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EXHORTATION AND PRAYER
(please rise)

M: Dear people of God, in this Christmas season it is our
duty and delight to hear again the message of the angels
and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this
thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made
known to us-the Christ-Child lying in a manger.

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of
the loving purposes of God from the first days after our fall
into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy
Child.

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who
would delight with us to know the good news of Jesus
Christ, and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let
us pray for the people of this city and for all those in our own
congregation.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us
remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad,
the lonely and the unloved, the elderly and the little children.
We especially remember all those who do not know the Lord
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Jesus, or who do not love him, or who by sin have grieved
his heart of love.

Finally, let us remember before God all those who
rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater light than we,
that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in
the Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before
the throne of God and praise him each day in his temple.
We confess that we are united with them as we are united
with one another.

To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ
himself taught us - “Our  Father  in heaven, hallowed be
Your name, Your kingdom come, Your will be done on
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against
us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever.  Amen.”

  (please be seated)

First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15
The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent's head.

This is the very first Gospel promise given to human beings,
who had just fallen into the first sin. 

First Hymn:  Hymn 42 - CW
“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”

3.  Christ, from heav’n to us descending
And in love our race befriending,
In our need his help extending,
Saved us from the wily foe.

Second Lesson:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
In love God promised a rescue already to Adam and

Eve. Through the prophets he repeated that promise many
times over centuries before the birth of Jesus.
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Second Hymn: Hymn 61 - CW
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn
King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!”
Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the
skies;
With th’ angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in
Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn
King!”

Third Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38
God could have initiated the climax of his plan in

some stunning manner. But he chooses a humble virgin.
Along with Mary we might say, "Why?" And along with Mary
we humbly accept God's plan and marvel at it.

Third Hymn: Hymn 36 - CW
“A Great and Mighty Wonder”

1  A great and mighty wonder, A glorious mystery:
A virgin bears an infant Who veils his deity.
Repeat the hymn again:
“To God on high be glory And peace on earth to          
   men.”

Fourth Lesson: Luke 2:1-20
We now hear the familiar and beloved Christmas

account.
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Fourth Hymn: Hymn 68-CW
"Away in a Manger"

1  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

Sermon: based on Romans 8:32

“The Greatest Gift”

“He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us
all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us
all things?”

Fifth Lesson: John 1:1-14
The mystery of the Incarnation

Fifth Hymn: Hymn 60, - CW
“Silent Night! Holy Night”

1  Silent night! Holy night!
All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2  Silent night! Holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!
Christ, the Savior, is born!
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3  Silent night! Holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Closing Christmas Prayer:

M: When all was still and it was midnight, Your eternal
Word, O Lord, descended from the almighty throne to dwell
among us. May we receive Him in the peace of forgiven
hearts and proclaim Your gracious good will to all people on
earth. He is God with us, Emmanuel, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lighting of the Christ Candle
We light the Christ candle of our Advent wreath to

signify that the Light of life - which is Jesus Himself - has
come into this world. 

Benediction:

M: May He who by His incarnation gathered things
earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that
comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins
and the hope of eternal life. 
And the blessing of God Almighty - the Father, the  
Son, and the Holy Spirit- be upon you and remain
with you always.

C: Amen.
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