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DCF:
One show I like to catch on TV is “Rick Steve’s Europe” on PBS.  He travels to places I can only

dream about, and shows us things that are truly unique.  He has all sorts of tips on how to travel
inexpensively and get the most out of your trip.  He also has a website with a wealth of information, one
of which is how to pack for travel.  If you are a traveler, you definitely want to check out what he wrote
about packing.

You know what?  You are a traveler.  Even if you’ve never left Wisconsin for a vacation, you are
still a traveler.  Oh, maybe not a traveler in this world, but a traveler through this world.  “A CHRISTIAN
IS A TRAVELER” on his or her way to the kingdom of God.  Even if you won’t ever travel to Vienna, you
will travel to heaven. So, know what to pack and be ready to move.

Part One: Know what to pack

Jesus addresses a universal defect in our sinful human nature.  That’s the sin of not trusting God
to take care of ourselves.  We think we are the ones who provide clothing and food.  We think we are
the ones who will make sure we reach a ripe old age secure and healthy.  We’re all tempted to think that
our lives depend on us.  If we fall for that lie, that sinful way of thinking, then we believe that money and
stuff will give us security.  We heard about that approach in last week’s gospel lesson.  Today, Jesus
shows us the way to repair that sinful defect.

Remember what you already have.  Now, Jesus is talking to His followers, believers in Christ.  He
reminds them; He reminds us of what we already have.  “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father
has been pleased to give you the kingdom.”  Not might give you the kingdom, but give you the
kingdom.  Our heavenly Father has already given us the kingdom of heaven.  Through faith in Jesus
Christ, we have the kingdom of heaven already in our back pocket.  Jesus has made this wonderful event
possible.  When He suffered, died and rose again, He washed us clean of our sins.  When He sent the
Holy Spirit to create faith in our hearts, we believed and had Christ’s perfect life covering our sinful,
stained life.  Our heavenly Father is pleased to give us the kingdom of heaven because He declared us
perfect in His throne room.  All this is because of what Jesus did for us, not that we deserved a bit of it.

God has given to us everything we need for travel to heaven.  Forgiveness. Faith. Peace.  All
these items are found in His Word and packed into our souls by the Holy Spirit.  We know where we are
going and we know what we have in our spiritual suitcases that will get us there.  But oh, how loving and
gracious our heavenly Father is!  Not only does He give us everything we need to travel to heaven, but
He also gives us everything we need to travel through life here on earth.

I mean, just think about all that He has packed into our lives.  He packed clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home - the list goes on and on.  He packs family and friends, laughter and joy,
contentment and peace into our lives.  As we travel through life, do we not enjoy the things that God has
given to us?  Do we not enjoy the homes we live in, the friends we have, the food that we eat?  Of course
we do!  We praise God for those wonderful earthly gifts.

But do we focus only on the earthly gifts that God has packed for our earthly travel?  If you had
to get rid of one thing that God has given to you, what would you pick?  Jesus tells us not to worry about
the earthly things He has packed in our lives.  They won’t last anyway.  Focus on what’s truly important
to you.  Focus on packing Christ into every part of your life.  In heaven, no one’s going to care how many
earthly things you had here on earth.  God is simply going to rejoice that you are there.  Focus on that. 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Now, some might think that God is giving us an ultimatum.  They look at verse 33 and think it
reads “Sell (all) your possessions and give to the poor.”  Is that what God is saying?  Does He want
us to empty our life’s suitcase of every material possession?  No.  He’s simply following the train of
thought that He started at the beginning of the chapter.  He warned against greed and focusing only on
the things of this world.  He’s saying that if your stuff, your material possessions, is taking over your soul,
get rid of it.  If you’re falling into the sin of greed and trusting stuff to give you security, get rid of it and
trust again in God.  He’s your treasure and where your heart should be.



Do you know what you’re packing for heaven?  Do you have the essentials?  This week,
thousands of college students will be packing for college.  They’ll pack and repack, checking to see if
what they have is what they need.  They’ll check the list.  They’ll check with their roommates.  They want
to be sure.  What’s in your spiritual suitcase?  Check the list - God’s Word.  Make sure you have
forgiveness, faith and focus on the Savior.  Be confident in what you have packed.

It’s a good thing to be a confident Christian traveler, because we all will travel some day.  On the
Last Day our Lord will come with all the angels in heaven to take His believers home with Him.  We don’t
know exactly when our Lord will come again, so be ready to move anytime.

Part Two: Be ready to move

Jesus says in verse 35: “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning.”  Again,
Jesus uses a familiar picture to make a point.  Well, it was familiar to His listeners then.  Back then,
wedding celebrations lasted for days, even a week.  The servants didn’t know when their master would
come back.  He could return after one day or after seven.  To faithful servants, that didn’t matter.  They
were prepared at any time to welcome him back home.  They made sure the house was always in order. 
They were ready to welcome him.

We don’t know when our master Jesus Christ will return to this world.  That shouldn’t matter to
us, because we are to be ready to move to heaven anytime.  Now, some try and figure out when Jesus
will return.  They misinterpret the book of Revelation and count years and events.  They look at the
world’s political situation and say “When this and this happens, then Jesus will return.”  Some even try
and guess the year He will return.

But, that’s all it is - a guess.  Jesus tells us in Matthew a few of the signs preceding Judgment Day. 
He mentions wars and rumors of wars, earthquakes and famines.  Some read this and figure Judgment
Day will come when things are a real mess on earth.  Yet in 1st Thessalonians Paul says this: “The day
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying , ‘Peace and safety,’
destruction will come on them suddenly.”  Paul is using the same vivid picture that Jesus used, but
pairs it with peace and safety.  What can we learn from this?  You can’t time the Last Day.  You just can’t
figure out when the Lord will come again, so be ready to move.  Today!

Make sure your faith is living and active.  Check your spiritual suitcase to be sure you have
everything you need to enter heaven.  Do you have faith in Jesus as your Savior?  Good.  That’s the
essential part of every Christian’s spiritual suitcase.  Still, there are some other good things to pack.  An
in-depth knowledge of Jesus’ life and work.  Love for your neighbor.  Concern for spreading His Word. 
Compassion and honesty and love.  Are these in your spiritual suitcase?  Check.

There are many voices in this world telling you that you don’t have to check your baggage.  You
don’t even need a spiritual suitcase.  These voices say that there is no such thing as Judgment Day.  The
world keeps revolving.  Life goes on.  There’s no evidence, so they say, that we’re going to move.  Others
will tell you that we’re all moving to heaven when we die, no matter what we believe.  No matter what you
have packed in your spiritual suitcase, it won’t matter.  

Jesus tells us it will matter.  We’re all going to move on Judgment Day.  Those who don’t have
faith packed in their spiritual suitcase will be moving to hell, where the fire does not go out and the pain
never goes away.  Those who do have faith packed in their spiritual suitcase will move to heaven, where
the joy never stops and tears never come.  Are you ready to move?  Are you ready to move to heaven? 

Believe that Jesus has died for your sins and is coming to take you home.  That’s the truth.  I pray
that the Holy Spirit convinces and reinforces in you this wonderful, amazing fact.  He is the Savior.  He
is God.  That’s the essential item in any Christian’s spiritual suitcase.  Make sure you’ve got it packed.

You may never travel to Vienna.  You may never travel to Mexico.  You may even never travel to
South Dakota. But you are a Christian, and  “A CHRISTIAN IS A TRAVELER.”  You know what to pack. 
Be ready to move.  Keep on traveling to the gates of paradise.

AMEN


