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Back in February, I told you about my friend Mark Dietrich, who was going to ride his bicycle across

the United States. Well, he got as far as the border of New Mexico and Texas before the virus pandemic hit.
Then, he heard the news that borders between countries were going to be closed. Remember, he lives in
Germany now. So, as fast as he could, he made plans to fly home. It was a frustrating experience. His
original flight was canceled. The one he did finally get was routed through Canada. There were delays,
cancellations, rebookings and hours of anxiety. Honestly, there was nothing he could do to hurry the process
of flying home along. He had to wait patiently. How hard that must have been, not knowing when you would
see your family again.  Waiting patiently isn’t something that comes easy.

We know what that’s like, don’t we? We know that our Lord will come again on the Last Day. We know
that paradise is ours because of Christ. And yet, we find it hard to “WAIT PATIENTLY!” Today God once
again encourages us to wait patiently in spite of the suffering that we go through. Wait patiently, knowing the
glory that will be ours.

Part One: In spite of the suffering

I really don’t have to say too much about suffering, do I? Last week we studied the cause of our
problems in life and were reminded that we all suffer because of sin in our lives. Specifically, we focused on
our sinful nature and the problems that it causes us. We were reminded that every Christian will have to battle
our sinful nature until Christ comes again. Every believer is fighting a battle against sin, whether we can see
it or not. That’s just the way life is. We suffer.

Today Paul encourages us to wait patiently for the Lord’s cleansing of this universe. We know heaven
is ours. We know things will be perfect once we get there. But patience? That’s not something a lot of us are
good at having. We’re Americans. We want what we want right now. We’re used to instant messengers and
microwaves. We’re used to fast foods and on demand movies. If we like a TV show, we want to binge watch
the entire season right away. What? Wait for Friday night at 7pm to watch our favorite TV show? No way.
We want to lose 10 pounds in 3 days. We want financial security by the time we’re 30. I want it and I want it
now. Patience is not something we’re good at, is it?

God gently tells us to wait patiently in spite of our suffering. That’s hard to do when we are in pain, isn’t
it? It’s hard to be patient when you’re going through a divorce. It’s hard to be patient when you’re battling
cancer or need a hip replacement. It’s hard to be patient when you’ve lost your job, or your best friend
slammed you. It’s hard to be patient when you’re hurting because of some sin you’ve committed that
destroyed a part of your life. It’s hard to be patient when you’re in pain.

To help us gain patience, God tells us that we’re not the only ones who suffer because of sin. In this
section, Paul describes nature as a thinking, feeling individual. If nature was an individual, it too would be
suffering because of sin. “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time.”  God puts this whole thing we call suffering into perspective. It’s
not just us who suffer. It’s everyone and everything.

We see the evidence of sin’s corruption, the suffering it has caused, even in nature. Remember that
God created this world as a perfect world, balanced and in harmony with everything. And then sin came
crashing in, and ever since then, problems. Now, we have hurricanes and tornados, floods and famines,
eruptions and earthquakes, viruses and diseases, pain and death. Sin has caused these contraction pains
even in nature.

God also gives us the perspective of time to build our patience. “I consider that our present
sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” You do know that
eternity is a lot longer than the 80 or 90 years we will spend here on earth, right? When we’re in heaven, we’ll
look back on the short time we spent on earth and say “That was nothing.” 

When Jim was growing up, he thought his bedroom was huge. The back yard of his house had so
many different corners to explore. His neighborhood seemed to stretch for miles and the corner grocery store



was enormous. He moved away when he was 9, and after he grew up and got married, he took his wife back
to the old homestead. It wasn’t what he remembered. They toured his childhood home, and the bedroom he
remembered as huge was an 8 by 8 box. His backyard seemed to have shrunk to a postage stamp sized
plot. His neighborhood was a tiny part of the city and that corner grocery store was a hole in the wall. What
he thought was a great place to grow up was just a nondescript, ordinary place.

 “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be
revealed in us.”   No, we wait patiently. “We wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of
our bodies.” 

Part Two: Knowing glory will be ours

Oh, how we groan, knowing what’s coming our way in paradise!  We’re eager for it, sometimes
impatient for it. We look forward to the redemption of our bodies, because right now we see the ravages of
sin. It will be great to get rid of those aches and pains, the need for medications, the need for surgery and
restrictive diets. We look forward to having perfect glorified bodies, bodies that show the power and love
of our God.

Even more, I think we look forward to the glorious freedom of our minds. No more depression. No
more fuzzy thinking, anger, jealousy or regrets at saying the wrong thing to a loved one. No more confusion
as to what is truly God-pleasing. No more temptations surging through our brains. No more sinful nature. It
will be glorious!

But it doesn’t stop with physical and emotional blessings. What is most glorious is our spiritual
freedom in Christ! We will be able to see Him as He is. We will be in His presence visibly. We will be able
to talk with Him, walk with Him and praise Him before His throne. We will totally understand Him and all the
things that God planned for this world. In heaven, all things will be made clear to us, especially the awesome
depth of His love for us. That’s glory! We will show the universe just how great the Lord truly is, how
spectacular His love is. Oh, we will be shining lamps of God’s glory for eternity!

And nature? After our Lord returns and strips away sin, nature too will shine with God’s glory. Can you
imagine what nature will be like without sin? Can you imagine what that new heavens and new earth will be
like? No storms, no floods, no earthquakes, no weeds, no global warming. Perfection.

All of this glory, the absence of sin and its effects, is the result of the work of Jesus. God can repair
the damage sin has caused to us and the world because of Christ. On the cross, He died to pay for the sin
of the world. He completely covered the cost of reconstruction with His perfect death. Because of His
payment, God will restore you to perfection. Because of Jesus, God will restore this universe to perfection. 

So, how do we respond when bad things happen to us in life? We remember that they are the result
of sin in this world. And “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory
that will be revealed in us.”   We know what’s coming our way because of Jesus. Perfection. Peace. Glory.
Heaven. We will also understand the time line of our lives. We spend the first 70 or 80 years of our lives here
on this sinful earth. But we spend the rest of our lives - eternity - in glory. This life is just a little smidgen, a
small sliver of our life spans. We put our sufferings into perspective, don’t we?

And since we’re going to be in the presence of our loving, powerful Lord for an eternity, why not lean
on Him right now? That’s what He wants us to do. He wants to show us His love by giving us the strength to
endure the painful times on this sinful earth. He wants to carry us by the power of His Word. He wants to send
the Holy Spirit to lift us up when we are down, to comfort us when we grieve and give us that calming peace
that only He can give. 

We can wait patiently for the Lord’s second coming in spite of our sufferings, for we know the glory
that will be revealed in us. Be patient. He’s coming.

AMEN


