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CHRISTMAS DAY, 2021

OPENING HYMN: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” - CW 61

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"
Joyful, all you nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With th' angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th' incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel!
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

Hail, the heav'nly Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!"

(Please rise)
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M: In awe we see the fulfillment of the promise of a
Savior, first given to Adam and Eve:

C: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush
your head and you will strike his heel.”

M: In awe we once again come face to face with the
reason Jesus came to this earth.

C: Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice: I know
them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life
and they shall never perish; no one can snatch
them out of my hand.”

M: In awe we realize that Jesus is truly our King, ruling
this world with wisdom and love for our goodness.

C: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb,
be praise and honor and glory and power, forever
and ever!”

M: As His children, we have come today to witness to the
world that Jesus is truly King of Kings and Lord of
Lords,

C: AMEN.

HYMN OF RESPONSE: “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” v. 3-4

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above.
Glory to God, All glory in the highest.
Oh, come, let us adore him,  Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him,  Christ the Lord.
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Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n,
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

(Please be seated)

CONFESSION/ABSOLUTION:

M: Dearly loved by the Lord: With faithful and trusting
hearts, let us ask our heavenly Father for forgiveness
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: (Melody: Comfort, Comfort All My People - CW 11)

Lord, to Thee I make confession:
I have sinned and gone astray.
I have multiplied transgression,
Chosen for myself my way.
Father, I will seek Thy face;
Oh, receive me to Thy grace!
Do not for my sins forsake me;
Do not let Thy wrath o’ertake me.

 
M: God, our heavenly Father has had mercy on us and

has given His one and only Son to die for us.  For His
sake He forgives us all our sin.  Through His Holy
Spirit He gives us faith to become His children and
heirs of eternal life.  This is God’s faithful promise.
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C: "Comfort, comfort all my people; 
Speak of peace," so says our God.
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Groaning from their sorrows' load.
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o'er earth is spread abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token 
That his word is never broken.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God
reigns!” 8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together
they shout for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will
see it with their own eyes. 9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the
nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of
our God. 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: 
“From Heaven Above To Earth I Come” - 

CW  38 v 8, 14

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery,
That you might share your joy with me.

My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle song:
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-9

  In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the
prophets at many times and in various ways,  2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the
universe.  3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the
exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  4 So he
became as much superior to the angels as the name he has
inherited is superior to theirs. 

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my
Son; 

today I have become your Father”? Or again,  “I will be his
Father, 

and he will be my Son”? 6 And again, when God brings his
firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship
him.”7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his
angels winds, his servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last
for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of
your kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above
your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

CW 38, v 15
Glory to God in highest heaven,
Who unto us his Son has given!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.
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RESPONSIVE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20
(Please rise for the Gospel)

M: 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that
a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.

C: 2 (This was the first census that took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone
went to his own town to register. 

M: 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David.
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.

C: 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. 

M: 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to
men on whom his favor rests.”15 When the angels had
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left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

C: 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,
and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17

When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this
child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them.

M: 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had
been told.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:  
“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” - CW 54

Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel's
word,
I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred;
But there is room and welcome there for me,
But there is room and welcome there for me.

In that unlikely place I find him as they said:
Sweet newborn babe, how frail! and in a manger bed,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me,
A still, small voice to cry one day for me.

How should I not have known Isaiah would be there,
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare:
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me,
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me.

7



Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned
Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned,
To die, to live, and not alone for me,
To die, to live, and not alone for me?

SERMON: based on John 1:1-14

“The Grace of Christmas”

CHRISTMAS CREED: (Please rise and sing)
(Tune: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen)

We all believe in one true God, 
The Father of great might.
Who formed all things on earth below 
And in the heaven’s height.
In love He promised fallen man
A rescue from sin’s night.
Now praise we our God, 

the Three-In-One, Three-In-One,
Now praise we our God,

the Three-In-One!

We trust in Jesus Christ, His Son,
The Babe of Bethlehem!
He died to free us from all sin,
Was raised to life again.
He rules at God the Father’s side,
The Lord of earth and heaven.
Now praise we our God, 

the Three-In-One, Three-In-One,
Now praise we our God,

the Three-In-One!
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We now confess the Holy Ghost,
Who - filled with saving grace -
Sows faith within the hearts of men
That we may see God’s face.
He keeps us safe within His care
Til heav’n, that blessed place.
Now praise we our God, 

the Three-In-One, Three-In-One,
Now praise we our God,

the Three-In-One!

(Please be seated)   

WE PRESENT OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD:

CHRISTMAS PRAYER:

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN:
“When Christmas Morn Is Dawning” - CW 48

When Christmas morn is dawning, I wish that I could be
There by the manger cradle God's Son, newborn, to see.
There by the manger cradle God's Son, newborn, to see.

How kind of you, my Savior, To come to us on earth.
Oh, may we not by sinning Despise your lowly birth.
Oh, may we not by sinning Despise your lowly birth.

We need you, O Lord Jesus, To be our dearest friend.
Your love will guard and guide us And keep us to life's end.
Your love will guard and guide us And keep us to life's end.

BENEDICTION:
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CLOSING HYMN: 
“Angels We Have Heard On High”  - CW 63

Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply,
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

We thank you for coming to our Lord’s birthday
celebration today!  As the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ fills
your heart, may it remain there for weeks and months to
come.  He came that we might be free from sin and guilt. 
May the Lord bless you with His grace always!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICES Next Friday evening,
December 31st, Messiah will host a New Year’s Eve service
at 6:30 PM.  Holy Communion will be celebrated on that day.
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THANK YOU! to all who donated
poinsettias that have graced our church this
season. The following have donated
flowers - 

Pastor & Tina Sauer in memory of
parents; Janice & John Thorgerson in memory of Janice’s
parents and John’s mother; Deb & Steve Ness in memory
of Dan Wirtz; Joan & Pete Jindra in memory of Jerry &
Marilyn Watzka; the Paral family in memory of Wayne
Paral;  Barb Wilzius in memory of Bob;  Lee & Sue Pavlik in
memory of parents; Todd & Mary Wessel and Cindy
Dantoin in memory of Ken Dantoin; Kevin  & Laurie Taicher
for their daughter  Rachel’s wedding; Pauline Stone, the
Mabbitt family, Stacy Mueller & family, Mark & Amy
Rukamp and the Allison family.

You may take your flowers home after the service
today. Plant bags are available in the kitchen.

THANK YOU!  
“Our families and we would like to thank each and

every one of you for your gifts of encouragement, kindness,
friendship, cards and gifts during this Christmas season. 
May the Lord bless you as much as you have blessed us.”

Sincerely, 
Pastor Sauer, Pastor Schultz and families
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