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DCF:
Got a question for you. What is generosity? For some of us, it’s hard to put into a simple definition.

We find it easier to give examples of people who show what generosity is. For instance, there’s grandma.
She makes your favorite meal for you and makes too much. She urges you to eat more, eat more. Then,

when you’re leaving to go home, she wraps up the leftovers and urges you to take them home. That’s
generosity, right?

Or maybe it’s your aunt who knows how you and your parents are struggling to pay for college. She
sends a check for $1,000 to your school to help pay for your tuition. You didn’t ask for it. She simply did it

because she cares about you and wants to help. And maybe that’s the beginning of understanding what
generosity is. A willingness to help others without a thought of getting paid back o expecting something in

return. Perhaps we could refine generosity even further by saying “it’s a joyful willingness to do something
for someone else.”

Can that be said about you? Are you a generous Christian? Today we’re going to take a look at how
Christians become generous Christians. We’re going to study “THE GENEROSITY EQUATION.” God,

using the Macedonians, reminds us that Jesus gave us everything, so give your heart to the Lord and then

give to others. Shall we get started? Ok.

Part One: Jesus gave us everything

First, let’s understand the situation that Paul and the Corinthian Christians found themselves in. There
was a famine in the land of Israel at that time. Christian congregations in countries outside Israel heard of

the famine and decided to gather an offering. They were going to send the money to the church in Jerusalem
so that they could buy food, which of course was expensive during the famine. Some of the congregations

were well off, some not so fortunate. The Corinthians had started this collection, but suspended it when they
had to deal with some severe spiritual problems in their congregation. Now by the grace of God that

problem had been dealt with and Paul encourages them to start up again. To encourage them further, he
points them to the marvelous example of the Macedonian congregation.

Of all the congregations of that time, perhaps the poorest was the church in Macedonia. As Paul
relates to us, they were in extreme poverty. They were perhaps the poorest of the poor. So, out of Christian

concern and love, the other congregations (and the apostles) didn’t expect them to contribute to this famine

relief. After all, they needed it just as much as the congregation in Jerusalem. And yet, they did something

totally unexpected.  “ 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity.  3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even

beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,  4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of
sharing in this service to the saints.“  

What moved them to be so generous? Jesus. They knew the grace of Jesus and how He had given
everything they had to them. The key to their generosity, and the beginning of the generosity equation, is

found in verse 9.  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.” They knew

down to the bottom of their hearts just what Jesus had done for them. They knew Jesus had given up heaven
for 33 years and endured life on this sinful world. He gave up that face to face relationship with the Father

and the Holy Spirit during that time. He gave up the glory and privileges of heaven. He gave up His life and
endured death on the cross to pay for everyone’s sins. They knew the Gospel. They knew it with their minds

and with their hearts. The Holy Spirit had given them this faith, this belief. They knew eternal life was theirs
because of Jesus. They had everything they needed because Jesus gave up everything for them.

They also trusted God to continue to supply their needs. He would keep their bodies and souls



together until it was time for them to go home to heaven. They knew God would continue to guide their lives
and this world. They knew they were God’s children, serving Him in whatever way He would have them

serve. The generosity equation starts with a firm belief and appreciation that Jesus has given us everything
we need. This faith, this trust moved them to give. You see, faith never stays quiet. Faith moves us to do

something.
Take for example, the tree in your back yard. If you have faith that it will continue to grow, you fertilize

it and prune it. If you have faith that your children will continue to grow, you’ll feed and clothe them. If you
believe your car will last a few miles more, you’ll change the oil and do repairs. Faith, or belief, moves us

to do something, doesn’t it? 
So, what does the faith that the Holy Spirit gives us move us to do? The first action of giving that

believers do is this: we give our heart to the Lord.

Part Two: Give your heart to the Lord

The Macedonians teach us how the generosity equation works and we see it reflecting God’s

summary of His commands. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, your soul and your strength
and love your neighbor as yourself.” And that’s what they did.  “They gave themselves first to the

Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.”  They wanted to know more about God. They wanted
to please Him with their lives so they studied His Word and looked for ways to put their faith into action. I’m

sure they did what the Corinthians also did in their lives. I’m confident they pursued God’s will “in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us.”

We know that the Lord wants a close relationship with us. We know that He wants us to grow in our
faith and in living our lives according to His good will. The Holy Spirit moves us to respond to Jesus’

sacrifice  as we focus on Jesus’ gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. So, the Holy Spirit moves us to give
our hearts to the Lord. We do so when we read His Word and worship Him with focused intensity. We give

our hearts to the Lord when we take a critical look at our lives, choosing a path through this life that focuses
on His commands and desires. We give our hearts to the Lord when we are always aware that He is with

us. 
As we grow in our faith life, we come closer to the Lord. The more we know about God and His gifts,

the more we experience His presence and power in our lives. The closer our hearts are to the Lord, the
more we want to do for Him, to say thanks. 

Let’s take a moment to see how the Lord has blessed us. He has given us life and the time to
appreciate Him and His gift of Jesus. He’s given us time to grow in our faith. He’s given us wonderful, joyful

gifts like family, friends and all the physical things that we have. We thank Him for those wonderful blessings
and give our hearts even more to the Lord. He draws us closer and closer to Him.

And you know what? He often does His best work when He allows challenges to come into our lives.
There’s a saying - I can’t remember where I heard it first - that goes like this: Battles create bonds. We see

this in war. Shared danger brings people as close as brothers. Survivors of a battle or a tragic event are
often closer than family members. As we battle sin in this life, our Lord gradually brings us closer and closer

to Him. Jesus gives Himself to us and we give our hearts to the Lord. It’s an amazing, wonderful thing that
the Lord causes to happen.

That’s a great gift, but it’s not enough for us believers. Yes, we want to say thanks to God for all His
gifts. Yes, we want to give our hearts to the Lord. But there’s more that we can do, that we want to do to

show our appreciation. We want to show generosity to others.

Part Three: Give to others

The Macedonians show us the generosity equation. First, believe the awesome things Jesus did for



us. Second, give your hearts to the Lord and finally, give to others. They saw an opportunity to honor God
by caring for others. There’s a famine in Jerusalem. We can help. Let’s go for it! They did, not reluctantly

but joyfully!  I can almost imagine the joy that filled their hearts as they realized they were helping some of
God’s children in this life.

God gifts us the same opportunity today. Oh, there may not be a famine that we can give to, but we
do have opportunities to give to others. We too can excel in the grace, the gift of giving. How are we doing?

Now, I know that most people don’t like comparing themselves to others, especially when it comes
to giving. Why? Because it might be a blow to our self-esteem. We come off looking worse. So, we often

rationalize our lack of generosity. “I’ve got all these other things I have to take care of. I can’t afford to give
to others.” But by doing so, aren’t we putting our thanks to God under our desire to serve ourselves and our

family? When it comes to our generosity in giving, who gets top billing in our wallet? Now, don’t worry if
you’re struggling with generosity today. Every Christian sooner or later does. In fact, it’s something we

struggle with every day. It’s the battle between our sinful nature and our Christian desire to say thanks to God
for all that He has done for us. 

But as we struggle with our generosity, remember that our gifts glorify God by benefitting others. Our
mission offerings benefit a child who is hearing the words of Jesus for the first time. They benefit an adult

who hears their sins are forgiven and eternal life is theirs. Our offerings allow future pastors and teachers
to continue their studies so they can spread the news of Christ. And, our offerings enable us as a

congregation to exist so we can be reassured of our place in God’s family. Today’s worship is a direct result
of your generosity. Thank God for the gift of generosity! Thank God for yours!  

AMEN


