to 

marvel at that Grace of Christmas not only today, but every day of 

life – that you would love us so much to send your only Son. It's in 

Jesus name we pray. Amen.  
 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.  
3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light 

of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 

understood it.  
6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 

7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 

through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to 

every man was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through 

him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was 

his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who received 

him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 

children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 

human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We 

have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 


