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"Jesus is the Same – Forever!" Pentecost 9 

1) Hebrews 13:7-8, 13-17 

2)  July 25, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to 

you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their 

faith.  

 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 

keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey 

them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 

would be of no advantage to you.  
18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience 

and desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge 

you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon.  
20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the 

eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything 

good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing 

to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Baloney. When I say bologna, do you have a good 

recollection of that lunch, meat sandwich or a bad recollection of 

it. Now, what I gather from many people family members included 

when I asked them about bologna. I get from one family member. 

Oh, I enjoy it because they didn't have to eat it every day in the 

cold once that mom had packed on their way to school, but from 

another family member, I might hear the exact opposite. Well, my 

mom. She packed me a bologna sandwich every day and really, 

that's all that we ever had for sandwiches for lunch. I'm sick of 

Bologna. Because my lunch never changed.  
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Lunch can change. You might like an assortment of 

lunchmeats from time to time. You don't have to have the same 

thing every time.  

Now, baloney, it might not be the most appetizing thing to 

you when you think about it. But there are some benefits I think. It 

fills your stomach, it makes you fall and perhaps it has some 

nourishment to it as well. I want you to think about the things that 

change in the things that don't change here tonight. When we think 

about what changes there are many things in our life that changes  

Everything in the world around us changes –  

- Cars 

- Appliances 

- Places we’ve lived 

- Jobs we’ve worked 

- Memories of our kids from 8 years ago that show up on 

social media show us how much our kids change. 

 

But I’ve also heard from many of you how much change is 

taking place in the world around us. There's also changed that we 

can't stomach and what I've heard from many of you. Signs of the 

times liberal leanings aspects of doctrinal uncertainty going with 

the flow, whatever it might be. There are many aspects of what the 

world around tells us. The world will try to tell us – what we 

believed the world will tell us what we believed and our parents 

believed years ago, it doesn't really matter so much. In fact that 

very teaching of the Bible, you can disregard it the world might 

say But what does God say? What does God say about change?  

I’d like to focus on v 8 where the writer to the Hebrews 

tells us – Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever. Let’s focus on why is it good for us to know that in the 

midst of everything in the world changing around us – to know that 

Jesus never changes. And that Jesus is the same forever. 

The writer to the Hebrews and the audience to which he 

was writing and you can just imagine the difficulties in which they 

lived. They were converts from Judaism. They grew up with the 

laws and worship practices of the Old Testament, but believed that 

Jesus Christ was their Lord and Savior. Yet many of their family 



3 

members did not. They were being persecuted for it for following 

Jesus, as being that promised Messiah.  

The writer to the Hebrews gives an encouragement and 

how they ought to live their lives. And one thing that we want to 

remember about Jesus Christ, being the same is by imitating those 

who came before us. And imitating the object of their faith – Jesus 

Christ. 

In chapter 11, we call it the “Heroes of Faith” chapter of 

the Bible. It lists Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and others. It 

talks about the great things they did – by faith. It’s interesting to 

note that not a single one of these heroes of faith was perfect. 

However, who they believed and trusted in was that answer to their 

imperfection – the promised Savior. 
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God 

to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate 

their faith. 

Those who spoke the word of God to you – this is a great 

reminder to all of us of what it’s all about. Parents, teaching the 

truths of Jesus to your children. It is an important thing to pass 

down because when the culture and the world around us is 

teaching our children and even trying to lead us to go away from 

Jesus. There's only one thing that can lead us to Jesus. And that's 

that very word of God.  

Remember, your leaders who spoke the word of God to you 

– more than just putting it on a Post-It note, keep it as a daily task 

to study that word of God to meditate on it. We continue to grow 

in that Grace and knowledge of our savior. Every time we open up 

the Bible. 

And…imitate their faith. What you've heard from them, 

what you've seen in them, put it into practice. I’m reminded  I get 

taken back to helping out at school when I was a kid and we had a 

mimeograph machine and in the summer or about this time of year, 

it would be constantly photocopy, these pre photocopier, but 

making an exact image and duplicate on that machine of all the 

quizzes and all the tests for the teacher throughout the year. Like a 

photocopier would do today. It would make an exact replica of it.  
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Now, perhaps it's a pastor or a teacher, a Sunday school 

teacher a parent. Like, we heard a couple weeks ago for the 

Apostle Paul as he had said to Timothy young, Pastor Timothy The 

faith that was passed on down to him from his mother and his 

grandmother. Many people have had an influence on our lights, not 

only do we think about them, but perhaps I could ask you to think 

about what type of faith.  

 

And display of our faith and living of our Christian faith. 

Are we giving to our children? To keep it at the Forefront. And to 

continue to ask God, to bless us in those aspects of both our faith 

in our life. Now you'd be remiss. If you only read verses 7 and 8 

here and he didn't go back to the beginning, portions of this chapter 

here in Chapter 13, because not only does it give an 

encouragement to remember, your leaders and imitate their faith. 

Those leaders who spoke God's word to you, Floss. Gives an 

encouragement on how we ought to live. If you know that Jesus is 

the same and that he never changes. You also know that his 

promises never change. That his very words of Pardon and peace, 

never change. You know what? Jesus did 2000 years ago? As an 

accomplished fact, is the very thing that you have and hold on to 

this very day. That Jesus is your savior from sin. Now, how might 

that influence us and how might that impact Us in the way we live? 

It's going to impact us and make us look foolish to the world 

around us.  

When we think about those instruction that this writer the 

Hebrew gives he says, entertain strangers by showing them, that 

type of brotherly, love and compassion because you might be 

entertaining and hosting an angel in your very midst. He says, 

marriage should be honored, by all and the marriage bed kept pure. 

When we think about the world around us, how many hold 

marriage in a very high regard Rather the world around us says, 

live together. You don't need to get married sex outside of 

marriage is okay.  

We look at all of God's word, he tells us then again, in 

verse 5. To live with contentment to use that gift of wealth. Not for 

ourselves, but for the growth of his kingdom, and to continued to 
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practice that type of hospitality, That opens doors to share the good 

news of Jesus with others.  

Now, why is it important to remember? That? Jesus Christ 

is the same forever when it comes to the way that we live. It's 

because we know that Jesus died on the cross to take away our 

every sin. We know that this world is not the only thing worth 

living for rather. It's for Living For Eternity in heaven with our 

savior. God tells us throughout scripture that this body that we live, 

in is Amir. I place for our soul to inhabit. Well, we walk here on 

this Earth. And then in everything we do, God wants us to live for 

him. Now, how do we do that? We'll go back to that verse here in 

verse 8. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

When you struggle with the world around you. When you see the 

aspects of your faith being tested, when you're suffering much like 

these Hebrew Christians were Remember your savior? Was he 

selfish with his body was, he selfish with his well? He didn't keep 

it all for himself. No, he gave it up. For you, and for me, That Jesus 

our savior, even though he was rich, yet for your sake and mine, he 

became poor so that we through his poverty might become rich. 

And aren't we rich? Indeed. Knowing that we have eternal life 

waiting for us in heaven. To know that we have a Savior who 

forgives each and every one of our sins.  

That's the most important thing that we could ever have and 

hold onto and equally as important. To pass on down to our 

children and to Future Generations. The writer to the Hebrews 

goes on, and says –  

Pray for us.  We are sure that we have a clear 

conscience and desire to live honorably. In every way I 

particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you 

soon.  

Now, one of the aspects if I could hear for a moment is just 

to share with you as one of your pastors here at Messiah.  

I consider it a deep privilege and opportunity to be one of 

your pastors. I look at the gospel lesson, for example, and I see 

Jesus. And how his heart went out to those who were sheep 

without a Shepherd, in the very aspect of this verse and throughout 

much of scripture that describes the pastor, as a shepherd,  
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If I could make a request of you – I would like to ask that 

you pray for me and you pray for us. When you think about the 

opportunities that we have to share and witness the gospel, we are 

part of that group, who share the word of God with you. And we 

consider it a great privilege, and a great honor. Certainly not to be 

taken lightly. We look at every opportunity that we have to share 

that good news of our Savior and to continue to grow his kingdom. 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  

The writer to the Hebrews finishes by saying –  

May the God of Peace who through the blood of the 

Eternal Covenant brought back from the dead. Our lord, 

Jesus, that great, Shepherd of the sheep equipped you with 

everything good for doing his will and may, he work in us. 

What is pleasing to him through? Jesus Christ to whom be 

glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Is Jesus the Same - Forever? You see the writer to the 

Hebrews say that he is the great Shepherd of the Sheep. One of the 

important themes that is said, throughout this book of Hebrews and 

this letter to the Hebrew Christians, is that very aspect of who 

Jesus is and what he came to do. At the outset of the book, the 

writer says that Jesus is even higher than the angels. The main 

point that he tries to get across to the Hebrew Christians, is that 

Jesus is the great high priest. He's the one who laid down his life 

for you. He's that great Shepherd of the Sheep. Jesus is someone 

worth following. Jesus is someone worth imitating. Jesus is 

someone worth living for. 

Now I don't know about you, but I haven't had a bologna 

sandwich in a long time and I particularly don't care to. When it 

comes to change though, and I see the world around me change. I 

know one thing that's absolutely consistent and it's the thing I need 

to come back to you and I encourage you to come back to as well –  

It's the absolute truth that Jesus is your Savior and he's the same 

forever.  

Let's pray – Dear heavenly father, we thank you for giving 

us these words of encouragement here. This evening to be 

reminded of the word of God that has been spoken to us. We ask 

that you continue to bless our leaders, those who have spoken the 

word of God to us. We also ask that you give us those 
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opportunities that we have to live for you. Perhaps. It's ways in 

which we live counter culturally, even though the world around us 

changes, help us and Us to be reminded of the good news that your 

promises never changed. And the fact that you died to take away. 

Our every sin never changes help us to continue to share this. 

Good news of Our Savior Jesus with others. It's in his name, we 

pray. Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

 

 


