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CHRISTMAS DAY, 2020

THIS WONDERFUL CHILD

ENTRANCE HYMN:  “Joy to the World” CW 62

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n and nature sing,
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

CALL TO WORSHIP:

M: We have come to this place to worship in the name of
God the Father,

C: Who has created us and sustains us with all good
things in our lives,

M: And in the name of God the Son, Jesus Christ,
C: Who came to this world to live the perfect life we

could not, and suffer and die for all sin,
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M: And in the name of God the Holy Spirit,
C: Who has give us faith to believe and strength to live

as God’s children.  Amen.

FIRST CHRISTMAS LESSON: Isaiah 52:7-10 

How beautiful on the mountains  are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,  “Your God
reigns!” 8  Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;  together
they shout for joy.  When the LORD returns to Zion,  they will
see it with their own eyes.  9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10  The LORD will lay
bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the
ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

SECOND CHRISTMAS LESSON: Hebrews 1:1-9
 
     In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the
prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 3
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he
became as much superior to the angels as the name he has
inherited is superior to theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,  “You
are my Son;  today I have become your Father”? Or again,
“I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 

6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the
world, he says,  “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

7 In speaking of the angels he says,  “He makes his
angels winds, his servants flames of fire.”
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8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will
last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of
your kingdom. 9  You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your
companions  by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
“O Little Town Of Bethlehem” - CW 65

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

RESPONSIVE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
(Please rise for the Gospel)

Pastor: 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world.

Congr.: 2 (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And
everyone went to his own town to register. 

Pastor: 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the
town of David, because he belonged to the house
and line of David. 5 He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn.
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Congr.: 8 And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 

Pastor: 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
to men on whom his favor rests.”15 When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”

Congr.: 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, 18 and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
said to them.

Pastor: 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were just
as they had been told.
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: 
  “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” - CW 54 

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel's word,
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.

Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned
Its way into my heart unasked, unforced,
unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?

SERMON: based on Luke 2:10-14

“REJOICE! A SAVIOR HAS BEEN BORN!”

CHRISTMAS CREED: 

We all believe in one true God, 
The Father of great might.
Who formed all things on earth below 
And in the heaven’s height.
In love He promised fallen man
A rescue from sin’s night.

We trust in Jesus Christ, His Son,
The Babe of Bethlehem!
He died to free us from all sin,
Was raised to life again.
He rules at God the Father’s side,
The Lord of earth and heaven.
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We now confess the Holy Ghost,
Who - filled with saving grace -
Sows faith within the hearts of men
That we may see God’s face.
He keeps us safe within His care
Til heav’n, that blessed place. Amen.

CHRISTMAS PRAYER:

LORD’S PRAYER:

 “Our Father  in heaven, hallowed be Your name, Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.” 

(Please be seated)

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
 “Angels We Have Heard On High”  - CW 63

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

FINAL READING:    Matthew 25:31-40 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep
on his right and the goats on his left. 
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34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come,
you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did
we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did
for me.’ 

BENEDICTION:

CLOSING HYMN: 
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” - CW 68

Glory to God in highest heaven, Who unto us his Son
has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth A glad new year to
all the earth.
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Thank you for coming and celebrating this wondrous
celebration,   the birth of this “Wonderful Child” - Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior.

We pray that the Prince of Peace may reign in your
heart and give you the gifts of peace, joy and forgiveness
today and always.  

A blessed Christmas to you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

POINSETTIAS Thank you to all who donated the
poinsettias that have graced our church this season.  The
following have donated flowers – the Wochenske family, Deb
& Steve Ness in memory of Dan Wirtz, Barb Wiltzius in
memory of Bob Wiltzius, Sallly Lawrenz in memory of Norman
Lawrenz, Terri Brown remembering all who are serving  this
Christmas, the Mabbitt family, David & Karen Maccoux, the
Paral family in memory of Wayne Paral, Pauline Stone, Ginny
Mortenson, the Allison family, Faith Sauer in memory of
Pastor Joel & Marie Sauer, Pastor & Tina Sauer in memory of
Bob & Tudy Mohr, Dale & Carol Polzin and Mark
& Amy Rukamp

You may take your plant home after this

morning’s worship service.

THANK YOU!  

Our families and we would like to thank each and every
one of you for your gifts of encouragement, kindness,
friendship, cards and gifts during this Christmas season.  May
the Lord bless you as much as you have blessed us!

Pastor Sauer, Pastor Schultz and families
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Martin Luther on the Incarnation, the Word made flesh.

(Strange to say, the lowly form of Jesus born and laid in a manger

is an offense to many.  In his introductory sermon to John 4 on 3-6-1540

Luther finds fault with man.  When God speaks in His majesty, man cannot

bear it; when He condescends to speak in human lowliness, man is not

satisfied.  What shall one do with such a creature?)

We cannot bear to have God speak to us in His
majesty with countless thousands of angels.  Therefore the
best procedure is to abolish our design to hear God speak in
His majesty, for we cannot bear this language.  But God says:
Now I shall hide My majesty most thoroughly, shall allow My
Son to become man, born of a virgin; let Him do good to men
and preach them the forgiveness of sins.  He shall act in the
kindest manner possible; only bear in mind that this man is the
same God who spoke in the desert at Mount Sinai to the
children of Israel.  Believe, therefore, that it is He whom you
are hearing.  He has hidden His majesty in humanity, does not
appear with lightning, thunder, or angels, but as one born of a
poor virgin and speaking with men of the forgiveness of sins.  

But this makes men mad and irrational, and they nail
Him to the cross.  What shall we do?  If God were to come
with His angels, no one could listen to Him.  Now He says: I
will come in a simple and humble form, in the person of a
man; therefore believe Me now.  But we want to hear Him still
less and despise Him.  We hold He should by all means come
in majesty, and yet we are unable to bear Him in this form. 
This we cannot bear, and that we do not want to bear.  When
He comes as the son of a poor virgin we say: Alas, this is to
be the Messiah?

“What Luther Says” E. Pless, Concordia Publishing
House, St. Louis, MO 1959, page 154-55
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