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"This is What The Lord Does" Pentecost 4 

1)  Ezekiel 17:22-24 

2)  June 20, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Just this last weekend, I had the opportunity to take down a 

tree in our backyard. I was 1/6 of the equation. In other words, I 

was the grunt work on the ground. Hauling all of the trees and 

limbs to the curb, but in the midst of all that, right? You're here 

living in the city of you. Today we have a lot of trees and it's a 

great thing. They provide shade and they provide shelter, the prey 

fide rest from the hot sun beating down on you. Needed it over 

here. Over the last couple of weeks as we endured a heat wave. But 

as you think about trees, right? And even the tree in my backyard 

happened to be an ash tree. If you drive around the city of Green 

Bay and even in my own neighborhood, I would see tree after tree 

after tree being destroyed by that emerald, ash borer, Really is a 

shame a tree that was planted on 42 43 years ago, as old as our 

home provided a great deal of shade in the backyard and now 

needed to come down. When you think about an ash tree, when 

you think about whatever other type of tree, you might have in 

your own yard right? It experiences a certain length of time but it 

provides exactly everything that you need provides that shaped 

shelter and it provides shade.  

Want you to think about trees. Now, as we hear in our first 

lesson, the Messianic prophecy that was given through the prophet 

Ezekiel and in it and really we hear the heart of it at the end of this 

Vision, that was given to exceed. Y'all is the encouragement that 

God had for his people. Exactly knowing what the Lord will do 

and knowing what the Lord does and how he works.  

Now, why would it have been important? Not only for us, 

but to think about, first of all, for God's people in Old Testament 

Israel. You see they weren't exactly leaning on God's promises and 

following God's commands for many years generation after 

generation. They had strayed away from the Lord. The primary 

culprit was a Dollar Tree. When we think about the first 

commandment, right? God tells us, you shall have no other gods. 
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What is this mean? We should fear love and trust in God. Above 

all things. Usually it's we're doing the opposite of that.  

Generation after generation. They would follow the false 

gods of the lands that they had invaded. The lands of Canaan. Now 

known as The Promised Land They would follow the gods of 

foreign countries and not give their total worship and give their 

whole heart to the Lord. It came in many forms, whether it was 

putting other things first, perhaps not putting worship and their 

whole heart into it and even worshiping false gods.  

But this is the area and atmosphere into which Ezekiel had 

given the prophecy. You see God's people had been taken off into 

captivity first of all the Northern Kingdom of Israel and then the 

southern Kingdom which were here. Now with the prophet Ezekiel 

was given this prophecy of Destruction unless they were to repent. 

And that imminent, destruction was being realized Much of 

ezekiel's book is focused on the aspect of repentance. Right, repent 

for your sins of idolatry, repent, for your worship of those false 

gods. And yet in the midst of all of that. God, the god of free and 

faithful Grace. Would extend his gospel, Outreach to the people of 

Israel. He would extend his love and his grace and mercy, because 

what could God have done? Got hit, could have completely wiped 

them off of the face of the Earth, but perhaps this was a learning 

experience and a lesson for those people of Israel.  

And what we hear? In our lesson today are those gospel 

promises of Our Lord of exactly what God will do. Not only for 

the Kingdom of Israel, but also for you and for me. So what 

exactly did God mean? When he said through the prophet Ezekiel, 

this is what the Sovereign Lord says I myself will take a shoot 

from the very top of a cedar and planted and will break off a tender 

spring from its topmost shoots. And planted on a high and lofty 

Mountain. Now, when you think about trees, right? And you plant 

a tree for the very first time, it starts out, so very small. But then 

grow,  
 

 

Let's pray – Dear heavenly Father…In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 

 
22 “ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will take a 

shoot from the very top of a cedar and plant it; I will break off a 

tender sprig from its topmost shoots and plant it on a high and 

lofty mountain. 23 On the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it; 

it will produce branches and bear fruit and become a splendid 

cedar. Birds of every kind will nest in it; they will find shelter in 

the shade of its branches. 24 All the trees of the field will know that 

I the LORD bring down the tall tree and make the low tree grow 

tall. I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.  

“ ‘I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ ”  

 


