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"The God Who Makes Alive" Pentecost 

1)  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

2)  May 23, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Now, I only know this because I do have three women in 

the house – “We have spirit, yes we do. We have spirit, how bout 

you?” Cheerleaders say this cheer to get the fans and crowd into 

the game. And, they're trying to prove a point – our team, our 

cheerleaders, our fan base, has more spirit, more pride in our team 

than you do. And they want to show it. It's kind of like we need a 

little bit of extra pep. We need a little bit of extra life to help bring 

the crowd into the game and help cheer our team on to victory. 

What does it mean to have spirit in a spiritual sense? That’s 

what we want to think about this morning as we study Ezekiel 

together. It’s more than just a cheer that was given to the crowd to 

help pep them up and bring them alive. It was a vision of the Lord 

to the prophet Ezekiel and he gave Ezekiel a command to make 

what was once dead, alive. And, to think about – The God Who 

Makes Alive. 

Our lesson from Ezekiel can be split up like this – the first 

10 verses are the meat of the vision, and 11-14 an explanation. 

Spiritually speaking, the Israelites were dead. In v 11 we’re told –  
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 

our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ This was the cry of the 

Israelites. They were the dry bones. Their hope was gone. They 

were cut off.  

Israel in hopelessness and despair 

Ezekiel lived around 550+ years before Jesus. They were in 

captivity in Babylon. They were cut off from their nation, they 

were cut off from their Homeland. And now receiving reports back 

that the temple was no longer standing. What were they to do in 

the midst of hopelessness and despair? They were probably 

wondering to themselves – are we ever going to be able to get back 

home? Were you ever able to get back to our homeland is 

anything? We're going to be the same in the midst of this 
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hopelessness and despair. God gives Ezekiel this vision where he 

sees into this Valley, not just bones, but very dry bones. Bones that 

had no sign of life whatsoever.  

Could you say that this describes the world around us? 

When we think of the hopelessness and despair that many people 

feel today. Hopelessness because of the life around them and it 

seems like there's no way out. Despair because they're in a 

situation that doesn't seem like it will change. Doubt because 

they're afraid and worried at what the future holds. They’re waiting 

or hoping for something to happen, and often times, they are left 

with sadness b/c their hopes don’t come true..  

Could it at times describe you and I? When we think in 

spiritual terms of doubt and despair that you and I face. Sometimes 

it comes in the form of something we've done or said. It comes in 

the form of health issues that we might be facing. Things that 

we’re thinking about, perhaps concerning or regarding a family 

member, and we're wondering and worrying. Is there any hope of 

possibility in life ahead? It’s like being in the valley of dry bones. 

That's what being in that pit of doubt, despair and worry and 

hopelessness is like.  

The Lord said to Ezekiel –  
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; 

prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign 

LORD says… 

Speak the word of the Lord to them because that's what 

gives life.  

God tells us in Ephesians through the apostle Paul – As for 

you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

Our relationship w/ God had been ruined by our sins. We 

are cut off from our Lord b/c of them. We’re like the valley of dry 

bones in that, in our sins, there is no life. There is nothing that we 

can do in and of ourselves that can bring us into a right relationship 

with God.  

As the Apostle Paul would go on to say –  
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 

The question was asked and then answered –  
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3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”  

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”  

 

God alone is the one who makes alive 

Into our doubt, despair and hopelessness that we might face 

– we hear the Word of the Lord speak into us life. We hear the 

words, your sins are forgiven. When we think about all of the 

blessings that God has in store for us by promising us hope and a 

future. All of God’s promises remind us that he is with us, and will 

never leave us or forsake us. 

How does he do that? God sends his H.S. into our lives. 

We’re told –  
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do.  

 

God has made us spiritually alive. He's continued to give us 

first of all, that gift of faith, that Faith to believe that Jesus is our 

only savior from sin. That Jesus has crushed every aspect of 

Doubt. Every aspect of despair, every aspect of hopelessness, He 

was the one that was cut off. He is the one that defeated even death 

itself for you.  

Today is the day we celebrate Pentecost (50 days after 

resurrection). Then last week we were here to celebrate Ascension 

(40 days after resurrection).  

What gives life? It is that message of the Lord – that good 

news that Jesus lived and died and rose again. If you listen to the 

events on the day of Pentecost, that's the exact message that the 

Apostle Peter had the opportunity to preach and we're told that 

over 3,000 came to believe and call on the name of the Lord. Yes, 

this is the God who makes alive. He does it in your life and he 

does it in mine. 

How will more and more people hear the good news of the 

Savior? 

Introduce ECW campaign  

- What is MLC and WLS 
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- Why are they important 

- What do they do 

- Why should we support them 

 

 

Let's pray – Dear heavenly Father…In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out 

by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; 

it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, 

and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones 

that were2 very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these 

bones live?”  

I said, “O Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”  
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to 

them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what 

the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath 

enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to 

you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I 

will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will 

know that I am the LORD.’ ”  
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was 

prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones 

came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no 

breath in them.  
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 

son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD 

says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe into 

these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life 

and stood up on their feet—a vast army.  
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the 

whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and 
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our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say 

to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I 

am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I 

will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 

people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves 

and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and 

you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you 

will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, 

declares the LORD.’ ”  

 


