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“God Will Go With You” New Year’s Eve 

1)  Exodus 33:14-15 

2)  December 31, 2021 

May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in 

every way. 2 Thess. 3:16 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 

What’s your New Year’s Eve Tradition? I saw an article 

this past week on some of the world’s weirdest New Year’s 

traditions… 

- In Spain, they eat 12 green grapes in quick succession. 

Each grape is supposed to bring good luck for one 

month out of the year. 

- In Greece, they hang onions on their door – 

symbolizing rebirth as the onion peels away to reveal 

many layers. 

- In Scotland, they jump into the freezing cold North Sea. 

- And in Germany, they eat frosted donuts. Why? I’m not 

quite sure. All I saw was that it was meant to be a 

celebratory treat for the New Year. 

 

We have our own customs and traditions too… 

- Times Square. 

- Kissing someone you love at New Year’s. 

- And we make our New Year’s Resolutions. 

 

Why did you come to church tonight? If this truly is part of 

your New Year's tradition, could we imagine entering into a new 

year without the Lord going with us? Without asking all of the 

Lord's blessings and guidance on what awaits us in the new year? 

We can certainly look back at this past year and think of the 

uncertainty, or all of the difficult things that the Lord had guided 

us through. But we know and we hear these words of our God that 

we just read a few moments ago from Exodus 33 that promise that 

God had given to the Israelites as the same promise he gives to you 

and to me that God will indeed go with us in 2022 – God Will Go 

With You. 

Now, what were the circumstances that were surrounding 

what God had said to Moses? This was a difficult time for the 
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Israelites. They would remember in their Short history and in in 

their lifetime series of ten plagues striking the people of Egypt and 

some of them striking themselves. As it allowed the Israelites to 

leave Egypt, under the rule of pharaoh. And then they would have 

seen the Waters of the Red Sea part as they were able to walk 

through on dry ground. And yet, here we are. Where Moses is 

asking God, and the Lord is giving to the people of Israel this 

promise. That he would go with them.  

But why in the world then verse 15 do we hear Moses say –  

If your presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 

here. You see, there were a few issues that were taking place in the 

spiritual life of those people of Israel. It's not as if the, if it's not as 

if the Lord had abandoned the Israelites. You know, it was more 

that the Israelites had abandoned. God listen to the verses here at 

the beginning of this chapter where we're told, then the Lord said 

to Moses, leave this place you and the people, you brought up 

out of Egypt and go up to the land. I promised on oath to 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob saying I will give it to your 

descendants.  I will send an angel before you go up to the land 

flowing with milk and honey, but I will not go with you because 

you are stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the 

way. 

Can you imagine the Lord saying that to you as you enter 

into 2022? This is both a threat and a warning – that the Lord 

wouldn't go with us into the new year? Imagine that you had a 

great deal of stress and worry anxiety over a surgery that you were 

about to head into. And you contemplated the very fact that the 

Lord might not go with you. Or imagine you face the death of a 

loved one and you faced and wrestled. That same fact is the Lord 

really with me. Why did the Lord really take my loved one into 

heaven?  

Imagine the stress and worry that we might have facing a 

New Year. All of the uncertainties much like 2021 all of the 

uncertainties of 2022. Maybe we’re wondering – is God going to 

be there when I need him.  

Now, as I had mentioned before, it's not as if God had left 

the Israelites. It says God had said, the simple fact of the matter 

about the Israelites were that they were a stiff-necked people. 
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They were stubborn. They were rebellious. When Moses had 

returned down from the mountain, what did Moses find them 

doing? Rather than worshiping the true God who brought them out 

of Egypt and away from the 10 plagues and the rule of pharaoh; 

the true God who parted the waters of the Red Sea rather than 

worshiping the Triune and true God. Moses came down from the 

mountain and found them worshiping a false idol – the golden calf. 

An inanimate object made up of melted gold and metal.  

God will go with you? If we’re honest, there are times 

where we’re stubborn and rebellious and unable to worship the true 

God. There are times we have forgotten God. When we think about 

all the times throughout this past year, perhaps that we didn't trust 

God's presence, or that God really was with us. Maybe it was that 

time that we were afraid or worried. About our loved one going 

into surgery. Maybe it was that time that we had that guilt on our 

mind that lingered just a little bit longer because we forgot God's 

loving presence with us. And that he forgives our every sin. Each 

and every time that we fail to remember that God is indeed with us 

as he promised us, he is. For forgetting that God's presence will go 

with us.  

Remember that promise of your God? The same promise 

that God had given to the Israelites and appreciate that. God's 

loving presence will indeed go with you into 2022. That same 

loving presence that was with you in this last year. But, most 

importantly, when you think about God going with you - 

remember to apply it to your life. How do you know? How are you 

absolutely certain? That God will go with you. Isn't one of those 

ways that you can remember that absolute certainty that God is 

with, you is the very real presence of our savior here in the Lord's. 

Supper when he simply says, taken eat taken drink. This is my 

body. This is my blood given and poured out for you for the 

Forgiveness of sins. How are you applying God's real presence 

with you into your life? Every time you come to the Lord’s table – 

you're celebrating his death and resurrection. You're reminded that 

your every sin is forgiven. And you indeed have that peace of 

knowing your forgiveness and that God will go with you.  

Take, for example, every time you open up your Bible at 

home. And you read one of those promises of your Savior. For 
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example, when your face the death of a loved one, you can 

remember the words of the 23rd psalm – Even though I walk 

through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 

And that when you're faced with that real uncertainty of not 

spending any more time with your loved one – you remember that 

God is indeed with you. The same way that God had announced 

that to his disciples when he had said right before he ascended into 

heaven – Surely I Am With You Always to the very end of the 

age.  

God's presence was a big deal to the Israelites. It was the 

glory of the Lord. It was the pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 

fire by night. How do we know that God is really with us? Well, 

he's the one leading us. It's what we can see at the head of the 

caravan of Israelites wandering through the wilderness. Sometimes 

it might seem like we're wandering through a wilderness here in 

2022. And sometimes we might wonder – where is God? When 

those uncertain times come, remember these words of our God – 

God will go with you – he is with you. 

Let's pray – Dear Lord God, we thank you for your loving 

promises in your very real presence in our lives. Continue to bring 

us that comfort and guide us as we head into a new year in the 

midst of uncertainty and whatever it is that we might face. Remind 

us of your wonderful promises that you forgive our every sin and 

that you guide us every step of the way. It's in Jesus name we pray. 

Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

 
14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I 

will give you rest.”  
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with 

us, do not send us up from here. 
 


