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“The Comfort of Christmas” Advent 2 

1)   

2)  December 6, 2020 
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory now and forever. Amen. (2 Pet 3:18) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Is there something magical about Christmas – December 24 

&25? We spend so much time getting ready for those two days – 

baking food, shopping and then wrapping presents. We spend the 

day/night with family. There is a great sense of peace and joy and 

calm that comes over you – perhaps enough for many to call it 

“magical.” 

What about the other 363 days of the year? I imagine each of 

us came to church today with various levels of anxiety, fear or worry. 

Perhaps things aren’t going the way we hoped. Maybe we have guilt 

and shame over our sins. We long for the peace and joy and comfort 

that Christmas brings. What if I told you that you can have the 

comfort of Christmas every day of the year – whether on December 

6th or in March and every day of the year. 

The prophet Isaiah tells us all about the comfort of Christmas 

in our Old Testament lesson this morning. And we want to hear those 

words of comfort that God has for us today. 

The Comfort of Christmas – What is it? 

If you lived in Isaiah’s day, you would know that things 

weren’t going well for God’s people. In fact, many separate Isaiah out 

into two books – chapters 1-39 & chapters 40-66. When you read 

through the first 39 chapters, you hear an overwhelming sense of law. 

God’s people needed to be called out for their sins. Isaiah’s prophecy 

was loaded with a message of destruction and punishment for their 

sins. If that was you, wouldn’t you want to hear, as Isaiah said in our 

first verses –  

Comfort, comfort my people,  

says your God.  
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,  

and proclaim to her  

that her hard service has been completed,  

that her sin has been paid for,  
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that she has received from the LORD’s hand  

double for all her sins.  

God would send the Babylonians to take the nation captive – 

taking their possessions and people with them to a foreign land.  

What does God mean when he says –  

- Tell her that her sin is paid for – it’s already a done deal. 

Jesus died to take away all sins. 

- She has received double for all her sins. Do you know 

God to punish sins, not once, but twice? Nowhere in the 

Bible is God explained as acting in this way. What we 

want to think about is God’s people receiving double 

“forgiveness.” 

What’s the point? God wants us to know – God’s forgiveness 

is bigger than all our sins. No matter how much we sin – no matter the 

amount of guilt or shame that we feel for any of our sins – God 

forgives them all. No one has too many sins for God to forgive. 

God’s promises to his people of the good news of the Savior is 

found throughout the first half of Isaiah –  

- Isaiah 7 – Isaiah said the promised Savior would be born 

of a virgin – he would be called Immanuel, “God with us.” 

- Isaiah 9 – he was given names like “everlasting,” 

“Almighty,” and “Prince of Peace” – the peace that only 

Jesus can bring. 

- Isaiah 53 – Jesus would be the suffering Servant who 

would take on all the punishment that we deserve would 

be placed on his shoulders. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

Jesus would bring and has brought peace between sinners and 

God. That is the comfort of Christmas. 

The Comfort of Christmas –How do we prepare for it? 

We know what it is, but we still have to prepare for it – so that 

we don’t miss out on the comfort of Christmas. 

Who of us likes road construction? We don’t have it bad here 

in Green Bay. If you drive in a larger city like Milwaukee or Chicago 

in the summer – you don’t like the construction because of the longer 

slowdowns. There is a great deal of planning that goes into the 

construction to get the road ready. 
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Have you ever driven out west? I tend to look at the roads that 

are carved into the mountains and imagine the great amount of work 

that it took to put in a road, perhaps even using dynamite and surely 

taking many, many years to complete. 

Spiritually speaking, our hearts need to be constructed or 

reconstructed, like road construction. God has to prepare us to receive 

the message of the comfort of Christmas. 

What’s wrong with our hearts that a reconstruction needs to 

take place?  

Isaiah says – “In the desert prepare the way for the LORD 

; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  Every 

valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the 

rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.” 

We have a great amount of pride like the mountains and hills 

made low. And, at times, the devil gets us to think to little or low of 

ourselves and tempts us to sin – like the valleys that need to be raised 

up. Preparing our hearts to receive the comfort of Christmas is the law 

needing to be preached to our sinful hearts of pride and ego. When we 

fall prey to the devil’s lies and empty promises. 

Preparing our hearts for the comfort of Christmas comes 

through repentance. 

Where do you find this comfort of Christmas?  Isaiah says, 

“All men are like grass,  

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field.  
7The grass withers and the flowers fall,  

because the breath of the LORD blows on them.  

Surely the people are grass.  
8The grass withers and the flowers fall,  

but the word of our God stands forever.” 

Have you had a difficult time buying the right gift? Sometimes 

the right gift is hard to find. Thankfully, God makes finding the 

comfort of Christmas easy. He gives it to us in his Word. And it never 

changes. It endures forever. 

People are like the grass that withers and the flowers that fall. 

God even tells us that our time on earth, our time of grace is 70 or 80 

years. Yet, in stark contrast, God’s Word endures forever. 
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The same promises of the comfort of Christmas that we hear, 

was told to our parents and grandparents and to many generations. 

And the story of comfort and joy and peace through Jesus never 

changes. 

Do you need to hear the comfort of Christmas? Do you know 

others who need to hear the peace and joy that Jesus brings? Like 

John the Baptist in our gospel lesson, or Isaiah the prophet in our 

lesson today, there is a voice crying out – sharing the good news 

about the Savior. We thank God for those opportunities that he gives 

us to share the comfort of Christmas with others. 

Let’s pray – Dear Heavenly Father, you give us peace and joy 

in the comfort of Christmas – the good news of Jesus. We thank you, 

also, for giving us opportunities and the privilege to share this good 

news with others. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 


