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“A Light In The Darkness”

Exhortation and Prayer: (please rise)

M: To you who are truly and deeply loved by the Lord:
In this Christmas season it is pure joy and a heartfelt

relief to hear again the message of the angels. Tonight, we
travel in mind and spirit to Bethlehem and see in manger,
the Christ-child.

We hear once again the story of the loving purposes
of God. From the first days after our fall, to the birth of Jesus
and His redeeming work, we see the love of our Lord. We
see how peace was lost, and how peace is restored.

M. But first, let us pray to our gracious Lord.
Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all

people who worship You and Your Son this holy night. By
Your holy Word, lead us to say with the angels,
C: Glory to God in the highest!

M: We pray for Your blessing upon the people of our city,
our state, our nation, and our world.

1



C: Glory to God in the highest!
M: We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and
hungry, the sick and sad, that You would give them the joy
of Your salvation and the comfort of Your presence.
C: Glory to God in the highest!

M: We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church,
that through Your Law and Gospel You would lead them to
recognize Your Son as their only hope for eternal life.
C: Glory to God in the highest!

M: Finally, we remember all those in heaven who rejoice
with us, who live in greater light and beauty than we, that
multitude which no one can number, who died in faith, and
now praise You in your heavenly temple. We confess that
we are united with them and with one another.
C: Glory to God in the highest! 

M: We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the
words that Christ himself taught us.
C: Amen.

(Please be seated)

LET THERE BE LIGHT 

First Reading: Genesis 1 & 3 selected verses
Sin comes into the world, and brings darkness

First Hymn:  Hymn 65 - Christian Worship
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars
go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
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The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee
tonight.

2  For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, The angels keep Their watch of
wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing To God the King And peace to all
the earth.

4  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings
tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

THE LIGHT HAS COME

Second reading: John 3:16-21
Jesus Christ is the Light all need

Second Hymn: Hymn 67 - Christian Worship
“What Child Is This”

1 What child is this who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet With anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the Son of Mary!

2  Why lies he in such mean estate
Where oxen now are feeding?
Good Christians, fear; For sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce him through;

3



The cross he’ll bear for me, for you.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the Son of Mary!

3  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings Salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high;
The virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the Son of Mary!

A DAY OF DARKNESS

Third reading: Joel 2:1-3; 10-13
Judgment Day is coming - terror for unbelievers

Third Hymn: Hymn 38 - Christian Worship
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

1  “From heav’n above to earth I come To bear good
news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, Whereof I now will
say and sing:

2  “To you this night is born a child Of Mary, chosen
virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth Shall be the joy of all the
earth.

3  “This is the Christ, our God most high, Who hears
your sad and bitter cry;
He will himself your Savior be From all your sins to
set you free.
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WALK IN THE LIGHT

Fourth Reading: 1 John 1:1-9
Encouragement to walk in the light of Christ.

Fourth Hymn: Hymn 63 - Christian Worship
“Angels We Have Heard on High”

1  Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Refrain

3  Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Refrain
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THE LORD IS MY LIGHT 

Fifth Reading: Psalm 27 (please read responsively)       

M: The LORD is my light and my salvation - whom shall I
fear? 

C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life - of whom
shall I be afraid?

M: Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 
C: though war break out against me, even then will I

be confident. 

M: One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: 
C: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the

days of my life, 

M: to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 
C: and to seek him in his temple. 

M: For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his
dwelling; 

C: he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle 
and set me high upon a rock. 

M: Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; 
C: be merciful to me and answer me. 

M: Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your
servant away in anger; you have been my helper.
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C: Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior. 

M: Wait for the LORD; 
C: be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.

Fifth Hymn: Hymn 47, v. 1,5 - Christian Worship
“Behold, a Branch Is Growing”

1 Behold, a Branch is growing Of loveliest form and
grace,
As prophets sang, foreknowing; It springs from
Jesse’s race
And bears one little flow’r In midst of coldest winter,
At deepest midnight hour.

5  O Savior, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woes,
O Savior, King of glory, Who conquered all our foes,
Bring us at last, we pray, To the bright courts of
heaven
And to the endless day.

A LIGHT HAS DAWNED

Sixth Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
A promise from the Lord

The Christmas Message

“THE LIGHT HAS COME - REJOICE!” 
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Sixth Hymn: Hymn 61 - Christian Worship
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn
King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the
skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in
Bethlehem!”

Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn
King!”

2  Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the
everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s
womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’ incarnate
Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our
Immanuel!
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Refrain

3  Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his
wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may
die,
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us
second birth.

Refrain
   

Seventh Reading: Luke 2
The Savior is born to us!

Seventh Hymn: Hymn 54 - Christian Worship
“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt”

1  Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word,

I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.

2  In that unlikely place I find him as they said:
Sweet newborn Babe, how frail! and in a manger bed,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.

3  How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

4  Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned
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Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?

Presentation of our thankofferings to our Lord:
(In grateful response to our Lord sending us our Savior,

we return a part of the material blessings to help spread this

joyful message of the Christ-child.)    

Closing Christmas Prayer:

M: O God, who makes us glad with the yearly
remembrance of the birth of Your only Son, Jesus Christ;
grant that, as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, so
may we also behold Him with sure confidence when He shall
come to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

Benediction:

Closing Hymn:  Hymn 60, -
Christian Worship

“Silent Night! Holy Night”

1 Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and
child.
Holy Infant, so tender and
mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
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2  Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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