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DCF:
How’s your prayer life? Have you thought about it lately? It seems to me that a Christian’s prayer

life can be all over the map. Sometimes it’s strong. Sometimes it’s weak. Some believers pray only when
something traumatic is happening in their lives. They think that God’s so busy that we shouldn’t bother
Him with “the little stuff.” Others sprinkle prayer throughout their daily lives, without really thinking. They
reason that prayer is a good thing, like seasoning, so a little now and then won’t hurt. Just slip a prayer
in now and then to stay in good standing with God. Others pray with conviction and passion often, like
Abraham.

God wants us to take His gift of prayer seriously. He wants us to pray with passion. He wants us
to pray with purpose. He wants us to pray with focus. He’s serious about this gift of prayer and teaches
us in today’s lesson to “PRAY BOLDLY!”  We can pray boldly, confident of His grace and humbly trusting
His will. So, let’s relearn what God teaches us about prayer. Come with me to the book of Genesis.

Part One: Confident of His grace

The Lord had come personally to Abraham for a “good news - bad news” visit. Last week we heard
the good news. Abraham would have his promised son within a year. Today we hear the “bad news”, bad
as far as the sinners of Sodom and Gomorrah were concerned. The Lord had come to execute judgment
on the people of those cities because of their unrestrained sin.

How did it get so bad so quickly in Sodom and Gomorrah? 14 years before Abraham had rescued
those cities from an attacking army and praised God in their presence. Melchizedek, a priest serving the
Lord was also there, publicly glorifying the Lord. There were believers living in those cities, specifically Lot
and his family. Certainly the Word of God was known. Maybe not well, but it was there. And yet, it seemed
as if the vast majority of the people got on the superslide of sin and plunged as quickly as possible to the
bottom of the cesspool. We know the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, how homosexuality and rape
seemed to be an accepted activity. Now, the Lord was coming to punish them for their obstinate rejection
of His Law.

God is very, very clear about His justice. The soul that sins shall surely die. Every sin needs to be
paid for. These people clearly deserved to be punished for what they had done. That’s God’s righteous
justice. 

And yet, Abraham prayed for all of them to be spared.  He knew God was patient with His justice.
After all, God had let them go on living this way for years. He gave them time to repent and return to the
Lord, but they didn’t. Even so, Abraham prayed that God would spare them if He could find just 10 people
who believed in Him. He was confident that God would continue to show His patience and grace,
withholding punishment until the Last Day. If God could find 10 believers there. 

There’s a truth here that we need to remember. God continues to show His grace - giving us what
we don’t deserve - to this very day. This world continues to exist, not because we deserve it, but in spite
of our sins. God could punish sin instantly, but He patiently extends His grace to us. He still causes the
sun to rise in the morning. He brings us rain to water the crops that feed us. He continues to direct and
guide the events of this world for the benefit of His children. We know that “in all things God works for
the good of those who love Him, who are called according to His purpose.” But as He works for our
good, unbelievers also benefit.  They too are protected and fed by God’s almighty power. They too are
loved by God, even if they don’t love Him. That’s the grace, the unearned love of God, that Abraham
appealed to in the prayer that’s before us today. 

Abraham prayed for some terrible sinners. Who are we praying for? Oh, of course we’ll pray for our
fellow believers. We want them to receive God’s strength in their battle against sin. We want them to
recover from surgery or to be healed of their diseases. We want them to have good relationships and find
peace and security in their lives. We want their faith to increase and their lives to show the world the
power and love of our Lord. Oh, sure. We definitely pray for our fellow believers.

But do we pray for our enemies? Do we pray for world leaders who seem to be plunging this world
into chaos? Do we pray for the autocrats, the selfish business owner, the liars and cheats that we



encounter, the pro-abortion people, the gossipers and abusers, molesters and murderers? Sure! But what
kind of prayer are we to offer for the blatant sinners of this world? Some might pray that God would wipe
‘em out. Send fire and brimstone on their houses. Pay them back right now for all that they have done.
Is that the kind of prayer that Abraham gave? Is that the kind of prayer that God wants from us as we pray
for our enemies? 

Don’t forget God’s grace. In fact, be confident of His grace. Pray that God grants them time to hear
the Gospel. Pray that the Holy Spirit changes their stony hearts and plants a saving faith in them. Pray that
they might come to believe that Jesus suffered and died for all their sins. Pray that this faith would change
their lives and move them to give up the sins that hurt and destroy others. Pray that God would make them
people who love Him and their neighbor with all their heart. Pray boldly, confident of God’s grace.

Like Abraham! But... Didn’t Sodom and Gomorrah end up getting destroyed? Abraham prayed,
confident of God’s grace. He also humbly trusted God’s will, knowing that the Lord would do what is right.

Part Two: Humbly trusting His will

If you could say one thing about Abraham’s prayer, it was that he was persistent. And, he was
specific! 50 righteous? How about 45? 40? 30? 20? 10? The Lord patiently answered every prayer request
that Abraham brought before Him. Abraham trusted that the Lord would answer his prayer in the way that
was best for believers and was in agreement with His will and justice.

God knows all things. Abraham didn’t. God could have cut short Abraham’s prayer requests and
told him “I’m not going to find even 10 people in those cities who believe in me.” He could have flat out
told him “Their fate is sealed.” But He didn’t. He gave Abraham a chance to express his thoughts and
desires. He gave Abraham a chance to persevere in prayer, continually asking God for blessings on
others. He gave Abraham a great opportunity to trust in the Lord even more, especially as he saw the
threat to his nephew Lot and his family.

As we know, God followed through on executing His justice. Fire and brimstone destroyed both
cities. It’s a visible reminder that sin must be paid for, that those who do not believe and trust in Jesus will
experience the fire and brimstone of hell. I’m sure Abraham mentioned it as Isaac grew up, reminding him
that God is a God of both love and justice. It’s also a reminder for us today that God’s justice will be
served, sooner or later. What a comfort to know that our payment for sin, the fire and brimstone of God’s
anger, was taken by Jesus while He suffered on the cross. The pain of God’s fiery anger for our sins was
endured by Jesus. He suffered, so we won’t. 

God encourages us to pray boldly and specifically, yet humbly. When we pray, we can ask for
specific things. Go ahead. Pray for a new job. Pray for better health. Pray that your son or daughter get
a scholarship to college. Pray that your car lasts another year or that you would eat a healthier diet. Pray
that God would help you grow in your faith as you read His Word. Pray that God would help you forgive
yourself for a specific sin that has been weighing on your soul all these years. Pray that God would heal
a broken relationship. Pray that God would calm the economy, or stop the government from enacting a
law that we think is bad. Pray specifically, but also pray humbly.

God knows all things. We don’t. Sometimes God says no to our prayers because He knows what
is best for us. Maybe He says no because He wants us to grow in our faith, leaning ever more on Him in
our distress. Maybe He says no because He has something better in mind for us. Maybe He says no
because He knows how a yes answer would affect us. A yes answer might be the worst thing that could
happen to us. Like Jack Whitaker.

I’m sure you’ve heard the story. Jack Whitaker was a wealthy man who won over 113 million dollars
in the lottery. That money destroyed his life. In a few short years, he had been robbed several times, his
granddaughter died of an overdose, his house burned down and he was sued multiple times. God knows
the future. He knows what is best for us, so pray boldly, but humbly trusting His will. 

God is always standing by, waiting to hear and answer our prayers. He wants us to pray with
passion and conviction. He wants to hear our specific prayers. He wants us to “PRAY BOLDLY!”
Confident of His grace, we humbly trust His will and wait for His answer to all our prayers.

AMEN


