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After Jesus prayed in the Garden of
Gethsemane, he was arrested and put on trial
by the Jewish leaders. They then took Jesus to
Pontius Pilate, the Roman ruler, hoping that
Pilate would sentence him to death. Pilate knew
that Jesus was innocent of all the charges that
had been brought against him. But he also knew
that the Jewish leaders would cause a great deal
of trouble for him if he set Jesus free. So he gave
the order that Jesus should be crucified.

Following Pilate’s orders, the Roman
soldiers led Jesus outside of the city walls to a
place called the Place of the Skull. In Aramaic,
the Jewish language, it was called Golgotha. In
Latin, the language of the Romans, it was called
Calvary. Two criminals who had been sentenced
to die for robbery were led out with Jesus, and a
large crowd followed behind him.

The soldiers made Jesus carry the cross on
which he would be crucified. But Jesus was weak
from the terrible beating he had received and
from loss of sleep. He soon broke down under
the weight of the cross and could no longer carry
it. So the soldiers grabbed a man from Cyrene

named Simon out
of the crowd. They
forced him to carry
the cross the rest of
the way.

When they
came to Calvary, it
was nine o’clock on
Friday morning. The
soldiers nailed Jesus’
hands and feet to
the cross. The two
criminals were
crucified with him,
one on his right side
and the other on
his left.

Fastened above Jesus’ head was a
sign on which Pilate had written “JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
The sign was to tell the people why Jesus was
being punished. Since Calvary was near Jerusalem,
many people came by and read the sign. The
Jewish leaders did not like the way Pilate had
worded the sign. They went to him and said,
“Don’t write ‘the King of the Jews,’ but that he
said he is the king of the Jews.”

But this time Pilate remained firm. He
answered, “What I have written, I have written.
The words will stay just as they are.”

According to Roman custom, the soldiers
received the clothing of those they crucified as
part of their pay. So the four soldiers who had
crucified Jesus took his clothes and divided them
among themselves. But his inner robe was made
of a single piece of cloth and did not have any
seams. The soldiers said to each other, “Let’s not
rip it apart. We’ll cast lots to see who gets it.”
By doing this, the soldiers fulfilled Psalm 22:18,
which predicted that they would divide some
clothing and cast lots for other clothing.

Jesus Is Crucified
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Jesus suffered the most
painful, humiliating death
imaginable. And he did it
all for our salvation. Your
child knows that Jesus died
to pay for the sins of the
whole world. It’s important

that he or she also knows, “Jesus died for me.”
Jesus had love for each and every one of us as he
hung on the cross.

1. Why not help your child make a sign that says
“Jesus died for me!” Then hang it on the
refrigerator to remind the whole family of our
Savior’s loving sacrifice.

2. Going from youngest to oldest, have each
family member who is able complete this
sentence in a different way: “I am glad Jesus died
for me because . . .” Then together thank Jesus in
prayer for his amazing sacrifice.

Dear Jesus, we are very thankful that you were
willing to suffer and die on a cross for us! Thank
you for your amazing sacrifice for us! Never let
us forget what you did for each of us. Amen.

* John 3:16

Ephesians 1:7

* The Second Article of the
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in Jesus Christ, . . .

What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten
of the Father from eternity, and also true man,
born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
creature, purchased and won me from all
sins, from death, and from the power of the
devil, not with gold or silver but with his
holy, precious blood and with his innocent
suffering and death.

All this he did that I should be his own, and
live under him in his kingdom, and serve
him in everlasting righteousness, innocence,
and blessedness, just as he has risen from
death and lives and rules eternally.

This is most certainly true.

Many people watched as Jesus was
crucified. Some of them were his friends who
loved him. But others were his enemies, and they
laughingly shouted at him, “If you really are the
Son of God, come down from the cross.”

The Jewish leaders were among Jesus’
enemies who made fun of him. They said, “He
saved others, but he can’t save himself! Let him
come down from the cross. Then we’ll believe

in him! He said he trusts in God. Well, let God
save him now if he wants him.”

The soldiers also made fun of Jesus. Even
the criminals who had been crucified with Jesus
insulted him, saying, “Aren’t you the promised
Savior? Then save yourself, and save us too!”

Jesus endured great pain and humiliation
as he hung on the cross. He suffered and died
willingly to pay for the sins of the world.


