
“BE PERSISTENT IN PRAYER!” ILCW-C 8/18/19 Genesis 18:20-32
DCF:
Do you know how to play a musical instrument? Not many people do today, do they? It’s a lot

easier to just turn on the radio. Or, log on to a streaming service like Pandora and let them make the
music. If you want to make music yourself, you’d have to learn how to play it. And that takes time and
effort, right? I mean, if you want to play the piano, or the guitar, or the flute or violin, you’re talking about
years of effort before you sound halfway decent. I suppose that’s the reason why very few people even
start to learn to play an instrument. It’s too hard. It takes too long. There’s an easier way to make music.

God doesn’t demand that we learn to play a musical instrument, but He does expect us to pray to
Him. And I suppose some Christians think that it’s too hard, or takes too much time, but that’s no excuse.
This morning we come into God’s house and realize that He’s teaching us how to pray. Today’s lesson
is easy to understand. He wants us to “BE PERSISTENT IN PRAYER!” Trust in God’s grace as you pray,
and submit to God’s will when He answers.

Come, and let the Lord teach you today.

Part One: Trust in God’s grace

This section of Scripture is a continuation of last week’s Old Testament lesson. The Lord and two
angels had come in person to see Abraham and his wife. It was a sort of “good news, bad news” visit. The
good news - which we heard last week - was that Abraham would have a son within a year. The bad
news? The Lord was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. And that’s where Abraham’s nephew Lot
and his family were living.

Abraham knew God had good reason to do it. It was common knowledge that Sodom and
Gomorrah were sin cities. Their reputation for outrageous sinning was well-earned and especially
disgusting in God’s eyes. You see, Abraham knew that God was a just God. He had commanded all
people to live according to His will, and rampant homosexuality just wasn’t in God’s play book. Abraham
knew that God, being a just God, would perfectly punish sin.  God was totally justified in deciding to wipe
these sinful cities off the map. 

But Abraham also knew that God was a merciful God. Sure, Abraham was concerned about his
nephew Lot and his family. But his heart went out to people who were caught in sin, and He wants to save
them. We can say that God, being a just God, hates sin and those who do sin. We can also say that God
loves sinners, and wants to save them from their sins. All the promises to Abraham talked about the
solution to this tension in God - tension between justice and mercy. That solution is Jesus Christ, the
coming Messiah that God promised Abraham would come. So, Abraham knew God was a God of mercy
as well as a God of justice. 

Abraham was personally acquainted with God’s mercy. He had sinned in the past. He slept with
someone not his wife. He had lied to people. He had doubted God’s promises in the past. And yet, the
Lord had mercy on Him and forgave Him. Perhaps it was his personal experience of God’s mercy that
moved him to pray for the people of Sodom and Gomorrah.

We have before us today Abraham’s prayer for mercy on the inhabitants of those sin cities Sodom
and Gomorrah. Remember, prayer is talking to God, and Abraham was talking to God, right there in front
of him. Abraham knew how awful the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah were, and yet he asked the Lord to
show mercy.  23 Then Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the righteous with
the wicked?  24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away
and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?  25 Far be it from you to do
such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far
be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?"  Abraham trusted in God’s grace, God’s
ability and desire to give what isn’t deserved. And, as you know, he didn’t ask just once. He did it again
and again, asking for God’s grace on the twin sin cities. That’s graceful persistence. What’s even more
amazing to me is that God continued to listen and answer Abraham’s prayer. God didn’t stop answering
until Abraham stopped asking.

When it comes to our prayers, we need to remember that God is a God of justice and mercy. And,



when it comes to our prayers, we need to remember to pray for our enemies as well as the ones we love.
When we do pray, do we appeal to God’s justice or mercy? When it comes to those we like and love, we
so often appeal to His mercy. We ask God to bless our loved ones. Forgive their sins. Keep them safe
as they travel. Keep their faith strong. Bless them with good health, a wonderful family and a great career.
All good prayers, depending on God’s grace.

But do we pray for our enemies? Oh, we might pray that God would punish those that hurt us. We
read some of the psalms that implore God to wipe out a nation, or kill those that oppose God’s will. We
know that God is a God of justice and think that God really should strike down those that hurt us. So, we
address the God of justice in our prayers for our enemies.

Abraham could have done the same, but he addressed the God of grace. He trusted in God’s grace
and prayed that God would spare Sodom and Gomorrah. Do we do the same for our enemies? Do we ask
God to keep our enemies alive so they would come to faith and find forgiveness for their sins? Do we ask
God to bless our enemies and change their hearts to seek the Lord in all they say and do? Oh, it’s easier
to pray that they be punished. It’s harder to pray that God might show them grace, isn’t it?  Pray
persistently, again and again, that God might show all people grace. 

And then, trust that He will give the perfect answer. Submit to God’s will.

Part Two: Submit to God’s will

I wonder what went through Abraham’s mind as he waited to see if his prayer would be answered
the way he wanted. I know one of the hardest things for Christians to do is accepting God’s answers to
our prayers. Oh sure, there are some prayers we know are answered right away. Our prayers for
forgiveness. Our prayers for God’s presence. Our prayers that God’s will be done. We know the answer
is always yes to those prayers.  We know that God always answers our prayers in the way that is best for
us and other believers.

But it’s the details that we struggle with. You see, we know only what we know. We know how the
situation we are in impacts us, but not how it impacts others. We might ask God to take away a disease
we are suffering from. We might ask God to heal the strained relations between nations here on earth.
We might ask God to increase our wealth so we can take care of our family better. And when it doesn’t
happen right away, we struggle with accepting God’s will. It hurts to have cancer. It hurts to see people
and nations yelling at each other and calling each other hateful names. It hurts to not be able to provide
better for our family. We know God answers all Christian prayers in the way that is best, but sometimes
it hurts that He doesn’t answer in a way that is best for us. When Abraham saw the plume of smoke rising
from the destroyed cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, he saw that God’s will was not the same as his prayer. 

But he accepted God’s will. He submitted to God, because he knew that God knew better.
Sometimes you can cure a disease by medication. Sometimes you need surgery to cut it out. The doctor
knows the best way to cure a disease. God knew the best way to cure this situation. Not chemo. Surgery.
Fire and brimstone, total destruction. 

What can we learn from Abraham? To pray until we know God’s will. That may happen this side
of heaven. It may happen only when we get there. But pray persistently. Don’t give up. And then, when
the answer doesn’t line up with your desire, accept it. God knows what He’s doing. Some answers take
time. Pray that God would help you overcome that sin that has a hold on your hearth. Pray that God would
grow you in your understanding of His Word. Pray for a godly spouse for your son or daughter. Pray for
a struggling addict. Pray for a struggling country. Pray that God lead you into a good career, or a
realization of where you can best serve Him here on earth.  Those are prayers that take time to answer.

And then, whether God’s answers align with our desires or not, realize that God loves to hear our
prayers. He’s not a “don’t bother me” type of dad. He is always available, always listening, always paying
attention to our hurts and our requests. He wants to have a conversation with us. He wants us to be
persistent in prayer. We know His answers to all our prayers are best. We know that He works for the
good of those that love Him. 

Trust Him in all things, and keep on talking!
AMEN 


