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"The Lord Provides" Lent 1 

1)  Genesis 22:1-18 

2)  February 21, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ to him be glory both now and forever. Amen. (2 Thess. 3:5) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Perhaps you've heard it on the radio before. Or you’ve 

heard it on the TV The Flash comes across – “This is a test of the 

emergency broadcast system.” I saw that all the time as a kid 

because we had rabbit ears. I don't know if it was once a month or 

whenever it might be we hear it regularly. Now when we hear the 

sirens go off regularly here in Bellevue and in towns all across the 

United States. This is a test. They want to make sure their warning 

system is ready to go – when that tragedy when that event happens 

when that event comes that they're ready ready to put whatever 

planet is into action to be able to withstand that test. We see test 

happen all over. 

Don't we see tests of national tragedy. That’s why we have 

the Emergency broadcast system. We see testing that takes place 

during the midst of covid. We see testing that takes place in the 

midst of natural disasters. We see tests that take place in each and 

every one of our lives. But can you imagine the type of test of faith 

that Abraham had to experience in our Old Testament lesson here 

this morning? We want to think about that here this morning, and 

we also want to focus on not just Abraham's Faith, which we'll talk 

about extensively, but we want to focus on the fact that comes a 

little bit later in our lesson here today. It's a short and simple 

phrase – The Lord Will Provide. We see how the Lord provides 

and how the Lord provided in Abraham's life My Hope and prayer 

is that every one of us will also see when our faith is put to the test 

that God does indeed provide for us as well.  

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 

“Abraham!”  

“Here I am,” he replied.  

Now if you read in I want to focus on really the first two 

three verses of our lesson here. This morning it says and we're told 

that God tested Abraham is Faith. Now notice that it doesn't say 

God tempted. Like Jesus was tempted in the wilderness in Our 
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Gospel Lesson by Satan. No, God tested. Abraham is faith. It's 

much different. Like that test of the emergency broadcast system 

like an athlete is put to the test a test of his strength the test of his 

endurance.  

God does indeed test faith much like he tested Abraham's 

faith. Think about Abraham's life weren't there other examples 

where it was an aspect of Abraham's faith that he believed when 

God simply told him to go and do. For example 75 years old. 75 

years young Abraham was and God told him to leave his home 

country and go to a land. He had never seen never stepped foot in 

before and what are we told about Abraham. He got up and went. 

We hear God's call and God's promise to Abraham when he was 99 

years old again, 99 years old got told him. You would have a son.  

God would give him those promises your children and the 

generations after them be as numerous as the stars in the sky 

numerous as the sand on the seashore. A promise God reassures 

Abraham of at the end of our lesson. 

Abraham believed every one of those promises of God we 

read about it later. God tells us in the NT that “Abraham's faith 

that it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

So if God tested Abraham is faith. Can you imagine now – this 

would almost seem as the most severe of the test? God had 

promised Abraham all those things. And now God said 2 Then 

God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you 

love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  

Any parent with a child will tell you that that is a nightmare 

scenario. To lose a child – but to have God ask you to do this 

thing. Remember what I said just a minute or two ago that God had 

told Abraham. I'm going to give you all of this. I'm going to give 

you a child your Generations after you will be as numerous as the 

stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore and now. 

You want me to put to death my son, and all your 

promises? Now when we think about the very testing of our faith 

and we want to think about what it meant for Abraham's Faith to 

be tempted first. Think about those words your son. In Abraham's 

day, it would have been very important to have a son to be the heir 

to carry on your name to inherit every aspect of your land and your 
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possessions. And that was the height and center of all of their 

family life. To have that child to pass on that inheritance to pass on 

that birthright.  

But God goes on and says your only son because they did 

not have children up until that point in time. At least Abraham and 

Sarah hadn't Before Genesis 22 were told about Abraham and 

Hagar and the son that they had together Ishmael and how he was 

sent away. He wouldn't be the one to receive that Birthright. He 

wouldn't be the one to fulfill all the promises that God had given. 

Even that promise that God would send a son a descendant 

of Abraham to crush the devil's head. And now God wanted 

Abraham to offer Isaac. Abraham’s probably thinking – You're 

going to take him away from me. You're going to force me to do 

this very thing.  

We experience testing in our life, don't we? When we're 

faced with the prospect of poor or failing health. We're put to the 

test when we're laid off from work. When we see prices in every 

goods that we need to buy go up and we wonder how we're going 

to pay the bills. We see testing of our faith testing in relationships. 

And we think about all these tests. What does God want to come 

out of this because isn't that the very reason that God had tested 

Abraham's faith. God tested Abraham his faith because he wanted 

him to put all of his worship and Trust. In the one and only true 

God And when we undergo testing of our faith.  

It's an aspect of putting our faith and trust in the one and 

only true God. To fear love and trust in God above all things is 

God's very first commandment. It's and it's not an aspect that he 

simply wants us to keep it to please him. He wants us to keep it as 

an aspect of worship to him. And why would we worship and 

praise God?  

Because as we said before the Lord will provide. With the 

Lord provide a way out for Abraham. That's perhaps what 

Abraham was thinking when he was on the journey? We're told 

about that journey some very particular details one detail that we 

aren't specifically told is that it's about a three days journey from 

where Abraham was to where he needed to go. Can you imagine 

what it would have been like for Abraham to go about on that 
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Journey as a parent knowing what was about to happen what he 

had to do to take his son's life.  

What must have been going through his mind? But I can 

only imagine that what was going through his mind. Was that 

promise? Abraham God will provide for you. Has any done it 

before? Didn't you see it when you were 75 years old and left your 

home. Didn't it take place when you were childless and Sarah's 

womb was Barren that God provided for you a son in the first 

place? Don't you see how God had blessed you? When you and lot 

had parted ways lot took the choicest of land but yet your flocks 

and your herds and every possession of yours continued to 

flourish.  

The Lord provided for Abraham and every aspect of his 

life. Would it provide for him again? Would he provide a way out? 

And yes, that's what we're told. As Abraham went to complete the 

act and take the life of his son. God stop them. God said do not lay 

a hand on the boy. Don't lay a hand on that child that you love. 

You've passed the test of your faith.  

When we face those tests of our faith. Don't we see how the 

Lord feeds our faith as well? For example, if you faced a natural 

disaster. What are the thoughts in your mind that continue to run 

through your head? The aspects that the Lord will provide They'll 

help me rebuild. He'll help me put my life back together. When 

you're facing and undergoing failing health. What promises of God 

do you continue to chew on? God says – “Come to me all you 

who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.” Or that 

God is with you that he'll never leave you or forsake you.  

The Lord provides! God provides us first and foremost with 

the Forgiveness of all our sins. God sent his son whom he loved his 

one and only son. To take away your sins and mine and he took 

away the sins of the entire world.  

We see how God continues to provide for us throughout all 

our life. Not only with that forgiveness of sins, but also the 

promise and reassurance that we have eternal life in heaven. It's a 

promise that we have and hold onto right now. We see how life 

continues to fade and fail around us. We know that we're not 

building anything permanent here, but we have a city in heaven 

whose foundations are permanent…and everlasting. The city and a 
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house in which mansions and rooms that God has for us and 

waiting for us in heaven.  

When you're faced with the test. Do you see how the Lord 

will provide for you? We see that very aspect in Abraham's life 

how God continued to come to Abraham how God continued to 

provide for Abraham. Perhaps even in this test of sacrificing his 

only son we would see that as the height of test that Abraham face 

in his life.  

Have you undergone tests recently? Have you been faced 

with those things that you struggle with? And you wonder how is 

going to God going to do it again? How is God going to provide 

for me? I want you to see during the season of Lent the first and 

foremost thing that God has provided for you. When you look to 

the cross and you see that you have a savior in Jesus. We see how 

the Lord has provided for our primary need. That he's taken away 

our every sin. And he did it because he loves you.  

When we're faced with those tests. May we be reminded of 

God’s promises – like John says in Revelation – “Be faithful to 

the point of death and I will give you the crown of life.”  

Let's pray – Dear heavenly father. We thank you for the 

opportunity to read and study your word as we have here today 

through this story of Abraham's life. We see that there are times of 

testing of faith that will come into our lives help us to withstand 

every test and help us to be reminded of your every promise most 

importantly that you love us and that you sent your only son. Jesus 

to be our savior from sin. Help us send me with us and strengthen 

our faith in Jesus. In his name we pray. Amen. 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 


