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"God’s Call. God’s Promise." Pentecost 3 

1) Genesis 3:8-15 

2) June 13, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Who’s talking to you? Now, if you hear your phone ringing 

and you pick it up, perhaps you see a familiar face on the caller ID, 

you might be happy to talk to that person, carry on a conversation, 

share your life with that family member or friend. Maybe it's 

someone you haven't talked to in a long time? The possibilities are 

endless with how many of contacts you have in your phone.  

But what happens when you get that call and there is no 

caller ID, just the number. If it's local, perhaps you think to 

yourself – I wonder who this could be. And if it's an area code that 

you've never seen before you might think it’s a spam number. 

Who's talking to you? If you pick up the other end of the line and 

you hear someone that you don't recognize and perhaps they're 

trying to sell you a bill of goods, you come to the quick conclusion 

– I don't want to have this conversation and you walk away from 

the conversation by hanging up the phone. Again, who's talking to 

you?  

When God Called to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 

and he said, “where are you?” Do you think Adam and Eve 

recognized the caller ID? Do you think they knew who exactly was 

on the other line? I'm pretty certain that they did. You read the 

verses that are part of our text to read the greater context around 

Genesis 3. And even just the fact in Genesis chapter 3 verse 8, 

where it says God was walking there in the garden in the cool of 

the day gives us that idea. And that thought that Adam and Eve had 

a friendship with God that a relationship with him. When you read 

in the Bible, when it talks about walking together with someone it 

often signifies and one of the ways to think about it is an aspect of 

friendship. (Like we might also think of a “synod” as a group of 

Christians and congregations – united or walking together). And if 

that's the relationship that God had with Adam and Eve, imagine 

how he felt with the questions and responses Adam and Eve give 
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him. Do you think God's call to Adam and Eve made God happy? 

Or do you think it made him sad?  

First question was, where are you? God already knew the 

answer. He knew exactly where Adam and Eve were. He didn’t 

need to ask the question. And then even when he ask the follow-up 

question after, Adam gives a lame excuse, right? Saying I was 

naked. So I was hit God ask the second question. Even though it 

might seem redundant who told you that you were naked. So, 

throughout it all. Adam was trying to cover up and control the 

situation by not telling God, the full truth And by trying to skirt 

around the truth and not be upfront about it. And yet, God knew all 

along.  

When God's talking to you. There's absolutely no skirting 

around the truth. God knows and can see us. Exactly. As we are, 

just like Adam and Eve were there in the Garden of Eden. He sees 

us bear, he sees us and sees, the whole truth. It isn't that what God 

was trying to get to in the point that he was trying to get to with 

Adam and Eve. He didn't need to know the truth for himself. He 

was trying to illuminate that truth for Adam and for Eve, Trying to 

get to that truth by asking those questions. Where are you or? Who 

told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the tree that I told 

you not to eat from? He? If you read in Genesis 3, and those verses 

before, and even back into the previous chapter, God gave some 

pretty clear commands to Adam and Eve. He simply told them you 

can eat anything and all of this is yours, but don't eat from this tree 

in the middle of the Garden of Eden.  

Sound familiar. If you tell your child, To not do something. 

What are they going to do? They're going to go ahead and do it 

because they need to test their limits and find out what the 

boundaries exactly are either with Mom and Dad's discipline or 

perhaps they need to learn this lesson the hard way.  

Isn't that same thing true than with adults as well? Where 

we try and test God's limits and find out what's acceptable to him. 

It got tells us pretty plainly in his word, doesn't he he says you 

shall have no other gods. And yet, how often don't we place other 

Idols in our lives vacations, sleep? The things of this world that 

might give us temporary happiness or satisfaction in yet. Leave us 

empty in the end. God tells us these commands because he wants 
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us and wants them to bless us. In the same way that we think about 

the fourth Commandment of being a blessing to honor and respect 

and Obey our parents and government and those in authority over 

us so that you might have long life on the Earth. All of command. 

All of God's commands are meant to be a blessing for us. To give 

us those boundaries so that we can continue to walk in that 

relationship with him. And yet, what do we hear out of God's call 

to Adam and Eve here in our lesson today?  

We hear two things. We hear all about sin and the depth of 

sin and how much it separates us from our God. And we hear about 

God's grace and his loving Mercy. Now about that sin, right? Sin is 

described in the Bible in so many different ways, I'll give you one 

for an example, right? It's described as a missing the mark kind of 

like, you would, if you were a deer hunter or perhaps an archery, 

right? You'd have the bullseye And you would miss all together, 

you would not hit that Bullseye. Exactly. Missing. The mark 

means that you fall short of keeping God's commands perfectly 

like he desires and like he wants you to And for Adam and Eve, 

isn't that what they did? They miss the mark, they failed to keep 

God's commands. And what it did is it ruined their relationship 

with him. God tells us in the Bible about Sin that that sinful mind 

of ours and every single one of us has it is hostile to God that 

sinful nature inside of us or perhaps you could think about it this 

way, the Apostle Paul says the good I want to do I don't do in the 

evil. I don't want do I don't want to do this. What a wretched man I 

am, who will rescue me from this body of death? 

Even the Apostle Paul knew. Going back to Adam and Eve 

and continuing on after him to this very day. What each and every 

single one of us struggle with And that's that sinful nature inside of 

us. That thing, that misses, the mark, that separates us in our 

relationship with God. God wants to walk with us. Like he did with 

Adam and Eve in the cool of the day and in the midst of a hot 

streak here, right? The cool of the day, sounds quite nice.  But 

our sins separate us from God. That tells us that the wages of those 

sins is death.  

So, what's the remedy? Right. God had called to Adam and 

Eve first, he called the Adam and said, where are you then? He 

asked who told you that you were naked when you hit and isn't it 
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quite interesting when we think about Sin? And we think about this 

first experience that Adam and Eve Eve had with dealing with their 

sin. And when confronted with it by God, what did they do? 

Husband and wife, blamed each other? Adam said well not only 

did he blame Eve but he blamed God God it's that woman. You put 

here with me. She's the one that gave me some fruit and I ate it and 

then Eve turns around and blame someone else. It was that serpent 

who deceive me.  

God very easily could have gone the nuclear option on 

them and blown everything up. He could have told them how much 

they hurt him, how sinful they were, and sent them off to Hell 

forever. But is that what God did?  

First, he continued to call to them, didn't he? They weren't 

calls of great rebuke. There were calls for mankind to be able to 

find God. God went out of his way to go to man so that God could 

be found. And yet even in the midst of the curse that he gives to 

the devil in verses 14 and 15 of our lesson, which will get to hear 

in a moment. Is that aspect of God's loving promise for all of 

mankind? God in his mercy and Grace continues to call out to you 

and to me. When we sin God wants us to face the truth.  

Sin is a real thing and it's a real problem, in every single 

one of our lives. To be able to confront it head-on, got always 

wants to illuminate, that truth with his word. He gives us the 

structure of his Commandments. Gives us the structure of what he 

tells us in his word, the difference between right and wrong. And 

then gives us that very promise that we here in verses 14 and 15 of 

what he did about Sin. See a of mankind, Adam messed everything 

up, and it's that aspect or Biblical teaching of original sin. That sin, 

that Adam and Eve committed. Now would be passed on down 

through the generations, all the way to this very day. What we 

received from our parents made us sinful, from the moment that we 

were conceived, What's the remedy? What's the solution for those 

sins? And all the sins that we commit?  

First, he cursed the devil and said, you're going to crawl on 

your belly. You're going to literally bite the dust. You're going to 

eat dust all the days of your life. And then he says, I will put 

enmity in another word for enmity is hatred. I'll put hatred between 

you and the woman and between your Offspring and hers. He will 
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crush your head and you will strike his heel. You're going to give 

this promised savior that I send a fatal blow.  

He's going to have to face even death itself. Because death 

entered the world through sin.  

Yet all of Jesus Christ perfectness and righteousness. 

Defeated the devil once and for all was the covering over of your 

sins. Like we try and cover up our sins. God covers up our sins 

perfectly and completely when he sent Jesus to take them all. 

Through Jesus. Perfect wife. Every one of God's Commandments 

kept perfectly. His perfectness in righteousness, becomes our own. 

It's credited to our account. Jesus faced those temptations of the 

devil. And he kept all of God's law perfectly.  

We see how Jesus was that, perfect and one time for all 

substitute and promise of the Savior. When he died on the cross, to 

take away, not only our sins, but the sins of the entire world. For 

every one of those times that we've lied or cheated, or stolen. 

Every one of those times that we've broken God's commands, 

Jesus, Paid for every one of those sins that hatred, that would be 

between the devil and the woman's offspring.  

When you think about God's call, And is promised to each 

and every one of us. He desires to have that relationship with you 

and me. You think about the very aspect of who it is that you're 

talking to, there are many voices that are out there in life and in the 

world around us. Many of them. Not so good. And in fact, 

downright evil.  

You have to think and ask yourself that question, who's 

talking to you. Is this a message from God? Is this what God has 

revealed to me in his word? Or is this a message of the devil? But 

to know that when God's talking to you, Every time you open up 

your Bible and read on the pages of scripture, What are you here? 

You hear a? Holy and right? And just God who demands 

perfection.  

But you also hear the solution and remedy to sin the 

promise of God and the promise fulfilled. That Jesus lived and died 

and rose again for you. To take away your sins to take away the 

sins of the world. When you think about who's talking to you and 

who's on your caller ID, In a very spiritual way. We want to make 

that every effort. To continue to read our Bibles daily, to know 
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exactly who it is. That's talking to us. To know that God is the only 

one with the solution and promise and remedy to sin. To know that 

that solution and promise, and remedy is our savior.  

And for the world around us. They might not have that 

caller ID and they don't know exactly who it is. That's talking to 

them. How might you share and illuminate, that truth with them. 

How might you be one to share that voice of God with others so 

that they too may believe. And that they too May trust and that 

promise of a Savior. 

Let's pray – Dear heavenly Father. We thank you for 

sending your son, Jesus as our perfect payment and substitute for 

sin through his life. Death and Resurrection. We know that we 

have the Forgiveness of sins, new life and salvation. We hear your 

call and your promise, in your word. We continue to share with us 

your voice, through your word and share with us. Those wonderful 

promises to know that we are forgiven and to know that we are you 

dearly loved children. We ask all of this in Jesus name. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD 

God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 

they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 

But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was 

afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”  
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 

you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 

from?”  
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she 

gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you 

have done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have 

done this,  
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“Cursed are you above all the livestock  

and all the wild animals!  

You will crawl on your belly  

and you will eat dust  

all the days of your life.  
15And I will put enmity  

between you and the woman,  

and between your offspring and hers;  

he will crush your head,  

and you will strike his heel.”  


