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"God’s Word At Work" Easter 5/Confirmation 

1)  Acts 8:26-40 

2)  May 2, 2021 

Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be glory now and forever. Amen. () 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Romans 10:17 – Faith comes from hearing the message, 

and the message is heard through the Word of Christ. 

God tells us how his Word works. Through the Word we 

receive faith. The Holy Spirit works through the Word in human 

hearts like yours and mine to create and strengthen saving faith. 

Acts 8 this morning tells us that God’s Word is at Work. 

We want to see how it works and the way it works/worked 

God’s Word at Work  

…in the life of the Ethiopian Eunuch 

…in the life of Philip the Evangelist 

…in your life 

We're told –  

“Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his 

way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 

charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. 

This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way 

home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the 

prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay 

near it.” 

Now, it's quite the interesting story, isn't it? Oh, God is 

working here in the life of Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. 

Who is the eunuch? Well, he is a black African from 

Ethiopia. He’s also someone who has been sexually altered – as he 

had been castrated. One of the things that is interesting is that he is 

an official very high up in the treasury. And in that role, he would 

have had to travel many hundreds of miles to get to Jerusalem. 

Now, I've seen some commentaries say, is low as 200 miles and up 

to or over 1000 miles. But just know that he had to travel a long 

distance. 

Another one of the things that I wonder that were not told 

about it is how long was he gone? Did he just drop everything and 
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leave work to go to Jerusalem. Now, what was in? Why would the 

Ethiopian eunuch?  

Now, what was in Jerusalem? Why would the Ethiopian 

eunuch have got Jerusalem in the first place? Well, was there for 

temple worship. Now, the Ethiopian eunuch was a black man and 

he had traveled to a Jewish temple in Jerusalem because he had 

questions of curiosity. He wanted to know more about God. Who 

is this? God of this.  

The Ethiopian would have been separate and wouldn’t have 

been able to worship in the temple. Only Jews were allowed to be 

there. And if you were so special, you might have had the 

opportunities that lie just to go into the outer Court.  

He made the trek all that way to hear about God. How do 

we know that his curiosity was piqued? Let's in the words that 

follow, when God told the They're the spirit told Philip to go and 

stay here that Chariot. It was moving. So Phillip is right to get 

there and following up that Chariot. When we're told, he heard the 

man reading. Isaiah, the prophet asked, you understand what it is 

that you're reading Philip, in this to feel being eunuch, shared a 

very common interest that they  

 
3 Let no foreigner who has bound himself to the LORD say,  

“The LORD will surely exclude me from his people.”  

And let not any eunuch complain,  

“I am only a dry tree.”  

4 For this is what the LORD says:  

“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths,  

who choose what pleases me  

and hold fast to my covenant—  
5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls  

a memorial and a name  

better than sons and daughters;  

I will give them an everlasting name  

that will not be cut off.  
6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD  

to serve him,  
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to love the name of the LORD,  

and to worship him,  

all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it  

and who hold fast to my covenant—  
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain  

and give them joy in my house of prayer.  

Their burnt offerings and sacrifices  

will be accepted on my altar;  

for my house will be called  

a house of prayer for all nations.” 

 

 

They wanted to know about God and in the United States 

wanted to know even more about God. Philip had some of those 

answers for him, Philip had the opportunity to share the good news 

of the Gospel with him. Now, the questions of the Ethiopian 

eunuch, for all this story are quite interesting, aren't they? When 

Philip had asked, do you understand what it is that you're beating 

the either presided by saying, how can I unless someone explains it 

to me? So we invited Philip to come up and sit with him and the 

eunuch was reading this passage of scripture. Now, one of the 

things in this lesson doesn't tell us, but how did the unit can get a 

copy of the Bible? Then he was able to read.  

From Isaiah chapter. This section of scripture is one that's 

title in. Your Bible would be head of the suffering servant, because 

when Isaiah goes on to Chronicle, and tell us is all about what the 

servant of the Lord must suffer and that promised Messiah must 

suffer paid for the sins of the world.  

And when he had opportunity to tell him, It was like a light 

went on for the opinion that he would have someone explain the 

good news of the Gospel to him. Because the unicast is the profit 

talking about, is he talking about himself or is he talking about 

someone else? That Curiosity that started that made him travel all 

the way to Jerusalem. Perhaps not getting the answers that he 

wanted and now God has sent someone to him to explain the word 

of God. God's word work. And we see it working in the life of the 

Ethiopian. Yeah. Because the eunuch paused and said as they 

travel as Philip began with that very passage of scripture and told 
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him the good news about Jesus as they travel along the road. They 

came to some water and the eunuch said, whoa here's some water. 

Why shouldn't I be baptized? What did Philip exactly share with 

him when he had the opportunity to share with him? That good 

news about Jesus. He called what? He told them all about Jesus 

and how he had lived the perfect life in our place, how he died on 

the cross to pay for the sins of the entire world. And how he rose 

again from the grave.  

Perhaps you talked with him about baptism or not, it's 

important. Meaning in our lives, how it washes away and forgives 

every sin. And in the course of time the it was intrigued enough to 

say, why shouldn't I use God's word working? Crossing all 

barriers.  

Working for film working for this, Ethiopian eunuch God's 

word at work. Doesn't it work that way in Our Lives? Who is it? 

That explains the word of God to you? Who is it? That share the 

good news of Jesus.  

Was it your parents who told you about Jesus at a young 

age who continue to bring you to church who brought you up the 

baptismal font? Who shared with you that good news that your sins 

are all forgiven. Perhaps it was a pastor or a Sunday school teacher 

around the 3rd grade school teacher.  

And you continue to hear that word of God at work in your 

life. Not only at your baptism but as you continued to come and 

hear it. You see how God's word is working in your life. Now, here 

today,  

When you come home from work, after a long day, when 

you come home from school and something just as you down, 

When you're worried about the world around us. You sit there and 

you open up the pages of scripture and you hear good news of 

what Jesus has done for you. If it's your Civic that's bothering you 

you hear Jesus who are weary and burdened and I will give you 

rest when you're worried about the world and everything else 

around us. Who's in control? Do you remember that guys? You 

remember that he works out all things for your good when you're 

worried about who you're worried about life after death. You 

remember all of those wonderful Promises of your guide. And you 

see that word of God, uplifting you and encouraging you and 
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inspire you and motivating. You Every step of the way to live for 

Jesus.  

How is God working in your life and how is that movie in 

motivating? You to perhaps be like Philip the Evangelist and 

sharing the gospel with the Ethiopian eunuch. Did you know that 

over 50% of people who do not have a church home and some 

figures? And red are SI te c percent would go to church. If they 

were simply if I it Then people who do not know the good news 

about Jesus. Perhaps I'm link that you'll be a eunuch and have so 

many questions and more questions than answers.  

He's and all it takes is someone asking. You understand 

what it is? That you're reading now side. Phil did that say well let 

me take you and my master come and visit with you. But it was 

Philip who landed shared that. Good news. The gospel itself, you 

know what God's word says? You know, how God's word has 

working continues?  

God wants us to share that good news about Jesus. In what 

he's done to save us, we've all world with those from Ethiopia. 

Those from the city of Green Bay those from all around the world 

and we might add be able to travel the distant lands but we do 

everything that we can support that Ministry and that mission of 

God's word working people's life. You see how God's word is at 

work? Continue to cultivate that by digging into God's word and 

continue to have that work that was started in. You bought in 

flourish. By having God's word work.  

Let's pray – Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for the good 

news of the Gospel. The good news of what you've done to save 

us. We see it at work in our lives. We know that through baptism, 

you have washed away our every sin, you've brought us that they 

continue to work in us and setting that word at work in our lives. 

And we may continue to grow in our faith and in everything the 

love and serve you to share that good news of Jesus. In your name 

we pray. Amen.  

 

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. (Phil.4:7) 
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26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to 

the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to 

Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 

Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 

treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had 

gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 

sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man 

reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 

reading?” Philip asked.  
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to 

me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  
32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  

and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,  

so he did not open his mouth.  
33In his humiliation he was deprived of 

justice.  

Who can speak of his descendants?  

For his life was taken from the earth.” 

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the 

prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip 

began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 

good news about Jesus.  
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some 

water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why 

shouldn’t I be baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 

water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of 

the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 

and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way 

rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 

about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 

Caesarea.  

 


