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They didn’t know what to make of Mike at first. He was a new hire at work. Most of the people there

had a very pushy “me-first” attitude. “You’re going to have to look out for yourself here,” he was told when
he was hired. “In this company, you have to push yourself forward, sometimes step on other people, if you
want to advance.” That’s how most people were, at his company. But not Mike. He worked hard, and he
did good work. But instead of having a pushy “me-first” approach to things, he was humble and generous.
He didn’t take credit for someone else’s good idea. In fact, he often praised others when they did a good
job or had a good idea. If someone needed help on another project, he’d jump right in and help them out.
Sometimes he got stepped on because of his humility. Sometimes people took advantage of him. But he
seemed to be at peace with all that. And at first, his co-workers wondered why.

It took Ed to find out why Mike was like he was. Ed was one of those pushy, know it all guys
constantly looking for ways to make himself look better. One day in the lunch room he got in Mike’s face
and said “Everyone takes advantage of you. You’re never going anywhere in life. You’re a pushover.” Mike
put down his sandwich and calmly said “Ed, I’m not a pushover. I’m a Christian and I have heaven in my
future. That’s why I live like I do. So, just like my Savior, I strive to be humble and unselfish.”

Mike taught Ed a lesson at lunch that day. And, Jesus teaches the same lesson at a meal in today’s
section of Scripture. Let’s go to lunch with Jesus and see that “A CHRISTIAN IS...” humble, yet exalted
by God and unselfish yet blessed in the resurrection.

Part One: Humble, yet exalted by God

You might wonder why Jesus accepted an invitation to eat at a Pharisee’s house.  Pharisees didn’t
believe Jesus was the Messiah. They had plotted and planned ways to get rid of Jesus, but nothing so
far had worked. So, they invited Jesus to a meal and carefully watched Him for any mistake He might
make.  Jesus knew this was the Pharisee’s plan. He knew He was going into His enemy’s stronghold. So,
why? 

It’s very simple. He cared about them. He loved them and wanted to lead them to the truth. Jesus
knew that they were doomed and damned if they did not believe in Him as the Messiah. He came to that
meal and intentionally made an effort to teach them who He was. He appealed to their knowledge of the
Sabbath and healed a man in their presence as proof that He was the Messiah.

And then, He tried to open their eyes to their sin of pride. You could say that Jesus hit them in their
blind spot. He uses an example from the meal to show them their sin and teach them about true humility.
He noticed the guests were jostling and angling for the places of honor at the head table. Pride had reared
its ugly head once again. They wanted to be noticed. They wanted to be honored. They were what we
might call social climbers. Just imagine how they reacted when Jesus tells them “When someone invites
you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you
may have been invited.” Don’t think you’re the most important person in the room.  “For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

The point Jesus is making in this parable is simply this: your efforts, your pride, your social standing
means nothing at the heavenly banquet feast. Don’t exalt yourself. Let God do the exalting. Be humble.

We are all tempted in the same way, aren’t we? Our sinful nature likes the strokes of praise and
honor from others. We want the accolades of others, the boost to our sinful self-esteem. We want to look
good to others, and if possible, better than others. Just take a look at the majority of Facebook posts you
might see. How many of them detail failures and how many success and pride? How many brag about
where they’ve been, who they’ve seen and what they have? And how many tell of a job loss, a personal
failing or a devastating sin that they committed? 

A Christian is humble. We know we are poor miserable sinners. We know how often we have
ignored God’s Word. We know, deep down inside, how often we thought we were better than others. We
know the commandments we’ve broken, the people we’ve hurt, the money and time that we wasted on
ourselves. Oh, we don’t want to admit it to another person. Our pride is at stake! But, we know. 

A true, genuine humility confesses this. A true, genuine humility will say that he or she is a sinner
to the core. Dirtied by sin, scarred by our own actions, unworthy of anything God might give to us. Humble



yourself and let God do the exalting.
And He has! He exalts you in Christ. He has washed you clean in the blood of Christ and holds you

close as His perfect child. All those harsh words, broken commandments and hateful thoughts have been
paid by Jesus Christ. We humble ourselves before our Lord, confessing we are sinners. He exalts us
through the work of Jesus and the faith He has planted in your heart. True humility considers the needs
of others just as important, and sometimes even more important than our own. 

True humility will naturally produce unselfishness.

Part Two: Unselfish, yet blessed in the resurrection

Once again Jesus uses an example from this meal to teach. As we read through this section about
luncheons or dinner, you knew exactly what Jesus was talking about, didn’t you? It’s so familiar to us. We
often think of generosity as giving something to someone else. But so often we do so, thinking we’ll get
something in return. We keep score and get upset when things don’t even out in our minds. There once
was a family whose members took turns putting on the Sunday evening meal. One Sunday a brother
grilled steaks for everyone and it was quite a feast. The next Sunday was another brother’s turn. He grilled
hotdogs for everyone. The first brother was ticked. He was expecting his steak dinner should have meant
a better meal than just hotdogs. That’s generosity keeping score, and really isn’t generosity at all. 

Listen again to our Lord speaking about unselfish generosity. “When you give a luncheon or
dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they
may invite you back and so you will be repaid.  13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the
crippled, the lame, the blind,  14 and you will be blessed.” 

A Christian does not think about payback. A Christian is unselfish, sharing what he or she has with
others with no thought of return. Why? Because a believer understands that God has given them
absolutely everything they have. They understand that we are to use God’s gifts to take care of our family,
pay our taxes, support the Lord’s work and help the poor. Most of us have more than we need. Be
generous. Be unselfish. Some of us are in need. Let us know, so that we can be the kind of Christians
God has created us to be. 

Now, of course it isn’t easy to be generous, is it? We struggle with the temptation to keep as much
for ourselves as we can. We want to be comfortable and secure at every stage of our lives, so we gather
and grasp as much as we can. And when the opportunity comes up to help someone in need what thought
often rolls through our brains? “That’s my money. I need it for..” and you can fill in the blank with your
favorite activity or reason.
           A Christian is unselfishly generous, not thinking about payback. When opportunities come up to
be generous, realize that God is the One who is placing that opportunity before you. The opportunity to
help a student pursue the public ministry. The opportunity to care for a disabled family member. The
opportunity to extend the kingdom by giving to missions. The opportunity to share our time with someone
who has no time to share. God gives us opportunities. He gives us the resources to be unselfishly
generous.

And don’t worry. You’re not going to lose a thing. “Although they cannot repay you, you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” Now that’s a tremendous understatement! Do you realize
how God is going to “repay” us for the time, the dollars, the things we share with others? There will be no
comparison. He is going to give us unlimited time. He is going to give us the richness of being with Him
for all eternity. We will have no wants, no worries, no sorrows, no needs. All things will be ours in
abundance, including peace. Can you compare the riches that you share on this planet with the unlimited
glories of heaven? Absolutely not! As Paul says, they are not worth comparing with the glories that will
be revealed in us in heaven. But remember, God will give us the glories of heaven - not because we were
unselfish here on earth - but because He chose to give us all things here and hereafter.

You may not really fit in at work, like Mike. You may be called a pushover or hassled because you
are humble or unselfish. But that’s ok, because “A CHRISTIAN IS” exalted by God and blessed in the
resurrection.

AMEN


