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“The Peace of Christmas” Christmas 1 

1)  Colossians 3:12-17 

2)  December 27, 2020 
Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory now and forever. Amen. (2 Pet 3:18) 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

A few years ago, a poll was taken that found 84 percent of 

2,000 respondents said that spending time with family improved their 

mental well-being at Christmas. 

Conversely, it’s our family that seems to be the biggest source 

of Christmas stress, with 76 percent of respondents reporting that 

family arguments have the worst impact on their mental well-being 

during the festive season. (RSPH, December 2017) 

Have you ever heard of Christmas peace? Does spending time 

with family bring you peace or cause you stress? Is it when you 

prepare the food, buy and wrap the presents, and host people in your 

home three days in a row? In Finland they advise and urge residents 

with a public declaration of Christmas peace. 

Paul encourages us to put on new clothes 

- My daughter turned 8 on Christmas Eve. I had the 

privilege of watching her open presents for three days, 

from each side of the family and for her birthday. I never 

knew that an our generation doll had that many outfits. 

- God gives you and I new clothes when we came to Christ 

o At our baptism, we were clothed with Christ’s 

perfectness and righteousness 

o We put off the old self and it’s sinful desires 

Why do we put on new clothes? The motivation for wanting to 

clothe oneself in godly qualities springs from the fact that believers 

are “God ’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved.” Believers are 

“God ’s chosen people 

You start every morning getting dress, and you put on new 

clothes. Think of the new clothes that God wants us to wear as we go 

out into the world –  

- “Compassion” is what the Samaritan felt toward the man 

who fell among thieves (Lk 10:33). It is what Jesus felt 

toward the crowds who “were like sheep without a 
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shepherd” (Mk 6:34). It sees the hurt of others and is 

moved to do something about it. 

- “Kindness” is a goodness found in God and demonstrated 

by God in his saving acts. It is also a quality demonstrated 

by the believer as he forgives his fellowman (Eph 4:32). 

- “Humility” was demonstrated by the tax collector, who 

would not even look up to heaven (Lk 18:14) and by Jesus, 

who became obedient to death (Php 2:8). It is not thinking 

more of ourselves, or less of ourselves, but thinking of 

ourselves less. 

- “Gentleness” is a characteristic which Jesus ascribes to 

himself (Mt 11:29), which makes his followers willing to 

come to him and learn from him. It is a magnetic quality 

that attracts cautious people rather than polarizes them.  

- “Patience” is what makes us willing to “suffer long,” even 

as the Lord suffered the pangs of hell for us and continues 

to tolerate our sinfulness. 

- “Forgiveness” is so important, the apostle Paul dedicates 

a whole verse on this important aspect of living for Christ. 

Graciously forgive grievances, or causes for complaint, 

just as God in Christ has forgiven us. 

o Reading on to v. 14,  we’re reminded of why we 

are able to forgive and the final aspect of the 

clothing we are to wear. “Love” that Jesus has won 

for us.  

Forgiveness is difficult, because forgiveness always comes at 

a cost to me, not the person I’m forgiving. Forgiveness means laying 

aside our desire for revenge, and giving it over to God. 

Spiritual health is so important and helps keep us centered. 

But remember what we talked about earlier. God wants you to 

be spiritually healthy. But he doesn’t set up a reward system for 

meeting these benchmarks. The reward is the first thing he gives you. 

He says, “Here, here is forgiveness for every time you’ve failed! Here 

is peace, peace that’s yours in my son Jesus. So now go! Live it!”  

If you look at the verses just before these today, Paul is talking 

about how we live for Christ. In this section before us, he encourages 

us to put on our new clothes. It’s how we get the Peace of Christmas. 
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We are spiritually healthy. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

If you want the peace of Christmas – let Christ rule in your 

heart. Open your Bible, hear the word, come to the Lord’s table. The 

answer to stress, worry, anxiety, and sin is the peace that only Jesus 

can bring. 

Let us pray- Dear Lord Jesus… 

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 

grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 

them all together in perfect unity.  
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 17 

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him.  
 

 


