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Maybe you’ve seen the commercial.  A younger man buys an old, beat up truck and spends time and

money on restoring it.  He then gives it to his dad.  Why did he do that?  You can buy a new pickup for the cost
of restoring that old one.  Chances are, he did it because that old pickup held a lot of memories, a lot of love. 
He did it because he wanted to give something special to his father.  The son didn’t mind the cost, because
he wanted to show his dad his love.

Why do we spend money on things?  Sometimes we spend cash on necessities, like food and shelter. 
Other times we spend our cash on things we want.  Other times, we spend our cash on acts of love.  We want
to show someone our love, so we give of our treasures.  When it comes to our relationship with God and the
treasures He has poured into our lives, “LET LOVE REACT.”  Let’s see how genuine love reacts and then live
as a true neighbor.

Part One:  How does genuine love react?

In our lesson today a legal expert in Jewish law thought he could test Jesus to see if he would accurately
identify the bottom line in our relationship with God. He asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  Do you
see anything wrong in what he asked?  Jesus, the masterful Teacher, patiently turned the question back to the
man. He asked him what he understood or comprehended from his reading of Scriptures.  The man answered
with doctrinal accuracy the foundational response that drives all the commandments of God.  “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind;” he quoted,
and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Bull’s-eye!  “You’ve answered correctly,” Jesus told him. But then Jesus
challenged his prideful answer by saying, “Do this and you will live.”  This isn’t just about answering with
correct, orthodox words. The proof is in whether you live them.

It seems like Jesus had this man squirming a bit.  We should squirm, too.  No way do we live up to that
standard.  This man tried to weasel out of what Jesus was implying by asking, “And who is my neighbor?” This
lawyer thought he had found a legal loophole to avoid admitting he had grossly sinned by not perfectly loving
God and neighbor.  “Neighbor,” such a Jew often reasoned, meant a fellow countryman - someone of the same
race, religion, and mindset as you.

Jesus closed this so-called loophole with the story of the good Samaritan.   Jesus tells this story of a
man who was traveling down from Jerusalem to Jericho.  Now think of a dangerous area in a big city where
you wouldn’t want to drive at night.  This strip of road he was traveling had a little bit of that reputation.  Sure
enough the robbers jumped on this man, beat him up, took his stuff and left him half-dead.  

But help was on the way, or was it?  The priest and the Levite had their personal excuses for not getting
involved, and quickly hurried on.  Who knows what the real reason was? I’m sure we could think up many
excuses.  We are good at that, aren’t we?  At this point in the story the lawyer must have seen that Jesus was
putting him in the same category with the priest and Levite, yet he listened on.

Then Jesus described the least likely person as the one who became the example.  This Samaritan had
every reason to keep walking by.   You see, these Jews couldn’t stand the Samaritans. They thought they were
no better than dogs, unclean halfbreeds who weren’t God’s children.  Yet the extraordinary thing is that this
outsider became the real helper. What made this Samaritan so different from the others who walked by?  He
acted on his heart – a heart that genuinely cared about others.  He forgot about himself and his plans and
“took pity” on the man.  He overlooked prejudices and cultural differences and looked straight through to the
person who needed the help.  Interesting!  To the thieves the victim was an easy target to get what they
wanted.  To the priest and the Levite, this victim was a problem to quickly avoid.  But to this Samaritan he was
a person to love.

That love showed itself with a lot of quick action.  He went to him, he bandaged his wounds, he poured
on some healing oils, he put him on his donkey, he took him to a hotel, and he cared for him there. The
Samaritan wasn’t looking for what was in it for him or for some eventual payback. Because this man needed
him, he interrupted his journey and let genuine love react. 

Jesus stopped telling the story and now asked the man, “Which of these three do you think had become
a neighbor to him?”  Wow, look how he reworked the question from trying to narrow down who qualified as a
neighbor to “How do I become a neighbor to my fellow man.” Similarly the question should not be “Who are my
friends?” but “How do I become a friend to others?” A neighbor is anyone of any race, creed, gender, or
disposition who has needs that I can supply with the means God has given me.  

As the legal expert admitted, the neighbor is the one who had mercy on him, or the one “living mercy”
instead of just talking about it.  Jesus’ response could then be understood, “Go and do (or better “live”)
likewise.” This reality should have brought that man down to his knees.  His original question, “What must I do?,
was flawed.  It is the core fallacy of every religion besides true Christianity – thinking that you can just fulfill
some moral standards to make yourself acceptable to God and inherit eternal life. If you only look at what you



do, it convicts you. You surely don’t show perfect love in your life, especially to those who irritate you. We surely
haven’t loved God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind, and we sure haven’t been a neighbor to many
people around us – especially to our enemies. 

We know it is not what we must do that will save us, but what Jesus has done. We know by God’s grace
that he has covered our lack of love.  It is as if Jesus saw us lying there beat up and victimized by sin - left to
die eternally. Jesus’ heart so poured out with mercy toward us that he interrupted the path of glory he had in
heaven and came over to our side to take care of our needs. He went the distance – coming from heaven to
live on earth; dying on the cross to pay up what was needed to heal us.  He poured on us the healing power
of his sacrificial blood that was shed in our place.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10). He did that for this lawyer, the priest, the Levite,
and you and me – all people who haven’t been the perfect neighbor – in fact for everyone, for there is no one
that is righteous, no not one. 

Part Two: Living as a genuine neighbor

We love, because he first loved us (1 John 4:19).  What an extraordinary thing God does through
ordinary people when they let love react.  This is the heart of living the life of a missionary – being active
channels, not just stationary containers of what God graciously gives us.  This is it – finding joy in meeting the
greater needs of others with the resources he gives you.  

And what greater need do people have than their spiritual need?  Does your heart go out to those
spiritually beat up, left for dead, or numbed to their dying condition? You and I hold healing and restoring power
in the means of grace – the gospel in Word and sacraments. Any way of getting that to people is the greatest
show of love. If your offerings are given to highly honor God and his love in your life, he will use them to touch
the lives of others, too.  It is with these resources that come from the hearts of God’s people here that we are
able to reach the spiritual needs of others through our ministry at Messiah.  As we look beyond our community
to the task of reaching the dying world, the same love reacts to support the ministries of our synod’s work to
extend our caring influence far beyond the borders of our lives. 

Our lives as missionaries are out of sync, however, if we get involved only in worldwide outreach and
relief or the support of our local church, and yet have passed by our neighbor. The two go so hand in hand.
There is a deep longing in people around you for genuine love – a quality of love that only Christ can give. The
missionary spirit in you makes you willing to take a detour from your original plans and find ways to help those
God has placed at your feet – hurting people, abused people, and people thirsting for spiritual stability. People
need the healing Jesus. The struggles, pains, and hurts of others are God-given opportunities to awaken in
you the grace of giving – opportunities to visit the lonely in nursing homes, to pitch in for a family who just went
through a disaster, to bring a meal to the person who lost a loved one.  Through your actions of genuine love
for others, they get a glimpse of God’s love that you have already experienced in Christ. Yes, you make God’s
love real in concrete, positive ways – in real acts.

Don’t underestimate God’s power to cause you to make an extraordinary difference in the people around
you and throughout the world.  This isn’t about your strength and resources, but the outpouring of his grace
to be a giving person. God promises he will support such a giving lifestyle with an ongoing supply of resources
to be even more generous.

It is valuable for us to ask, “Why am I alive today?”  “Why did God put me here at this moment in this
place?” You are needed and you do make a difference, whether it is helping after hurricanes or local disasters,
or just being there when a neighbor needs you. God uses people who react in genuine love to also gain a
trusting ear for the gospel message. You are chosen of God for moments like these – to do good works which
God has prepared in advance for you to do (Ephesians 2:10). 

What extraordinary things God does through ordinary people! Live the daily life of being a missionary
for Christ. Let love react. Let it start in your family where the spirit of generosity is practiced.  Let it be the spirit
of your relationships with others in your everyday life. Let it drive your desire to support efforts to bring Christ
to the world.  Living such a life as a missionary satisfies our hearts with the thrill of what God can do through
us to make a difference in the lives of others.

And maybe, just maybe, God could make a commercial about your life.  A commercial for our Master’s
Card.  Raising a child to know the Savior, X dollars.  Supporting missionaries overseas, X dollars.  Supporting
local outreach efforts in your local church, X dollars.    Saving your neighbor from hell - priceless.  Let your love
for the Lord react! 

AMEN


