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Do you remember your confirmation day? If you’ve been a Lutheran since birth, I bet you do.

Maybe you had an examination Sunday, where you stood in front of the church and answered questions.
That was excruciating! When confirmation Sunday came, it was a piece of cake. Maybe you wore a white
gown and a flower. Maybe your sponsors came that day. Maybe your parents had a party for you and
bought you an engraved Bible or hymnal. For many, it was the highlight of our early teen years. 

Do you remember what you promised that day? In front of your church friends and family, you
promised to remain faithful to the Lord until death. You promised to serve Him in life and receive
communion often. You promised to be regular in worship. Remember?

How has life gone since that confirmation day? Those words of promise are not just for a day in
spring when you’re fourteen years old. They are words and promises that hold true even today. You see,
for believers “EVERY DAY IS CONFIRMATION DAY”, a day to declare faithfulness to God to the world.
Today, we remember what God gave to us, and realize that God moves us to serve Him in love and
faithfulness.

Part One: Remember what God gave us

Joshua had been with the Israelites from the beginning of their exodus from Egypt. After Moses
died and the nation entered Canaan, he led them for years. He was their commander as they conquered
the land. And, in everything, he was faithful to the Lord. Now, he knew his time on this earth was at an
end. He gathered the people together for one last public address.

When you get home today, take a look at his words in verses 3-13. The first thing Joshua did was
to recount all the things God had done for the nation. And if you read it carefully, you’ll see that Joshua
very clearly says that God did it all. It was God’s strength and will that had brought them to this land.
Joshua didn’t give any credit to the people. He gave it all to God, and rightfully so. At the end of his short
recap of God’s mighty deeds, he asked them to make a decision.“15 But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are
living.”

Now, at first glance that seems like a no-brainer. They had worshiped the Lord during the 40 year
journey in the desert. They had the tabernacle, the pillar of fire by night and the pillar of cloud during the
day as they wandered. They had experienced the love and concern of God with the manna and the quail.
Of course they would serve the Lord! Why would Joshua even need to ask?

Because he knew what temptations they would face.  The people were familiar with the idols their
families had served in Egypt. Their neighbors also served idols. There was a great cultural temptation
to “keep up with the Jones”, including who you worshiped. Even though the children of Israel had been
chosen by God to be His people, the devil never gave up trying to turn them away from the Lord. So, tell
me, Joshua said. Declare who you’re going to serve. But before you do, remember what God gave you. 
It was Israel’s confirmation day, wasn’t it?

We need to remember what God has given to us as well. Oh, we no longer are tempted to serve
idols carved out of wood or stone. We’ve moved beyond that, haven’t we? But we are still tempted to
serve something other than God. An idol is something that takes God’s place in our hearts, and today
that can be almost anything. We are often tempted to value things more than God. How easy it is to
value our homes, our land up north, or our classic car more than God. How tempting it is to value our
pleasures more than God. Our vacations, our evenings out at the restaurant or bar, the pleasures of this
world. How tempting it is to value our reputation, our desire to be praised, our desire to leave our mark,
our desire to be honored by our culture above faithfulness to the Lord. How tempting it is to downgrade
our faith in God and remain silent when someone asks us about our faith.

You see, every day is confirmation day for a believer. Every day is an opportunity to declare our
faith by what we do and what we say. As you face those moments in your life, the first thing I encourage
you to do is remember what God has given to you. 



Like those Israelites, God has led us out of the bondage of sin into the freedom of the Gospel. He
brought us out of the darkness of unbelief into the light of His salvation. He has given you life. He has
given you the strength to come and worship Him. He continues to protect you from hurt and harm. He
continues to feed your body and your soul with His Word. He continues to love you with an everlasting
love all the way to paradise. 

As we remember what God has done for us, what He has given us, He moves us to serve Him.

Part Two: God moves us to serve Him

On their confirmation day, the people of Israel’s faith was on the upswing. Their desire to serve
the Lord was sky high. “16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to
serve other gods!  17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of
Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected
us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled.  18 And the LORD
drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will
serve the LORD, because he is our God.”

They did ok for a while. They followed God’s will when it came to worship and how to treat their
neighbors. They did pretty well in loving the Lord their God with all their heart, soul and strength, and
loving their neighbor as themselves. As long as they were reminded of the Lord’s great gifts to them, they
served Him with their lives. But it didn’t last. Their faith went up and down and eventually the nation
rejected the Lord. Eventually the people of Israel broke their confirmation day vow. 

When God opens our eyes to all that He has done, He also moves us to serve Him. You see,
everything we do as Christians comes from the Lord. Let’s walk through the progression, shall we? God
is the One who gives us the faith to believe and trust in Him. God grows our faith through His Word as
He moves us to pick up the Bible and read it. God is the One who moves us to make decisions that serve
Him and gives us the satisfaction that comes from doing so. As believers, every God-pleasing thing we
do is a direct result of our Lord’s power. He deserves all the glory, all the honor and all the praise for our
Christian lives. 

So, what does God move us to do? How does God show His power in our lives? Well, as a
congregation God moves us to teach the full truth of God’s Word and stand firm against the idol culture
of this world. God moves us to state clearly that just being good doesn’t get you to heaven. Only faith
in Jesus and His sacrifice for our sins. God moves us to declare that greed and selfishness are sins, that
homosexuality and hate are sins, that envy, lying, gossiping and manipulating your friend is a sin. But
God also moves us to show love to all, extending the gift of God’s forgiveness to even the worst sinners.
He moves us to help those in trouble, whether that’s financial or emotional. He moves us to show love
to our neighbors in whatever way we can. And, He opens our eyes to see those opportunities. And God
also motivates us to serve Him in our private lives as well.

How do we do that? The easiest way God motivates us to serve Him is by prayer. He moves us
to pray for others. He moves us to do things for those in need. Your friend who is going through a rough
patch in life. God moves you to share a Bible passage of comfort with them. Or maybe God moves you
to do even more. Your neighbor who is a single mom? Perhaps God moves you to volunteer to babysit
while she does her grocery shopping. Your friend who lost his license to drive? Perhaps God moves you
to give him a ride to work and check in on him ever so often. Or, perhaps God moves you to serve here
at Messiah in oh so many different ways. In all the decisions we make to serve the Lord, remember that
it is the Lord who moves us and gives us the strength to do the things He has prepared in advance for
us to do. And every time we serve the Lord, we’re fulfilling our confirmation day vows.

Confirmation day for believers is not just one spring day when you’re fourteen.  “EVERY DAY IS
CONFIRMATION DAY”, a day to declare faithfulness to God to the world. Today, we remember what
God gave to us, and realize that God moves us to serve Him in love and faithfulness.

AMEN


