
Jesus Counsels Us With A Comforting Promise 
Acts 2:1-21 

 
God’s Word for Today 
After Jesus ascended into heaven, he fulfilled his 
promise and sent his Holy Spirit to his apostles in a 
miraculous way. By his Spirit, he equips his Church 
for service as proclaimers of the gospel message. 
 
 
WARM UP 
Have you ever traveled where you did not speak the language? What happened? 
 
 
 
What was a high point from your life this week? 
 
 
 
INTO THE TEXT 
Read Acts 2:1-21. 

Verse 1 “When the day of Pentecost came”—Pentecost was a Jewish festival called the 

Feast of Harvest or Weeks (Leviticus 23:15-22), similar to our Thanksgiving Day. 

All Jewish males were to bring gifts to the temple. 

Verses 2,3 “A sound like the blowing of a violent wind . . . what seemed to be tongues of 

fire”—These were mysterious sights. There was no wind. Only the sound of the 

wind. Tongues of fire came to rest on the heads of the disciples, but they only 

seemed to be tongues of fire. One thing is clear, though. The symbolism of the 

wind and fire clearly pointed to the Holy Spirit. See Matthew 3:11 and John 3:8.  

 
The Holy Spirit equipped believers to speak in all the languages their audience spoke. What was the 
content of the apostles’ message? 

They declared the “wonders of God,” that is, the magnificent things that God had done for all in Christ. 
Undoubtedly, the content of their message was the same as Peter’s words. 

 
 
Why was Pentecost a good time for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the beginning of the 
worldwide spread of the gospel?  

Jewish men from all over the world were required to attend the festival. No doubt many Christian 
churches throughout the world were started as a result of the events of Pentecost. 

 
 
What was the purpose of the signs and the gift of tongues? 

The signs demonstrated that the Holy Spirit had arrived, as Jesus had promised. The gift of tongues 
was given not so much to allow people to understand what the apostles were saying but to 
demonstrate that the gospel was for the entire world. 



 
Peter quoted Joel as prophesying that the events of Pentecost would occur “in the last days.” If 
Pentecost happened in the last days, what does that say about the time in which we are now living? 
Why is that important to know? 

If Pentecost occurred in the last days, we know that we too are living in the last days. We do not know 
exactly when Jesus will return. But we do know that it could be at any time. 

 
 

 
GOD'S WORD FOR MY DAILY LIFE 
The prophet Joel not only announced that the Spirit would come in the last days. He also 
announced the imminent arrival of the end of the world (2:28-32). Where in Joel’s words do you 
find sobering warning for sinners (the law)? Where in Joel’s words do you find certain comfort for 
sinners (the gospel)? 

To know that everything physical will be destroyed is to know that all human effort to find lasting joy on 
earth will be dashed. That humbles and frightens us. To know the gospel—that everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord will be saved—is comforting. Jesus Christ, our perfect substitute and Savior, 
means certain rescue when the world comes to an end. 

 
 
Would you respond more like those in v 12? Or those in v 13? 
 
 
 
How can this group support and pray for you right now? 
 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

My Next Step 
✓ Key Verse. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”' (Acts 2:21) 

✓ Key Response. God poured out the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. Great things 
happened to kick start the church and put it on a mission. What is God working in you? In 
our church? In our communities? Pray that the Holy Spirit continue to work through the 
Word and reach more and more with the gospel. 

  

 


